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IT IS quite alarming how quickly 
the year is flying past us. We had 
been planning the exhibition at 
Artscape from early in the year 
and now it is a reality with a suc-
cessful opening night on 21 July 
(see pp 14-15). 

Looking at the images, I realised 
how important it is to preserve 
images of yesteryear. The names 
of the authors only come to life 
when you see the work they pro-
duced all that time ago. 

May I appeal to our younger 
members to let us have some of 
their images, which will form part 
of an exhibition when CTPS turns 
150, 175 or even 200 years old? 

It is interesting to see how the 
emphasis of the images has 
changed over the decades. It 
would also be interesting to be able to talk to some 
of the authors of pictures to find out if they had any 
specific thoughts when pressing the shutter. 

While one is able to Photoshop pictures today, in 
days gone by there was also much darkroom manipu-
lation that went on.

A transparency of a bird that needed a highlight in 
the eye, was given that highlight by using a pin and 
pricking the emulsion in the middle of the eye.   Un-

President’s message

On the coverMonthly meetings
Monthly meetings are held in 
the St Stephens Church Hall in 
Pinelands at 7pm.
1st Wednesday: Competition 
2nd Wednesday: Audio-visual 
3rd Wednesday: Education & 
Development.
CTPS Contact details:
Website: www.ctps.co.za
Email: info@ctps.co.za
Facebook : www.facebook.com/
groups/1530153687246454. 

Cape Camera dates 2015
News updates are now sent to 
members via Snapshots, while 
Cape Camera will be published 
every second month after the 
last CTPS function of the second 
month. Any contributions are 
most welcome. Please submit to 
editor@ctps.co.za.

Next deadline:              28 August

Thereafter the new Cape Camera 
editor elected at the AGM in Sep-
tember  will set deadlines.

wanted items in a black and white 
print were removed with iodine 
bleach and the print would then 
be re-fixed.

One could use line film to make 
a second negative. Then, by using 
the two negatives just off-reg-
ister, it was possible to create a 
base-relief image when printing.

It is a common fact that many 
black and white prints fade or 
turn brown with time. This would 
not be the case if the prints had 
been fixed for the prescribed 
time and, even more important-
ly, thoroughly washed. All the 
excess fixer must be washed off 
the print if it is to stay in a pristine 
condition.

All the hocus pocus that we per-
formed in the dark room can now 

be achieved by manipulating different keys on the key 
pad. 

I feel that some of the fun has been taken out of pho-
tography. Most probably I say this because I’m a phys-
ics and chemistry teacher. With modern technology 
all the old tricks can be instantly attained without the 
need of a darkroom.

For now I wish you all the best in photography,
Detlef Basel Hon PSSA; APSSA

President Detlef Basel
Vice-president                  Nicol du Toit
Development & Education            Pat Scott
Honorary Secretary                                            Jacoba van Zyl
Honorary Treasurer                                        Nicol du  Toit

Property Manager           Richard Goldschmidt
Competitions Convenor               Lesley Parolis
Audio-visual Convenor            Robert Maginley
Publications Officer               Trudi du Toit
Website              Lesley Parolis

CTPS council members

The 
Salon 
Print Set 
Subject 
winner  
(Hands 
and 
Feet) 
and 
PSSA 
senior 
entry 
in June: 
Tied Hands (29) by Jean Bradshaw.
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CTPS news flashes
PSSA honours for CTPS members
THREE MORE CTPS members have received Honours in 
the latest (July 2015) PSSA Awards. 

Neels Beyers was awarded an EPSSA as well as an AFI-
AP,  while Shaun Laishley received an AFIAP.

Juan Venter’s panel had earned him an LPSSA (Licen-
tiateship) in Digital Mono in the January 2015 awards, 
which we failed to mention in the previous issue.

The EPSSA is awarded for receiving 500 acceptances in 
national and international salons. No image may count 
for more than three acceptances and no more than half 
of the acceptances may be achieved in overseas salons.

The FIAP (Federation Internationale de L’Art Pho-
tographique) distinctions are based on salon acceptanc-
es in FIAP-approved international salons. PSSA members 
who already hold PSSA Honours may apply for their FIAP 
disctinctions.

Neels Beyers got FIAP Associateship (AFIAP) for the 
Acceptance of images like 9 Million Bicycles in Beijing, 
Exhuberance (his print entry for the CTPS exhibition), 
Green Landscape, Sugarbird and Sacred Ibis Landing.

Shaun Laishley  was awarded an AFIAP for internation-
al acceptance of work including Artistic Image, Heart 
and Soul, Needed a Light, Straight Right and Two Tones.

Above: Green Landscape by Neels Beyers.
Left: Heart 
and Soul 
helped 
earn Shaun 
Laishley 
an AFIAP 
award.

Karyn Parisi runner-up in Wildlife competition
THE IMAgE Baby Gorilla Hands (left) won Karyn Parisi the second prize 
in the  July edition of the Sunday Times Wildlife/Travel Photographer of 
the Year  awards. This image also won the Advanced Digital Set Subject 
(Hands and Feet) prize in the CTPS June club competition.

The image will now be one of the finalists to win one of the big prizes 
awarded at the end of the year, namely a R120 000 luxury photo safari for 
two to the Masai Mara, Kenya, and R240 000 in cameras and gear from 
Canon SA. A R5 000 cash prize is awarded in each category every month.

Photographs are judged by renowned photographers like Obie Ober-
holzer, Greg du Toit, Sunday Times senior photographer James Oatway 
and Neo Ntsoma, CNN African Photographer of the Year winner.

CTPS members are invited to enter up to 10 photographs taken after 
February 2013 at http://bit.ly/1IFngM2 (travel) or http://bit.ly/1B51oSi.

Kim Stevens is PSSA runner-up
The image Cite Metro not only won the Salon Print Open  
section in the CTPS July club competition with 29 points, 
but was also the runner-up in the monthly PSSA senior 
club competition with 37/45 or 25/30. The winner got 
one point more.

Another of Kim’s images was voted the Photo of the 
Month in the Orms July competition themed Architec-
ture. Anyone can enter this competition with as many 
images as you like. The top 5 images are loaded on their 
blog and visitors are invited to vote. The August theme 
is Water and images can be loaded until 14 August. See 
more on  www.ormsdirect.co.za/blog/2015/05/06.
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CTPS news flashes
JEANETTE Du TOIT has received three Certificates of 
Merit and 38 Acceptances in seven local salons over the 
past two months — one of them the PSSA National AV 
Salon. These results mean that she has won a PSSA silver 
medal, eight Certificates of Merit (COM) and 58 Accept-
ances for images entered in eleven salons over the  past 
few months (Also see p19).

She got 13 Acceptances and 
two COMs in the Midrand and 
Centurion Camera Club Cir-
cuit salon, 8 Acceptances and 
a COM in the Camera Club of 
Johannesburg (CCJ) 80th An-
niversary Salon, 5 Acceptances 
in the 3rd Edenvale National 
Digital Salon, 4 each in the 
Magalies Foto Fun Club (MFFC) 
Digital Salon and 6th TAF Digital 
Salon and 3 Acceptances in the 
West Rand Club Digital Salon.

Dream Flight (right) won COMs in both the Centurion 
and Midrand Circuit salons, as well as an Acceptance in 
the West Rand salon. According to Jeanette, she was 
considering discarding the image, until a friend  asked 
her for a print because he admired it so much.  She also 
got a COM for the image De Hoop 3 in the CCJ salon.

The image Face to Face got Acceptances in the Mid-
rand, Centurion and Edenvale Salons, while Hard Work-
ing Bee got Acceptances from Midrand and Centurion. A 

Nellian Bekker 4th in AV Impala
A stalwart of the CTPS AV group, Nel-
lian Bekker, gained the 4th most points in 
South African AV salons that count towards 
the PSSA Impala Trophy for 2015. During 
the period (until June 2015) she received 
a Certificate of Merit in the PSSA National 
Salon 2014 for All From the Same Tree. This 
AV was also accepted in the 1st Lowveld 
salon and the Knysna/George salon. Oth-
er AV’s that got acceptances are Watery 
World (two) and Freeing Ivar the Great. 

Penny for Your Thoughts got Acceptances from TAF and 
West Rand, De Hoop Dune Detail from TAF and Edenvale, 
Martial Eagle Struggling in the Mud from Edenvale and 
MFFC. Newly Born Lion Whelps got Acceptances from 
TAF and Centurion.

Her AV The Colourful Overberg won Acceptance in the 
PSSA National AV Salon, al-
though this is a fairly new me-
dium for her.

Other images that also got 
Acceptances are:
• In the CCJ salon:  A Seed De-
sign, Bo Kaap Design Detail, De 
Hoop Main Dune, Delicate Lines, 
Flight in Harmony, Moonlight 
Serenade, My Catch of the Day 
and Reflections. 
• In the Edenvale salon: I am 
Ready for my Picture and De 

Hoop Closer View.
• In the Centurion Circuit salon: A Very Delicate Land-

scape, Abstract City Scapes, Cormorant Reflection, 
Skimmer, Spectacular Fireworks.

