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Clockwise from top left: Philips N6400 synchroniser to synchronise slides and music. Taskam casette recorder. Ektagraphic Dissolve unit. Antenie Carstens’
6-projector set-up. A 4-channel recording machine where a time code was recorded on the tape.

he first record of an AV shown at

the Cape Town Photographic Club

was on 15 December 1891, during

which we gained our first honor-
ary members.

Eric Vertue recorded it as follows in his
book on the history of the first 100 years
of CTPS: ‘Capt. and Mrs Hayes gave a lecture
on photographing animal life and explained
that when photographing a horse it was ad-
visable to do so away from the stable as this
would ensure that the animal would not give
the impression of being listless.

‘Capt. Hayes brought his own lantern, a
Lanternoscope. The evening closed with Mrs
Hayes giving an excellent rendering of Mary
Queen of Scots during which the different
scenes were very nicely illustrated by suitable
scenes. Capt. and Mrs Hayes were unanimous-
ly elected Honorary Members!

The first AVs in 1890

‘In the late 1890’s features (audio-visuals)
made their appearance. The author would
stand behind Bill Kidd, the lanternist, read
his script and tap Bill's left shoulder when the
slide was to be changed. This was cumber-
some.

‘Later years the lecturer would insert his
jack plug and take the electric flex fitted with
a bell push to the front of the hall— push the

bell bush, a red light would blink next to the
projector and the lanternist would change
the slide.

‘By today's standards it seems primitive in-
deed, but it worked. Even when the first sim-
ple tape recorders made their appearance,
this system was in operation.’

In the 1970’s AVs were shown with a slide
projector and a separate synchroniser to
synchronise the slides with music on a tape
recorder, Antenie Carstens wrote in an arti-
cle in Cape Camera of June-July 2015.

‘In CTPS the AV and cine members like Roy
Johannesson started using two Leitz projec-
tors with a Pollock Duofade unit, which was
a mechanical device similar to a diaphragm
of a lens fitted in front of each projector.
They were set up next to each other.

‘With this unit it was possible to fade out
and fade in slides, a very smooth way of tran-
sitions, but purely mechanical’.

The Leitz Convar was one of the first elec-
tronic units, which made it possible to use
two projectors simultaneously. ‘Fades were
possible between the two projectors by
means of a slider that faded down the one
projector and faded up the opposite projec-
tor at the same time’, Carstens wrote.

‘The electronic signal could be recorded on
a tape recorder and played back with the re-
sulting fades’.

As this was done in real time, this was a
nerve-wracking process because you had
to start from scratch if you made a mistake,
recounts Carstens. Only mono sound was
possible because one of the stereo chan-
nels was used for recording the signal, ex-
cept when a 4-channel recorder was used.

‘It was very important to have a script with
timings or you would be lost’, he wrote.

Four units together

During the 1980s Carstens was responsi-
ble for showcasing the CTPS Cape of Good
Hope International and National Salon ex-
hibitions, using his 6-projector multi-image
set up.

Earlier he had used a Kodak Ektagraphic
Dissolve unit to control two projectors
to function in banks. It was possible to
connect up to four of these units to each
other, each controlling two projectors, to
produce an AV with eight projectors.

‘Over time | bought six second hand Kodak
Ektagraphic projectors, lenses and dissolve
units to realise my dream of a 6-projector
setup’, he wrote. ‘With dissolve units made
by Arion and their programming software
CAMI [Computer Assisted Multi Image] it
was possible to do split second synchronisa-
tions with the projectors.

‘Obviously, for the best performance you
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Roy Johannesson with the two 16mm projectors he used. Photo courtesy of Antenie Carstens

needed a 4-channel recording machine
where a time code was recorded onto the
tape — usually on track 3, and then fed back
into the computer so that synchronisation
can take place and recorded. Once this was
done, only the tape recorder, projectors and
control units were needed to play the show’.

Real time sound

‘Recording and mixing sound was also done
in real time with instructions written on a
piece of paper to be executed at the right
time. Fade-ins and -outs needed to be prac-
tised with a stop watch, and sliders were
used to control those sound fades, no mov-
ing forward or back of the sound samples, as
is now possible’, wrote Carstens.

‘Very often the first recording was done on
track one, a second recording on track two
and finally the two tracks were recorded to-
gether (track bouncing) on the third track,
to free tracks one and two again. Nothing
was virtually represented like today’s soft-
ware where one can actually see your tracks
with the sound sample!

Very expensive high-precision slide
frames from the American company WESS
could register images very precisely.

‘With these slide frames, the projected
image sizes could be changed: a 35mm slide
could be projected by splitting the image
in halves, or even quarters, for example, al-
lowing different sizes to be projected onto
the screen. Thus the screen could be filled
with eight different images at a time — the
choices and possibilities were endless with
just as many effects! High end Rostrum cam-
eras were used to produce precisely pin reg-
istered images.
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‘The increasing use of computers led to the
development of more electronic and soft-
ware-driven AVs. Planning and recording be-
came a simple matter of using the computer
software, recording onto a SD card, which
can be plugged into the hardware and the
show will play. Eventually, the hardware and
software were phased out as all recording,
editing and playback were fulfilled by the
computer via a digital projector’.