• In the Midrand Circuit salon: Early Morning Visitors, 
Perfect Landing and Young Lioness at Waterhole.

• In the Magalies salon: Cloudy Canola Moods, I am in a 
Hurry, Leading the Group.

• In the West Rand salon: Still Life.
• In the TAF salon: Kitten with the Big Blue Eyes.

Jeanette du Toit still on winning path in PSSA salons

Nellian Bekker with Pat Scott at the 
CTPS print exhibition.

Recent promotions
The following members have 
been promoted in July:
• Paul Nuttall to Intermediate 
• Brian Hallock to Advanced
• Vic Els to Salon

New members
CTPS has gained four new mem-
bers: Judith Dodds, Mike and 
Colleen de Villiers, and Gavin 
van Haght. Welcome to them 
all!  We now have 143 members.

True Colours by Marius-Lee Pretorius.

CTPS members Marius-lee Preto-
rius and Mo Bassa also did well in 
recent PSSA digital salons.

Marius-lee Petorius had seven 
images Accepted in the two PSSA 
salons he entered. 

In the TAF 6th Digital Salon the 
following five images got Accept-
ances: The bigger picture, True Col-

ours, Easy Rider, The mind of Jan 
van Wijk and Neons Passing.

The bigger picture and Rain were 
accepted in the West Rand salon.

Mo Bassa’s images Worthy Winner 
and Tuscan Splendour respctively 
gained Acceptances in the Centuri-
on Circuit Salon and Magalies Foto 
Fun Club Digital Salon. 

Marius-lee and Mo perform well in PSSA salons
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2015 Set subject themes and judges
The Set subject themes for 2015 will be:
5 August:           Macro — judge Marcus Jooste
2 September:     Scapes — judge Paul Bruins
7 October:          125 year celebrations — judges 
  Neels Beyers and Frank Reuvers
4 November:      Shadows and/or reflections — 
  judge Justin de Reuck
2 December:      Rustic —  judge Stan Slater

Month Competition AV E & D
August 5 26 19
September 2 9 16 
October 7 14 21
November 4 11 18
December 2 9 No E&D

August meeting dates change

Members in Impala Trophy results
AlTHOugH JEANETTE du Toit had only entered 10 out 
of the 27 digital salons that counted for the 2015 Impala 
Trophy points, she ended the year 92nd out of 624 digi-
tal entrants. She is also 16th  out of 78 photographers in 
contention for the print Impala Trophy, despite having 
entered very few images. 

Nicol du Toit is 21st in the print category. In the digital 
category CTPS members Shaun Laishley, Marius-lee Pre-
torius and Nicol du Toit are in the top 50% of contenders.

Points awarded in PSSA salons between July 2014 and  
June 2015 are taken into account for the annual award-
ing of the Impala Trophies in digital, print and AV (see 
p4). PSSA members get 3 points for a 1st place, 2 points 
each for a 2nd place, a hosting club medal, a Judges 
Choise and COM. Each acceptance gets 1 point.

Albums created for CTPS outings 
Please submit 1-5 images of CTPS organised outings 
to the albums on Photovault under the heading My 
Club Entries/CTPS 125 year celebrations that you wish 
to share for use in Cape Camera or the AV’s made by 
Robert Maginley and the AV group, and for any pro-
motional use by CTPS of our 125 celebrations. 

One of the old CTPS cameras is featured in an advert for the 
UK beer, Bomdardier, shot in Cape Town. See the “selfie” tak-
en with our camera (above) on https://vimeo.com/130661591.

PlEASE MAkE a note that this month’s AV meeting has 
been postponed to August 26th (the last Wednesday) 
because several members will be at the PSSA Congress 
in Swellendam from 9-14 August. The September AV 
meeting (9th) will be of interest to most members as the 
AV’s made during  the 125 year celebration outings this 
year will be shown and Antenie Carstens will demon-
strate how AV’s were made in the olden days (see p12). 
The rest of the meeting dates in 2015 are:

Schools competition: 125 celebrations
If you have any contact with school-going photogra-
phers, please encourage them to enter the CTPS 125 
Year Celebrations Schools Competition.

There are two categories: My town and Nature. 
The winner in each category can attend a workshop at 

the Cape Town School of Photography and either select 
a Pinhole Photography Workshop, Photographing your 
Adventure Workshop or Lomography  Workshop. The 
runner up in each category will win a photography book.

The closing date is 31 August and the rules are on our 
website at www.ctps.co.za/2015/06/24/schools-compe-
tition. For more information contact Jacoba van Zyl on 
info@ctps.co.za.

Our camera becomes a video star

Juhan Kuus mourned
Fellow photographers, jour-
nalists, friends and fam-
ily attended an exhibition 
and memorial tribute  to pho-
tographer Juhan Kuus at the 
studio of his mentor, Gavin 
Furlonger on July 28. Juhan, 
who was our E&D speaker in 
March this year, died after a 
fall on July 12th.

E&D evening changes 
OuR PlAnnED August speaker, Sandy Mathem-Baily, is 
unable to make it for the designated date, but will be 
with us on Wednesday 16th September when she will 
talk about the power of photographs, reports Pat Scott. 

The AGM will be held on  the same evening, from 7pm,  
followed by Sandy’s talk from 8pm. 

The evaluation evening will be brought forward to 
Wednesday 19th August when Malcolm Jones will lead 
the discussion on the images submitted by members.  
There will be an open interactive discussion on the im-
ages shown. Members are requested to email one image 
they wish to discuss to Pat at p.a.charteris@gmail.com.

In October Kate Davies-Benade will talk on infra-red 
photography.
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Winning and top images June
Set subject: Hands and Feet
Right: Winner 
Set Subject Salon  
PDI: Keep-
ing it up (26) 
by Joan Ward

Below:  Set 
Subject PDI 
Advanced: 25 
Years Later (26) 
by Karyn Parisi

Above: Set Subject PDI Advanced: Great Balance 
(26) by Anna Morris.

Right: Winner Set Subject print Advanced: Flying 
High (25)by Anna Morris.

Righ: Win-
ner Set 
Subject 
Beginner 
PDI:  Bare-
foot Boy 
in Wooden 
Hand (23) 
by Paul 
Nuttal.

Above: Set Subject print Salon: Walk on 
By(28) by John Spence.

Left: Set Subject 
Salon  PDI: Mo-
roccan Drumbeat 
(26) by Jeanette 
Brusnicky.

Left: Set Subject print 
Salon: Epitome of 
Grace (26) by Jean-
ette Brusnicky

Right: Set Subject 
print Salon: High and 
Mighty (26) by Joan 
Ward.

See all top scoring images in “Galleries” on the CTPS website www.ctps.co.za 
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June open winners Left: Open PDI Sa-
lon: Waiting for the 
Crowds (26) by Anna 
Engelhardt.

Right: Open PDI Sa-
lon: But I don’t want 
to be a Butterfly (27)  
by Malcolm Jones.

Left: Winner Open print Salon: 
Rough Diamonds (26) by Kim Ste-
vens.

Right: Open PDI Advanced: Life 
on Flamingo Vlei (26) by Catherine 
Bruce-Wright.

Below right: Open PDI Advanced: 
Waiting for Rain (26) by Catherine 
Bruce-Wright.

Below: Open PDI Advanced: A 
touch of green (26) by Jacoba van 
Zyl.

Above: Winner Open print Intermediate: Nambibian 
Grassland (23) by Brian Hallock.

Righ: Win-
ner Open 
print Ad-
vanced: A 
Quarrel of 
Flamingoes  
(26)  by 
Catherine 
Bruce-
Wright.

Right: Win-
ner Open print 
Beginner: Shy 
Shopowner (24) 
by Paul Nuttall.



Cape Camera • June/July 2015        - 8 -               

www.ctps.co.za     •     Copyright 2014    •     Cape Town Photographic Society

Winning and top images July
Set subject: Low light
See the top scoring images in “Galleries” on the CTPS website www.ctps.co.za 

Winner PDI Set Subject Salon: 
Lighting Up (29) by Lesley Parolis.

Below: PDI Set Subject Salon: 
Aerial Ballet (28) by Kim Stevens.

Above: PDI 
Set Subject 
Salon: On the 
Look Out (29) 
by Pat Scott.

Left: Win-
ner  PDI Set 
Subject Begin-
ner: Owner of  
Top Gear RV 
Centre (22) by 
Paul Nuttall.

Winner  Set Subject print Salon: Lu-
cent (28) by Marius-lee Pretorius.

Below: PDI Set Subject Salon: 
The Alley (29) by Lesley Parolis.

Below: PDI Set Subject Salon: 
Duality (27) by Kim Stevens.

Above: PDI Set 
Subject Salon: 
Orchid (28) by 
Joan Ward.

Left: Winner  
PDI Set Subject 
Intermediate: 
Storm Clouds 
Cederberg (23) by 
Brian Hallock..

Left: Winner  PDI 
Set Subject IAd-
vanced: Dawn (28)  
by Andre Wijne.
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July open winners
Right:  Winner  PDI 
Open Advanced: Wait-
ing (29) by Ken Woods.

Below: Winner PDI Open 
Salon: A Midst a Dust Storm 
(28) by Jeanette du Toit.

Right: PDI Open Advanced: Fressie walks like this 
for many metres (29) by Jenny Cole-Rous.

Above: Print Open Salon: Scot-
tish Loch (27) by Malcolm 
Jones.

Below: Print Open Salon: Pass 
(27) by Marius-lee Pretorius.

Below right: Winner print Open 
Intermediate: The Road to No-
where (20) by 
Brian Hallock.

Left middle: Open 
print Salon: 1919 
and still stand-
ing strong (27) by 
Pat Scott.

PDI Open Advanced: Turn me 
(27) by Robert Marconi.

Winner PDI Open Advanced: Reach for 
the Sky (28) by Robert Marconi.

Left: Winner PDI Open Advanced: Cracked Earth (28) by Catherine Bruce-
Wright.
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Competition News

Our June judge, Michelle Slater, has been the 
chairperson of the Fish Hoek Photographic 
Society for the past three years, and is a PSSA 
accredited judge.  Her husband, Stan, who led 
our E&D meeting in May, is also a member 
there. While she experiments with all types 
of photography, her main interests are fine art 
and scenic photography. The June theme was 
hands and feet, and above is her photograph 
of hands.

Month
Open 
PDI

Open 
print Set PDI Set print Total

June 30 16 26 6 78
July 28 20 27 2 82

PDI Open Advanced: Desert Contrast (27) by Dante Parisi. PDI Open Advanced: Polluted Seas (28) by Keith Bull.

In the July club competition two of the other high-scoring Open images were:

June & July junior PSSA entries from Paul Nuttall

The junior images 
entered in the PSSA 
monthly club com-
petition for June and 
July were both taken 
by Paul Nuttall. Both 
were also the PDI Be-
ginner winners in the 
respective months.

Left is the July entry, 
Curry in a Hurry (25) 
and right the June 
entry Street Salesman 
(24).

Numbers of entries received

The senior entry for the PSSA club competition in June was Tied hands by Jean Bradshaw (on this issues cover. The 
July entry was  Cite Metro by Kim Stevens, featured on p3, which was also the PSSA runner-up.

lONgER speaker cables (10 m) have been purchased enabling 
the sound mixer to be placed on the table for easier control of 
the sound, reports Competions Convenor Lesley Parolis. 

“Ken Woods has been very helpful in sorting out the equipment 
in the boxes in the store room and has given advice on streamlin-
ing the sound and projection system,” she says. “Many thanks to 
him.”

In July, Cape Town commercial and fine arts photographer Leon 
Oosthuizen judged the competition entries. He awarded 6 im-
ages the highest score of 29, and his average score for the even-
ing was 24, with the lowest score 16.

In June the average score was 23, and one image got the high-
est score of 29. The lowest score was 18.



     - 11 -              Cape Camera • June/July 2015

www.ctps.co.za     •     Copyright 2014    •     Cape Town Photographic Society

CTPS 125 years: 

Photographing Cape Town today

Left: Groote 
Kerk Alley by 
Lesley Parolis.

Right: Groote 
Kerk Clock 
by Barbara 
Hallock.

Below left: 
Reflections 
by Mike de 
Villiers. Left: News Flash by Pat Scott.

Below: Stagnant Pool Greenmarket Square by Brian 
Hallock.

Above: Cape Town 3 by Julie Dyer.

Right: Art deco window by Jenny Cole-Rous.

Far right: The Light Within by Andrew Denny.

During June, the CTPS 125 Year Celebrations focused on photo-
graphing the architecture of Cape Town city centre. Architect and 
top photographer Malcolm Jones led a City Walk through the old 
part of the city, during which members captured the images on this 
page. The outing started at the Jan Smuts statue in Wale street and 
ended in the Company Gardens
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CTPS 125 years: 

Photographing Cape history

Cape Town Photographic Society members have  
been photographing the historical buildings in and 
around Cape Town since the earliest years.   Ar-
thur Elliott’s collection of 10 000 photographs of 

Cape Dutch buildings taken at the beginning of the 20th 
century was bought by the Commission for the Preserva-
tion of Natural and Historical Monuments 
because these artistic historical images 
created such an excellent pictorial record 
of the Cape’s architectural heritage, Joy 
Wellbeloved reported in the February is-
sue of Cape Camera. 

This collection is still housed in the Cape 
Archives, from where the public may ob-
tain prints.

But, long before that CTPS members 
saw the need for photographing histori-
cal buildings: in September, 1894 it was 
decided to proceed with a “Photo Survey” 
of Cape Town and the town was divided 
into ten districts. Volunteers were request-
ed for each district. From time to time enquir-
ies were made as to progress and the excuses 
were numerous, according to Eric Vertue’s 
1990 publication on the 100-year history of 
CTPS. Apart from a few district volunteers 
completing their tasks, the project was a 
failure, Vertue wrote.  

More recently, Vertue himself was ap-
pointed to the National Monuments 
Council in 1968 in appreciation of his 
contribution to photographing South 
African historical architecture  — for 
example, by establishing and leading the CTPS 

Survey Group.
This group, established in 1965, did invaluable work in 

recording photographically and otherwise, much of the 
Cape’s architectural heritage, according to the catalogue 
printed for the exhibition of Vertue’s archtectural photo-
graphs, Our Hertitage/ Ons Erfenis, held under the aus-

pices of the National Monuments Council in 
the early 1970’s.   

In his CTPS history publication, Vertue de-
scribes the formation of the Survey Group 
as follows: At the time the attention to our 
old farmsteads was growing in interest. As a 
society, members had visited many of these 
fascinating relics of the past centuries during 
our field days. Some of these vintage places 
were not even known to the general public.

He was especially concerned that some of 
these historic homesteads could be demol-
ished, or destroyed by fire, as had happened 
to two properties shortly before.  He writes 
that they therefore decided: let us go into 

the country; the West Coast in particu-
lar. After all, this was the oldest known 

part of the Cape. After much thought 
and planning, the Survey Group was 

formed consisting of ten volunteer mem-
bers who were all keen black and white 

print photographers. 
They divided a map of the West Coast 

into 30km strips, which they researched, 
and interviewed farmers of   potential sur-

vey farms, before planning a weekend outing.
 What proved to be the most difficult part 

was to convince the hospitable owners that 

Since the earliest years, CTPS members have been active in pre-
serving the architectural history of the Cape in images. Eric Vertue 
and the CTPS Survey Group, especially, played a huge role 

Eric VErtuE deserves the gratitude of CTPS members  
past, present and future for recording the history of the so-
ciety in a publication to celebrate the centenary in 1990, de-
scriptively called Cape Town Photographic Society 100 Years. 
His account of the activities through the decades gives a rare 
glimpse into how CTPS grew and evolved ... but also what 
we can learn from the past.

Eric joined CTPS in 1936 and had been an active member for 
more than fifty years — most of them serving the society in 
some form as council member, president or vice-president 

during the late 1950’s, ‘60’s and ‘70’s.
In 1963, he inducted in-coming president Brian Greener with 

a collarette he and his wife Vera had donated to the society in 
recognition of the 27 happy years they had spent as members. 
She was secretary for most of the ‘60’s and ‘70’s.

Eric and Vera had met each other as youngsters in Kimberley, 
but lost contact and reconnedted and married after they met 
at a CTPS “Mystery Evening”.

His interest in history and conservation as expressed in many 
ways. He was especially interested in photographing historical 

Eric Vertue: preserving history in print and photo
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we did not wish to have tea or lunch, as this could only 
interfere with photography, writes Vertue. At the end of 
each weekend, within an agreed specific time members 
provided three 8" x 10" glossy prints, while Robert made 
measured drawings of the dwelling and the complex. 

It was a wonderful effort and covered the West Coast strip 
from Aurora down to the Diep River at Vissershok. When 
we reached the town area of Wolseley, 
it was time to stop, reports Vertue. At 
that stage Robert Page, responsible for 
architectural drawings, had also moved 
to Durban. 

But, before the group disbanded, 
CTPS, in collaboration with the Simon 
van der Stel Foundation, held a photo-
graphic exhibition in Stuttafords, titled Old Cape Homes.  
The members of the Survey Group all contributed to the 
exhibition held in May 1966. Some examples of their re-
search  into the history of historic homesteads in the 
Sandveld, and images of their modern appearances, also 
formed part of the exhibition.

The Survey Group never anticipated that their work 
would be published in book form, but when publisher 
Howard Timmins saw some of the prints that had been 
taken by the group, he pursuaded them to publish them in 
a publication titled From The Days That Are Gone.  

According to the CTPS 1967 Annual Report: This publica-

tion (in May) was received with acclamation by members 
of our society and the public, and was completely sold out 
within a fortnight. Profits from the sale will be donated to 
the Building Fund. We thank the members of the Survey 
Group and particularly Mr Eric Vertue for their energetic 
application to a very worthwhile project.

Profits from the sale of the book went into the Building 
Fund (see p12).

In 1967 copies of From the Days that 
are Gone sold for R4.50. It subsequent-
ly attained Africana status and by 1990 
Vertue reported that original copies 
would have sold for R40, had they been 
obtainable.

Unfortunately, the follow-up volume, 
From Bye Gone Days, was never published as Timmins had 
passed on, printing costs had escalated and binding costs 
made the project  far too expensive. 

In November 2013 CTPS member Antenie Carstens invit-
ed society members to participate in an exhibition Lenses 
and Shutters as Witnesses in the National Library of South 
Africa, where he heads the Reprographic and Digital Ser-
vices Section. 

“Five areas in Cape Town were selected for the exhibition 
and the request went out to CTPS and schoolchildren to 
concentrate on these areas in order to create a then-and-
now view of the areas,” he says. The best images from me-
bers formed part of the exhibition.

buildings (see above) and became leader of the CTPs Survey 
Group, which did much acclaimed work documenting histori-
cal West Coast farms.

Apart from being invited to join the National Monuments 
Council in 1968, Eric also served on the Tulbagh restoration 
Committee, where he played an important part in the 1970’s in 
restoring the old Drostdy after the earth quake.

He was also a member of the Simon van der Stel foundation 
committee and served on the Table Mountain Preservation 
Board.

In 1973, Vertue and CTPS member Ray Ryanpublished a book 
called Cape Homesteads, which is also considered to be Afri-

An historic get-together in 1960 by CTPS council members 
Robert Page (vice-president), Eric Vertue, Don McKellar 
(vice-president) and Terence Stafford-Smith (president) shar-
ing a drink in the pub on Greenmarket Square where the idea 
for the establishment of CTPS was discussed by Cairncross 
and Lewis in 1890.

cana. 
Vertue was assistant general manager of The South African 

Permanent Building Society and in 1976 they, in collabora-
tion wth the Old Mutual, published Travels with Eric Vertue, 
which is described as an excellent record of the rural Western 
Cape, covering informal architecture as well as many promi-
nent Cape Dutch farm houses.

Eric was also a board member of the Potographic Society  
of South Africa, where he edited their bulletin. 

He was awarded an Associateship of the PSSA (APSSA) as 
well as the Royal Photographic Society (ARPS) for his pho-
tographic work.  

The CTPS Survey Group did 
invaluable work in recording 
photographically and oth-
erwise, much of the Cape’s 
architectural heritage

The cover of the catalogue of Eric Vertue’s photo exhibition in the 
1970’s (left) and the CTPS exhibition in 1966 (right).
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CTPS 125 years: Celebration exhibition

I t is not necessary to talk about the history of the Cape 
Town Photographic Society, as this is recorded in the imag-
es that are on display, Detlef Basel, CTPS president, said in 
his speech during the opening of the CTPS print exhibition. 

“What is important, is just how much we have learnt from 
these images, as we have moved forward into the ever-in-
creasing development in the technology we use to capture 
these images,” he said. “This is a far cry from the Brownie box 
camera that I used in 1949, when I was 14 years old. Some of 
the old cameras are on display.

“The exhibition covers photographs from 1890 onwards, 
including submissions from our current members. This is the 
culmination of six months of preparing for the exhibition, 
which involved going through boxes of hundreds of old pho-
tos in our archives. It was a great find when we came across a 
1890 image of Table Mountain!”

 Images were included from each decade spanning the 125 
years’ history of CTPS. “This mammoth task was undertaken 
by a dedicated team of our members.”

 The glass negative and transparencies shown on the light 
box were sorted, selected and re-photographed to preserve 
them by Johan Strydom, Jenny Powis and Johan Greeff.

He further thanked Joy Wellbeloved for the hours she had 
spent researching photographic history; Anna Engelhardt who 
approached the media to publicise the exhibition; Malcom 
Jones for helping to select images for the exhibition, and Rich-
ard Goldschmidt and Robert Maginley for helping to hang the 
images. 

“Orms have scanned and printed several of the older images 
and, in addition, have mounted all the prints,” he said. “Orms 
also made a generous donation towards the running of the 
exhibition.”  He also thanked Nikon for a generous donation 
and Jordan Wine Estate for sponsoring the wines. 

“Finally, I would like to express my personal thanks and the 
thanks of all CTPS members to Pat Scott who undertook the 
exhibition as her special project and has made such a success 
of it. I must not forget to thank Jack. Thank you for lending Pat 
to us. Pat, THANK YOU!”

Left: Detlef 
Basel thanks 
Pat Scott for 
mounting 
the 125 Year 
Exhibition 
with a bouquet 
of flowers.

Right: Detlef 
Basel and 
Joy Wellbe-
loved deep in 
conversation.

An exhibition showcasing images taken by CTPS members 
over the past 125 years was held in the Marble Foyer of the 
Artscape theatre complex from 23 July to 3 August

WhEn traits like passion, dedication and hard work were being handed out, Pat 
Scott was standing at the head of the queue. One of the most enthusiastic workers in 
CTPS, she organised – and is still organising – some of the most memorable festivities 
of the CTPS 125 Year Celebrations.

Most recently she organised the CTPS 125 Year Photo Exhibition at the Artscape 
theatre complex. Pat, aided by Malcolm Jones, not only spent hours selecting histori-
cal images taken by members from 1890 to 2000, but also cajoled present members 
into submitting more recent images. Then she had everything framed, and with the 
help of Robert Maginley and Richard Goldschmidt, hanged them. And organised a 
successful opening night.

That was after Pat had organised the CTPS De Hoop Conference at the end of May 
and the Bein Wein outing in April (Cape Camera April-May), as well as the historical 
Cape Town walkabout in June (see p11). The culmination of this year’s celebrations 
with an end of year function is still on the horizon, as well as a picnic outing to Post-
berg in August. And if that wasn’t enough, she also undertook to select the judges for 
the competition evenings this year, and organise the monthly E&D speakers.

She is also one of our most accomplished gold-winning photographers.
Pat admits that she has always been known as a workaholic —also during her 41- 

Pat Scott enjoys the support of her husband, Jack 
Charteris.

Pat Scott: a passionate and dedicated CTPS worker
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year teaching career spanning “from schools to university level, in 
Zimbabwe, KwaZulu Natal and the Eastern Cape, culminating in being 
professor and HoD (head of department) of the Department of Ergo-
nomics at Rhodes University. 

“I loved research, lecturing and to a lesser extent, administration,” 
she says. “Through my work I traveled a great deal, nationally and in-
ternationally, to conferences, meetings and conducting workshops.”

While she had an interest in photography for many years, she never 
had the time to really get involved. “I always said when I retire, I would 
like to be a wildlife photographer. Little did I realise what a challenge 
that would be!” 

After she and her husband, Jack, retired at the end of 2005 and 
moved to Cape Town at the end of December, she finally found time 
for photography. “Within two months I went to my first photography 
course at the Cape Town Schol of Photography and since then I have 
loved every moment of my growth in photography,” she says. “I have 
done several courses and workshops and have had some really good 
guidance from well-known photographers.

“At the school I met Malcolm Jones and he encouraged me to join 
CTPS. I went to a few sessions at the Capetonian, where I also met 

Rashid Latiff and was bowled over by his stunning image of a chee-
tah! It was also a bit intimidating and it took me a couple of years to 
build up the courage to join CTPS.”

She joined in 2010 and says she has thoroughly enjoyed her experi-
ence with the society. “I very soon got involved in the running of the 
society and have been secretary (1 year), convener of Education and 
Development (2½ years), organised judges (1 year) and am now the 
coordinator of the 125 year celebratory events.

“Yes, there have been a few lows and frustrating spells, but these 
have been far outweighed by the rewards, and amazing experiences 
I have had,” says Pat.

 “I have met some excellent photographers who are so willing to 
share their expertise with the society, and so our knowledge and pho-
tographic skills are improved. The huge appreciation from so many 
members of the society have also made my commitment to the soci-
ety so worthwhile.

“Probably the highlight in my photographic life was having Bonding, 
my  photo of a Cape fox and her cub, selected as the favourite of one 
of the judges at the Interclub Competition in 2012…a good wildlife 
image at last!”

Far left: Malcolm  
Jones, who helped 
select images and 
long-time Cape 
Camera editor 
Sibyl Morris (see 
p15).

Left: PSSA West-
ern Cape Region-
al Director Johan 
Kloppers, talking 
to Vic Els and his 
wife, Carol.

Left: Joan Ward 
and her daughter, 
Mandy Mcguire, 
admiring some of 
the old photos on 
display.

Right: CTPS 
members Steffne 
Hughes, Karyn 
Parisi and Jenny 
Cole-Rous enjoy-
ing the exhibition.

Elmara Willis and Sakkie Smit catching up 
on news.

New member Judith Dodds and long-
time member Johan Greeff .

CTPS president Detlef Basel with his 
wife Barbara.

CTPS 125 years: Celebration exhibition
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CTPS 125 years: 

Exhibition highs and lows

The first photographic exhibition in South Africa, 
organised by CTPS in 1906, was indeed a grand 
exhibition.  The 629 prints, all framed, were ex-
hibited in the new City Hall, and  the event was 

opened by the Governor Sir Walter Hely-Hutchinson. 
Apart from works from members, prints from such 

leading overseas photographers as Horsley Hinton, F J 
Mortimer, Child Bayley and collections from the Royal 
Photographic Society, The Linked Ring and the American 
Photographic Salon were shown, Eric Vertue reported in 
Cape Town Photographic Society 100 Years. 

The only problem was that they somewhat over-esti-
mated the income from visitors paying 
1/- per person to cover the cost of the 
exhibition, with the result that CTPS re-
ceived two summonses. One was from 
framers Purcell, Yallop & Everett, the 
other from Townsend Taylor & Snashall, 
the printers. 

Time had moved on and from time to 
time the secretary and vice- chairman had waited on 
these two firms and explained that they had no money, 
but efforts to pay were under consideration, writes Ver-
tue. Now patience had run out and both firms issued 
summons for the outstanding amounts. Naturally there 
was a flutter; special council and general meetings were 
called. The only assets were the lantern and a camera. 

Liquidation was avoided when a member bought the 
camera,  Loan Accounts were opened with members 
lending amounts of £1 and 17 members bought Life 
Membership at £5 per person. 

The summonses were withdrawn on the understanding 
that the balances would be paid off as soon as possible, 
writes Vertue. 

Quite wisely suggestions to stage further exhibitions 

Since 1906, CTPS regularly organised photographic exhibitions — some 
more successful than others. The first one even resulted in legal action!

were refused, unless the money position was guaran-
teed, reported Vertue.

Notwithstanding, Cape Town became the only centre in 
South Africa that held regular annual photographic exhibi-
tions until 1929, Roy Johannesson reported in a publica-
tion for the International Salon exhibition hosted in 1992. 
Since 1932 a salon exhibition was held every two years, 
but, unfortunately the tradition was broken in 1990. 

During the war years it was not possible to have an 
international salon, reports Vertue. So to keep the two 
year tradition, we had a Members Exhibition and then 
a South African Exhibition. Also during that period there 

was the Cavalcade where the society 
was given a large “Hall’’. The split pole 
sides and earthern floot covered with 
bark choppings resulted in the prints 
having to be dusted every morning  
“due to the dust generated by the thou-
sands of people thronging through. 
It was very successful and many prints 

were sold, the proceeds going to War Funds,” wrote Ver-
tue. Fortunately enlarging paper was released for the 
purpose.

As part of the 1990 centenary celebrations, CTPS host-
ed a successful One Hundred Years of Photos and Cam-
eras exhibition of photographs from the archives, from 
present day members and memorabilia, including an old 
cine projector, operated by crank handle. The theme and 
scope of this exhibition was echoed by the recent 125 
Year Exhibition.

The 1992 International Salon Exhibition was held in 
the Nico Malan Exhibition area — today known as the 
Artscape Marble Foyer, where the 125 Year Celebration  
Salon was held this year. The colour prints were dis-
played in the CTPS building at 28 Jarvis Street.

Cape Town became the 
only centre in South Af-
rica that held regular 
annual photographic 
exhibitions until 1929

Left: Antenie 
Carstens (left) 
organised a 2013 
exhibition (p11)
and David Gray, 
here with his 
wife Anne, was 
a CTPS council 
members dur-
ing the 1990’s. 

Right: A pam-
phlet  advertising 
a salon exhibi-
tion held at the 
CTPS premises 
in Jarvis street. 
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A good  newsletter acts as a society’s history book, re-
cording who did what, when and why council decisions 
were taken. They also introduce members to their fel-
lows. The newsletters Sibyl Morris compiled in the 

1990’s and 2000’s did just that. They are an invaluable source of 
information about CTPS during those years and act as a bridge 
between the history recorded in the Eric Vertue centenary pub-
lication of CTPS published in 1990, and 
the past decade, in which many current 
members were keen participants. 

Few people realise how much work 
goes into compiling a newsletter like 
this. In Sibyl’s days the compilation and 
editing that was only a fraction of the 
work required.  The manual production 
and mailing  was a mammoth task. 

Sibyl tells it in her own words:
iN OCTObER 1990 I attended some of the celebrations of the 
CTPS centenary and, as I recall, was so impressed that I joined 
the society and went to my first meeing in December that year. 

In 1995 the cry went out for a volunteer to edit Cape Cam-
era, the society’s bi-monthly newsletter, which was at that time 
mailed to members on an A4 roneoed sheet.  Sensing that I 
needed to learn about computers, which were then a closed 
book to me, I volunteered, purchased a computer, and asked 
my elder son to set up AS pages for me. I had to learn fast!

But, during the eight years (more or less) that I edited it, I 
learnt a great deal and really enjoyed it as well. It was a source 
of pride to me that I managed to get it printed and posted every 
two months like clockwork. 

How well I remember printing out each page, then pasting 
them on to A4 sheet pages 8 and 1, 7 and 2, 6 and 3, 5 and 
4, 3 and 2 and having these master copies printed on 100 or 
more separate sheets, stapling the pages together, putting the 
completed newsletters in envelopes, kindly suppIied by Mels 
Homburg, and finally mail them with a sense of achievement.

For my effort I was awarded the CTPS gold medal in 2002. That 
year I handed over the editorship to someone else who had gran-
diose plans, but could not stay the pace. So, in late 2003 I took 
over again with a bumper July/ December 2003 issuer, and con-
tinued in a temporary capacity for another year. 

The digital Cape Camera of today is something I could not 
even dream of in those days!’

CTPS 125 years: 

Sibyl reflects on Cape 
Camera before PCs
Nowadays Cape Camera is compiled, edited and designed  
on computer, and instantly saved to an online site and the 
CTPS website. This is a far cry from the hours of manual 
labour SIBYl MorrIS spent on the production of the news-
letter when she edited it for eight years.  She shares some 
of her memories of those days

My husband had given me my first SLR, an Exakta, many years 
before, in total ignorance of all things photographic (I suspect 
that he approached a smart salesman who knew that the brand 
would die within the next few years and wanted to get rid of 
stock). I recently Googled the name and came up with the in-
teresting, but useless, information that an Exakta was the cam-
era used by James Stewart in his role as the photographer in 

the Hitchcock classic Rear Window. 
The body of my camera was an Ex-

akta, made in Germany, but I think 
the lens was Japanese. In any event, it 
was a quality camera and I learnt a lot 
using it. I ultimately donated it to the 
CTPS museum, so who knows where 
it is now ... Some 12 or so cameras 
later, I have an insatiable appetite 
(depending on finances) for the latest 
in camera gear.

I had a lot of fun with my camera in those early years. The 
most helpful aspect was entering the CTPS monthly competi-
tions, especially the set subjects, because that forced me to 
think about subjects that I had never tried, or which did not 
particularly interest me, and to try to produce a meaningful 
photo. 

Although not overly competitive by nature, I entered several 
salons and collected a number of acceptances and a few COMs 
(Certificates of Merit). In 1999 I was awarded my APSSA in col-
our slides.

 At club level, I won the Johannesson Trophy for nature slides 
in 1995, 1996 and 2006, plus Roy Johannesson's Golden Apple 
award; the Poichet trophy for Pictorial slides in 1994 and 1997, 
and the Agfa trophy in1992, 1994 and 1997 for highest point 
aggregate in slides.

During those early years of my membership, the CTPS num-
bers gradually decreased, so I didn’t have a lot of competition! 
At its lowest point there were as few as a dozen members at an 
evening meeting.

I think we could all sense that photography needed to change 
course radically in order to attract new members, and digital 
proved to be the spur needed – slow to start, but increasing 
dramatically in momentum each year. 

I bought my first digital camera in 2005 and life has not been 
the same since!

We are looking for a new editor 
for Cape Camera to take over the 
publications portfolio at the AGM 
in September. Please contact 
info@ctps.co.za if you have some 
publishing or editing experience 
and would like to fill the position

Sybil Morris next 
to her print exhib-
ited in the CTPS 
125 Year exhibi-
tion at Artscape.
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Long-serving stalwarts (1)
Over the years, many CTPS members had given long and outstanding 
services to the society — for example, Sibyl Morris, Antenie Carstens, 
Jenny Powis and Jeanette du Toit, who are all still active members today. 
We’ll feature more of these stalwarts in the next issues of Cape Camera

Quiet and always smiling, Jenny Powis was awarded Honor-
ary Life Membership of CTPS for her service 
to the society — as a council member and in 
other capacities over the past 26 years. More 
recently, she campaigned for the preserva-
tion of the glass slides in the CTPS storage 
facility and, with Johan Strydom and Johan 
Greeff, sorted and selected slides for the 125 
Year Exhibition.

Jenny is also a top photographer who has 
won a trophy just about every year between 
1993 and 2001 in the annual club awards.

“My passion for photography goes back to 
1989, when I went to CTPS for the first time with 
my boyfriend, who was a member,” she recalls. 
“I owned a Pentax MV camera at the time.”

Fortunately for CTPS, her passion for pho-
tography outlived that for her boyfriend and she has been a 
dedicated member ever since. 

“I sat and listened to the judges for a year before I joined 
in and started entering competitions every month,” she says. 
“Then I became hooked on competitions. I entered the maxi-
mum number of prints each month for many years.” She won 
the Vertue Trophy for best colour print in 1993, 2000 and 

2001; the Lawley Trophy for best Monoprint in 1995 and 1996;  
the Warner Trophy for Service to Still Photogra-
phy in 1994 and 1998, and in 1999 she won an 
award for Meritious Service.

 “After accumulating so many prints from com-
petitions every month, I decided to apply for my 
Honours in Commercial Colour Prints. I had to 
submit a panel of 18 colour prints, which was  
judged in all the major cities in the country.” She 
became an Associate in 2002.

 She also won several Certificates of Merit for 
salon entries.

“My photography has improved over the years 
and this can be accredited to our monthly com-
petitions,” she says.

 Jenny served on the CTPS council as secre-
tary during the mid-1990’s and 2000’s after she 

served as print convenor for a number of years. A few years 
ago she also organised outings.

“My best memories of CTPS were when each year a team of 
us decorated our hall for the Awards Dinner,” she recalls. “We 
were proud to have our own premises (at Jarvis Street). The 
Society has changed over the years in that we have moved 
venues for our meetings several times.”

Antenie Carstens: a man of many talents
DEPENDINg ON their interests, people will attach 
a different label to Antenie Carstens. We at CTPS 
know him as an excellent photographer, considered 
judge,  and a tireless worker to promote photogra-
phy, who was awarded Honorary Life Membership 
for his council work during the 1990’s. 

Other clubs in the region will know him as the 
long-serving Western Cape PSSA Regional Direc-
tor in the 1990’s until the mid 2000’s, the cur-
rent co-organiser of the Judging Appreciation 
Course and the author of the annual Interclub 
Competition AV. Nationally, clubs will know him 
as a Director of the PSSA and member of hon-
ours judging panels.

Many will know him as a historian with a passion for preserv-
ing documents and photographs, ideally suited to his work as 
Head of Digitisation of the National Library of South Africa in 
Cape Town Campus. He also served on the committee of the 
Historical Society.

Some people will know him as the sound expert. Then there 
are those who’ll know him as a PIC (pilot in command) with 
more than 2 200 flying hours  who have taken remarkable 

aerial images with two Hasselblads strapped to a Cessna — 
a device he designed himself. Documenting the lay of the 
land from the sky had provided his income for eleven years 
after the University of Stellenbosch in 1998  closed down 
the academic, PR and scientific  photographic department 

where he worked. 
The scientific photography was challenging 
work, he says, and you really had to understand 
the science of photography to meet some of 
the demands — for example, photographing 
things invisible to the naked eye.

 But, no matter in which guise you know 
him, everybody will appreciate Antenie’s 
thirst for knowledge, varied interests and pas-

sion for promoting causes he believes in.
Antenie has had a keen interest in photography ever since 

a science teacher at Paarl Boys High encouraged him and a 
friend to study the subject. He was still at school when he 
joined the Paarl Photographic Society in 1968, and the PSSA 
in 1970. 

 He had always gone out of his way to find photography-re-
lated work, for example, as a professional photog-

Life member Jenny Powis, at our service

To p19
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TO SAY THAT Jeanette du Toit does well in whatever she 
attempts, is a bit of a euphemism. Whether it is creating a 
luscious indigenous garden from seeds and pods, working 
two jobs at a time to find the money to study design, then 
winning bursaries as the best student, winning the Big Walk 
7 out of 8 times, or winning PSSA medals, 
trophies and honours within a year of be-
coming a photographer. 
“There is really nothing special about me, I 
just put everything into whatever it is that I 
am doing,” she says.

That entails driving across the Peninsula 
from dusk to dawn to get good shots of the 
city for the Cape Metropole competition 
in which she won 15 of the 19 categories, 
including overall prize, or patiently waiting 
all day to get the perfect bird shot and then 
sitting in front of her computer until 3-4 am 
to select and process the best photos. 

Therefore, when she decided to again en-
ter salons this year ( see p4), she realised it 
would be a lot of work. “But I thought, let me make an effort 
because every effort you make, has benefits. It also allows 
you the benefit to get an idea of what is good, and how you 
compete with others participating in the salon. I am not good 
in all categories, but I nevertheless made an effort in select-
ing images for those categories. I do well in Nature, Birds and 
Animals — but that is as far as it goes,” she says modestly — 
having done exceptionally well, even winning a fourth very 
rare PSSA medal.

Her love of nature stems from a childhood on a farm a few 
kilometres from the Etosha border, where lions and ele-
phants sometimes broke through the fences. As the only girl, 
she spent many lonely hours roaming the farm on her own, 
which taught her to look closely at the little things that are so 
important for a good photographic eye.

“I wanted to study commercial art after leaving school, but  
my father said he had five sons who wanted to study and I 
should get married. We were poor,” she says. 

She decided there was more to life than that and left for 
Durban.  After many years of enjoying city life, surfing, study-
ing, and working hard locally and internationally, she settled 
in Cape Town, where she opened a boutique in Parow.

A Mik en Druk camera she received as a birthday gift 
launched her photographic career and she attended a course. 
In 1997 she applied for CTPS membership for the second 
time — her first application had been unsuccessful as “they 
were quite fussy and strict with a long list of requirements to 

become a member.” 
Within a year she was a salon worker 

who won club trophies, medals and PSSA 
honours in 1999 when she received APSSA 
in both Nature Slides and Prints. “It was 
recommended to wait at least a few years 
before applying for a Fellowship, but Roy 
(Johannesson) prompted me to apply and 
in 2001 I received my Fellowship in Nature 
Slides. I received an APSSA in Nature Digital 
and also an APSSA in Reflective Images in 
2012. By having three APSSA’s, you can ap-
ply for VERS. I had four APSSA’s.”

Since then, she has been winning club tro-
phies with regularity.

Shortly after she joined CTPS, Roy and 
Mels Homburg insisted that she become active in council and 
she was co-opted as PR. “I did nearly everything, but high on 
the list was organising judges, interacting with members and 
new members, and also contacting old members not coming 
to CTPS, encouraging them to come back to the club. When 
I joined, we were only a handful of regular members, but I 
found an old attendance register with names and telephone 
numbers, which I systematically went through and phoned 
previous members.”  One of the problems was the limited 
parking at the Jarvis Street premises, but once the meetings 
moved to Pinelands and CTPS was promoted through a web-
site and various other ways, more people joined.

Roy Johannesson played a major role in helping her develop 
as a photographer ( see p20),  but she is also grateful for the 
positive influence of members like Mels Homburg, Ted Dick-
enson, Arnold Carstens, Malcolm Jones and Michael Flem-
ming. “We were a small group and everyone helped.”

She also joined Bellville and Helderberg Photo Clubs, which  
helped a lot with all the feedback and comments from the 
judges at the various clubs.

“What I miss is the critique I used to get — I suppose two 
heads are better than one!” 

rapher for the Department of Agriculture Technical Services 
from 1972 to 1980. He also managed to do his compulsory 
national service in the photographic division of the air force 
in 1972.

After completing his national service in 1973, he joined the 
Helderberg Photographic Society, where he is still actively in-
volved and also served on the committee.

 He joined CTPS  Cape Town Photographic Society in 1990, 
where he played an active role, serving on council, until 2000. 

“I always tried to do every photographic course available,” 
he says. Therefore, when the Cape Town Technikon started 
a part-time photographic diploma course, in 1981 he signed 
up, even though it meant driving from Stellenbosch to attend 
classes after work, and then driving back to Paarl later the 

Antenie’s talents (continued) evening after class, working on the bathroom he was tiling at 
home, before going to bed in the early hours of the morn-
ing. When years later the Peninsula Technikon in Bellville pre-
sented a magister in photography, he didn’t hesitate dodging 
the stone-throwers in order to attend. His MA dissertation on 
digitisation was exactly what was required when he got his 
present job at the library in 2008.

The correct way of digitising photographic material was also 
the topic of his application for Fellowship (Applied) of the 
PSSA. Antenie has several PSSA honours: he has Associate-
ships in Monochrome, Documentary and Literary,  AV,  Visual 
Art and for Service. In addition, he has another Fellowship in 
Audio Visual and Fellowships: three categories. In 1980 he be-
came an Associate of the Royal Photographic Society. Among 
the many awards he received are two PSSA service medals 
and a PSSA Presidents Award. 

Jeanette du Toit: the harder she works, the luckier she gets
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CTPS 125 years: 

Members reflect on 
Roy Johannesson
R oy Johannesson stands out as a giant amongst the 

many legendary former members that helped shape 
CTPS. Publications, letters and council minutes bear 
witness to a man with a passion for photography, the 

society and mentoring young talent, who for more than 50 
years worked tirelessly in many capacities for the benefit of 
others. 

His influence was felt over many dec-
ades, including the 1990’s, when some of 
the current senior members of CTPS were 
youngsters who appreciated his guidance 
and encouragement. Everybody clearly had 
the highest regard for Roy and his generosity in sharing his 
knowledge. 

Antenie Carstens (see pp18 & 21), for example, is grateful to 
Roy for proposing him for Honorary Life Membership of CTPS, 
and remembers his generosity of spirit.

One of our best photographers, Jeanette du Toit (see p19) 
credits Roy’s guidance and friendship as the biggest influence 
in her photographic development. 

Shortly after she joined CTPS at the end of 1997, Roy’s suc-
cint comments as a judge made her realise that this was a man 
she could learn much from. “They were concise, to the point 
and made sense to me,” says Jeanette. Armed with a gift bas-
ket of fruit and some of her images, Jeanette knocked on his 
door with some trepidation, asking if he would mind  looking 
at her images.

For the next 4½ years Roy would critically evaluate her slides 
— discarding the unworthy one’s in a cake tin — and teach 
her how to recognise and take excellent photos. They would 
mount all of the slides and project them. After some discus-
sion, Roy would give the verdict: in or out of the tin. “Some-
times I really liked the images that went into the tin, but Roy 
was ruthless,” she recollects with a grin. But, as the contents 

of the cake tin grew, so did the number of images that made 
it past his scrutiny.

With the result that Jeanette was winning salon acceptances 
and competitions within a year of joining. Roy also encour-
aged her to apply for her first PSSA honours within a year af-
ter she joined CTPS and became a serious photographer. She 

still cherishes the advice he wrote out for 
her when she was preparing her Associate 
panel (see image p15) as well as the other 
advice he shared.

They regularly went on photographic 
shoots — often accompanied by Ted Dick-

inson, who gave invaluable advice as a top landscape pho-
tographer. She just had to suggest a possible outing and Roy 
would be standing ready,  camera in hand, she recollects. “He 
loved photography!”

After Roy passed away in May 2002, aged 76, Sibyl Morris 
(see p17) devoted the July/August issue of Cape Camera to 
his memory. 

Roy will always have a special place in our hearts for his gen-
tle humour and his unfailing cheerfulness, for his love of na-
ture and photography, and for his willingness to share his love 
and skill with others,” she wrote. 

Like anybody who feels strongly about issues, his views 
sometimes clashed with those of others. As Sibyl wrote:  For 
51 years he has been part of our Society, encouraging others, 
contributing his own work, evaluating most skilfully and help-
fully, stirring the pot when he thought it necessary, and keep-
ing a proprietorial eye on all our doings.

"Congratulations!" was his favourite form of greeting, she 
remembers and it was always amusing to watch the discon-
certed expressions of newcomers who didn't know him, when 
he greeted them in this way.

She was one of the young members who got her APSSA 

Few CTPS members have left 
such an impressive legacy as roy 
Johannesson. Prominent current 
members gratefully remember 
the role he played in their own 
development and his service to 
photography in South Africa

‘It's said that photog-
raphers never die. They 
just go out of focus’

Right: Ingrid Johannesson (second from right next to her 
mother Raymonde, with her father (left) and Dick Pearce 
at the opening of the Cape of Good Hope Salon in 1974.
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“thanks to his nagging and encouragement. In my position as 
editor of Cape Camera, he was the one person whom I could 
count on to phone me without fail as soon as the latest Cape 
Camera arrived in his letterbox, to say "The latest newsletter is 
great! Congratulations!" 

She ended the tribute with: “About sixty of Roy's friends and fam-
ily came together on Monday 27 May at Kirstenbosch for a final 
farewell. Many CTPS members were there, as well as numerous 
other friends such as Anthony le Roux from Tygerberg PS, Marike 
Bruwer from Piketberg, and Jill Sneesby (current PSSA president)  
from Port Elizabeth. Among the speakers were Graham Parkhurst 
of Fotofast, Mike Cutlert, John Ford, David Kruger and Steve Oliver. 
It was an occasion when happy memories of a dear friend were 
exchanged, and Roy would have loved it! 

In the same issue his daughter Ingrid wrote about her father, 
who became a photographer in 1936 when he bought his first 
Zeiss Icon Baby box camera.

In 1949, while working as a sound 
engineer for the SABC, he was invit-
ed by Bert Fisher, manager of MGM 
in Cape Town, to demonstrate film 
and sound synchronisation at a CTPS 
meeting – and joined the society two 
years later, where he participated in 
the cine section as a movie maker. He 
met the late Terence Stafford Smith, 
who taught him all he knew about 
movie making and photographic art, 
she wrote.

Roy also had a long association with 
the PSSA, who gave him a medal for 
service after he served as president 
in 1975/76, elected him an Honorary 
Fellow of the Society in 1978 and in 
1990 gave him the prestigious PSSA President's Award. Shortly 
before his death he was elected to the PSSA’s past President's 
Council. He was awarded an Associate in colour slides, cine 
(motion pictures) and published works, as well as two Fellow-
ships – in colour slides and for having three Associates.

What began as a hobby turned into a career when he found 
himself employed as a Photographic Consultant at Shaps Cam-
eraland, wrote Ingrid. I'll never forget the day when Dad an-
nounced that he had sold his hardchrome engineering busi-
ness at 92 Wale Street, and that he was retiring ... at 40! It 

wasn't long before he was known as Professor Johannesson, 
the nutty guy at Cameraland!

Roy was first elected to the CTPS council in 1955, four years 
after he joined, and from then on made an indelible impres-
sion, among others, as president (1969-70) and chairman of 
the property committee and in 1978 CTPS made him an Hon-
orary Life Member. 

It always gave him great pleasure to share the art of pho-
tography with others, Ingrid wrote. He did this in the form of 
exhibitions, photo schools and workshops, as well as written 
articles. One of the educational films he made for Caltex, Die 
Eerste Jaar op Skool was used at teachers' training colleges. 
The exhibition of Roy's Cibrachrome prints in The Shell Gallery 
in the 70's was the first all-colour exhibition of photographs in 
Cape Town. He taught at the Cameraland Photo School, which 
opened in 1972, and promoted CTPS by writing numerous ar-
ticles for The Argus.

Ingrid remembers her father as an 
extremely generous person and an 
optimist who found something good 
in any bad situation, or just leave it 
alone to get on with being bad with-
out him!

To commemorate his 50 year mem-
bership of CTPS in 2001, Roy intro-
duced the Golden Apple Award for 
Service to Photography to demon-
strate his respect and thanks to oth-
ers. The first recipients of the award 
was Sibyl Morris, followed by Mels 
Homburg. I know my Dad was very 
happy to honour both of them with 
this special award. It's said that pho-
tographers never die. They just go 

out of focus, she concluded the tribute to her father.

Wise words from Roy that helped 
Jeanette du Toit  a lot:
1. Know your camera.
2. Successful pictures do not happen, 

they are created.
3. The correct exposure is vital for win-

ning images
4. image quality is important if you 

want to catch the viewer's attention.
5. Physical aspects of photography are 

important, but photographic art is 
the ultimate goal.

We would like to invite any members who knew any of the 
CTPS legends of the past like Roy Johannesson, Eric Vertue, 
Ted Dickinson, Ray Millington, Teddy and Tita Wilson, Bill 
Bensimon, Terence Stafford-Smith, Brian Greener and the 
many others, to please share their memories. We would like 
to include these recollections in a book on the celebration 
of the 125 years of  CTPS history to be published at the end 
of the year. Contact editor@ctps.co.za

Jeanette du Toit cherishes the advice Roy Johannesson wrote for her in August 1998 when she was preparing for her APSSA.
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CTPS 125 years: 

Antenie reflects on AV’s

Since its beginning CTPS always embraced all the various 
forms of photography available and motion pic-
ture or cine, as well as audio visual (AV) pro-
ductions were all practiced by members.

Long before the formation of CTPS, early experi-
ments with sequence photography by inventor 
Eadweard Muybridge (1878) and Thomas Edison 
(1888) in the field of motion picture technology 
brought a different application of photography 
to photographers. 

In still photography this also included film strips 
used for educational purposes.  As the use of 
filmstrips increased, the need for sound and syn-
chronising with music or narratives increased.  Using 
single images, photographers went through many stages 
before we arrived at what we have today by means of PCs. 

My interest in AVs started shortly after I joined Helderberg Pho-
tographic Society in 1973.  During our bi-annual exhibition Bert 
Manson (also a former member of CTPS) and myself used a Kodak 
slide projector and a Philips N6400 (See photo above) synchron-

The AV meeting on September 9th will be an evening not to be missed: the 
AVs made from photos submitted for the CTPS activities during the 125 year 
celebrations will be shown and ANTENIE CArSTENS will take us back to the 
days when AVs were shown with up to 8 projectors and sound manually syn-
chronised. In this article Antenie explains a few of the techniques

Photo 2: Roy Johan-
nesson behind two 
16mm projectors which 
he used before he also 
started AVs.

Photo 3: Sir and Lady 
George Pollock at the 
PSSA 1976 Congress 
behind two Leitz slide 
projectors.  

iser to synchronise the slides with music for the exhibition.  The 
tape recorder we used was an open reel-to-reel tape and the 
synchronising unit was a separate unit standing next to the 
tape recorder.  This type of setup was common equipment 

at many clubs during the development stages of AVs. 
In CTPS the AV and cine members like 

the late Roy Johannessen (see photo 2), 
started using two Leitz projectors with a 
Pollock Duofade unit, which was a me-

chanical device similar to a diaphragm 
of a lens fitted in front of each projector.  
They were set up next to each other.  With 

this unit it was possible to fade out and 
fade in slides, a very smooth way of transi-

tions, but purely mechanical.   
One of the first electronic units to be used 

was the Leitz Animatic Convar (see photo 3). With the Leitz Con-
var unit it was possible to use two projectors simultaneously, 
projecting on one screen.  Fades were possible between the two 
projectors by means of a slider that faded down the one projec-

Photo 4: Ektagraphic Dissolve unit Photo 5: Antenie’s 6-projector set-up. Photo 6: Taskam cassette recorder..
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tor and faded up the opposite projector 
at the same time.  The electronic signal 
could be recorded on a tape recorder 
and played back with the resulting fades.  
This again was done in real time — one 
mistake and you had to start over again!  

One disadvantage was that one of the 
stereo channels was used for record-
ing the signal, so only mono sound was 
possible — except when a 4-channel 
recorder was used.  This recorder used 
four separate channels for recording.

 It was not long before my interest 
grew and I wanted to use more than one 
projector, commonly known as multi-
image AV. 

Soon, we regularly used two projectors 
on one screen for our exhibitions, with 
many self-made improvisations.  In the 
late 70’s I bought a GAF 503 autofade set of projectors, capable 
of synchronising with a tape recorder via a cable.  The unit was 
controlled with a hand controller fading 
from projector A to projector B, while at 
the same time recording an analogue sig-
nal onto the tape.  

Remember that the synchronising was 
done in real time: if you make a mistake, 
you had to start all over again.  It was 
very important to have a script with tim-
ings or you would be lost. 

It must also be noted that during the 
late 80's and early 90's the name AV was formally replaced by 
the word Diaporama, until much later when it was changed back 
to the AV again, but some European countries still use the word 
Diaporama. 

Before I joined the University of Stellenbosch as a photographer 
in February 1980, my goal was to own a six-projector set-up. I 
joined the professional organisation AVASA, (Audio Visual Asso-
ciation of SA) which served the corporate market.  We saw many 
professional productions commissioned by large organisations 
like Sanlam that were very inspiring, because the level of crea-
tivity was very high.  Up to eight projectors were used across a 
screen that is about equal to an HD format these days.  

With the rapid advances in computer technology, computers 
and programming software became readily available tools.

 During this time, I was responsible for showcasing the CTPS Cape 
of Good Hope International and National Salon exhibitions, using 
my 6-projector multi-image set up.

 During the early ‘80s I was fortunate to buy an expensive Kodak 
Ektagraphic Dissolve unit (photo 4) that could control two projec-
tors and was also able to function in banks, which meant that you 
could connect up to four of these units to each other, each control-
ling two projectors, thus producing an AV with eight projectors.  

Over time I bought six second hand Kodak Ektagraphic projectors, 
lenses and dissolve units (photo 5) to realise my dream of a 6-pro-
jector setup.  With dissolve units made by Arion and their program-
ming software CAMI [Computer Assisted Multi Image] it was pos-
sible to do split second synchronisations with the projectors.  

Obviously, for the best performance you needed a 4-channel 
recording machine (see photo above) where a time code was re-
corded onto the tape — usually on track 3, and then fed back 
into the computer so that synchronisation can take place and re-
corded.  Once this was done, only the tape recorder, projectors 

and control units were needed to play 
the show.  

When improved digital equipment be-
came available I inherited CTPS member 
Ken Woods's Tascam 4-channel cassette 
tape recorder (see photo 6 on p12).

 Sound mixing was a separate issue 
when a proper mixer was needed and 
recording and mixing was done in real 
time with instructions written on a piece 
of paper to be executed at the right 
time.  Fade-ins and outs needed to be 
practised with a stop watch and sliders 
were used to control those sound fades, 
no moving forward or back of the sound 
samples as is now possible. 

Very often the first recording was 
done on track one, a second recording 
on track two and finally the two tracks 

were recorded together (track bouncing) on the third track, to 
free tracks one and two again.  Nothing was virtually represented 

like today's software where one can 
actually see your tracks with the sound 
sample!

 Very expensive high-precision slide 
frames from the American company 
WESS were used for their extremely 
precise registering of images.  With 
these slide frames, the projected image 
sizes could be changed: a 35mm slide 
could be projected by splitting the im-

age in halves, or even quarters, for example, allowing different 
sizes to be projected onto the screen.  Thus the screen could be 
filled with 8 different images at a time — the choices and possi-
bilities were endless with just as many effects!  

High end Rostrum cameras were used to produce precisely pin 
registered images.  The Photographic Unit at the Groote Schuur 
hospital used such a camera and I often used it for our produc-
tions at the Stellenbosch University.  The Department of Near 
Ancient Studies bought a 6-projector setup consisting of 6 Elmo 
projectors and 2 Arion dissolve units to control the projectors.  I 
was mostly responsible for these units and produced a number of 
AV productions for the department, exclusive of the scripts.

 I used my 6-projector setup to apply for my PSSA Associateship 
and Fellowship.  The amount of forward thinking for these hon-
ours are unimaginable today.  

 The increasing use of computers led to the development of 
more electronic and software-driven AVs.  Planning and recording 
became a simple matter of using the computer software, record-
ing onto a SD card, which can be plugged into the hardware and 
the show will play.  Eventually, the hardware and software were 
phased out as all recording, editing and playback were fulfilled by 
the computer via a digital projector.

 The question remains if it is now any better than years ago with 
analogue equipment.  I believe that the more the human being 
becomes dependant on computers to do his work for him, the 
lazier he becomes and the less he thinks.  Just recently scientists 
found that the attention span of the average person has become 
less than that of a goldfish ... with the attention span of 9 seconds.

 AV productions of the past needed a lot more brain power com-
pared to what we need to know at present.  Apart from knowing 
your photography, we needed to know a lot about equipment as 
well.  In fact, tongue in cheek, we used to be clever producers!

The electronic signal could be re-
corded on a tape recorder and 
played back with the resulting fades.  
This again was done in real time — 
one mistake and you had to start all 
over again!

A 4-channel recording machine where a time 
code was recorded onto the tape 
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August 9-16

PSSA Congress in the Canolas. PSSA National Congress 
in Swellendam 9-14 August. Organised by Swellen-
dam Photographic Society and Cape Photographers. 
See PSSA website at www.pssa.co.za (Congress tab).

August 19

E&D evening, during which photos submitted by 
members will be discussed under guidance of Mal-
colm Jones. Members can submit one image to Pat 
Scott at p.a. charteris@gmail.com for discussion.

August 22

Postberg outing during flower season. Meet at Uitkyk 
about 10h00 and spend a couple of hours shooting flow-
ers, agamas and land/sea scapes, before heading down to 
the beach at Plankies Baai for a picnic lunch. Bring your own  
food and drink and R60 or Wild Card for the entrance.

26 August
Please note that the AV evening has been rescheduled from 12 
August, as several members will be attending the PSSA congress 
in Swellendam. Members will discuss proposed Showcase  AVs.

9 September

The AVs made from photos submitted by mem-
bers of the 125 Year activities will be shown and An-
tenie Carstens will demonstrate old techniques, us-
ing 6 projectors. Refreshments will be served.

16 September

CTPS AGM and Council election. Please think about nomina-
tions to fill council positions. A description of what the vari-
ous positions entail will be published in the next Cape Cam-
era. Proxy voting forms and notices will soon be sent out.

16 September After the AGM (from 8pm onwards) Sandy Mathem-
Baily will talk about the power of photographs.

October 2015

Cape Town Photographic Society 125th Anniversary Sa-
lon for print (Antenie Carstens), PDI (Lesley Parolis), 
AV (Nellian Bekker). Coordinated by Nicol du Toit.
On October 30th, the society’s birthday will be celebrated 
with a gala dinner at Granger Bay with a prominent speak-
er, where old and current members will be honoured. 

For updates on outings, consult the CTPS 
website at www.ctps.co.za or the Facebook page.

125 Year celebration diary
Save these dates for 2015