Carstens concluded: ‘AV productions of
the past needed a lot more brain power com-
pared to what we need to know at present.
Apart from knowing your photography, we
needed to know a lot about equipment as
well. In fact, tongue in cheek, we used to be
clever producers!

AVs reach out to other clubs

As anyone who has ever attempted to
make an AV can vouch, it takes a lot of
time, skill, patience and creativity to com-
bine images and music to create something
more than just a slideshow — even with
modern day computers.

Itis therefore understandable that the AV
group had always attracted a smaller num-
ber of members.

The idea of pooling the resources of
members from several clubs has therefore
been suggested several times over the
years, including in 2014-15.

Ten years ago, Thomas Niemeyer also
wrote to other clubs in the region: ‘Let’s
get together so we can pool our ideas, learn
from each other and get fresh impulses. Just
let’s meet to show completed AVs, unfin-
ished ones, or listen to a piece of music that
could be a base for an AV’.
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It is not known whether this appeal had
more success in 2004 than in 2014.

After WW Il great strides were made in the
development of film, and 8mm and 16mm
colour films became available. Photographic
societies, however, did not cater for this me-
dium, with the result that independent cine
clubs were formed.

But, in 1948 Bill Lewis approached Vertue
to ask if their group of cinematographers
could join the respected Cape Town Pho-
tographic Society? Despite objections from
some members, who feared that their pro-
ceedings would be disrupted, the group was
welcomed by those, like Vertue, who felt
that more members and more membership
fees would improve the possibility of realis-
ing the dream of a club house.

Welcoming cine workers

‘Bill Lewis brought in Pim Penso, a leading
8mm worker. He was joined by Terence Staf-
ford Smith, who had switched to 8mm, and
then Ken Halliday, that stalwart member of
later years, lent his weight,’ Vertue wrote.

‘A member of long standing, Herbert French
filled the post of secretary, and so a Cine Sec-
tion came into being, with their own rules and
financial accounts’.

Soon, it was unanimously agreed that the
cine section should be incorporated into
CTPS, with one of the two vice-presidents a
cine worker, reports Vertue. The president
alternated between a still and cine worker.

‘Originally, every Wednesday was a meeting
evening: prints, 16mm, slides, 8mm was the
procedure. A fifth Wednesday gave the op-
portunity of having a joint meeting’.

The interest in cine grew rapidly To p58



Hand-painted images on glass slides preceded AV's.

Double and triple magic lanterns. The chimneys allowed the illuminant heat to escape.

Moving picture shows through the ages

e know from historical re-

cords that shortly after the

discovery of the basic princi-

ples of optics, images were
created to be shone onto a surface to be
viewed many times magnified. This was
one of the first versions of the modern mi-
croscope.

As the only light sources in those days
were candles, the projected images were
very dim, and flickered in time with the
candle. Also, as the brightness of the im-
age depends on the magnification, and the
brightness of the source, they could only be
viewed in very dark small rooms.

A final factor was the size of the object
being projected, as larger images trans-
mitted more light, and thus gave brighter
images. These were usually hand-painted
images on glass slides. All these factors re-
stricted audio-visuals to small rooms with
few lookers-on.

A modern paraffin wax candle with about
13 lumens light output is very much dimmer
than the brightest modern projector at 40
000 lumens.

Although the Electric Arc lamp with an out-
put of about 10 000 lumens was invented
around 1800, its widespread use was limited
due to its complexity, and lack of a reliable
electricity supply, and the next best was lime-
light. The earliest magic lantern shows must
have been very, very dim by our standards.

AVs, as we know them these days, started
with the person controlling the magic lan-
tern, while narrating a story of what was be-
ing looked at.

Enter the professors

Soon light sources became much brighter,
allowing more people to view the show at
the same time in larger rooms, and so an
entertainment industry was started, with
showmen trying to outdo each other by
scaring the wits out of gullible viewers, who
were presented with images of ghosts and
demons. These slide-shows became knows
as Phantasmagoria, and the projectionist be-
came professors.

The professors would often hide the projec-
tor in another room, with only the lens peep-
ing out, or even hide behind a sheet using
back-projection.

After a short time, when audiences became
more discerning, static images no longer sat-
isfied, and the professors graduated to using
two or three projectors, all projecting images
on the same spot on the wall.

By using such crude methods as opening
and closing shutters in front of the projec-
tors, it was possible to create the impression
of movement, such as a building catching
fire, a boy falling into a well, and suchlike.

Fancy projectors mounted on top of each
other became highly sought-after tools of
the trade with fancy names like Bi-Unial and

Tri-Unial for 2-in-1 and 3-in-1.

Meanwhile, the light-source was con-
stantly being improved from candles, to
oil-burning Argand lamps, to limelight, then
finally to the electric incandescent lamp.
The brightest light of all was the Electric Arc
lamp, but that never made it into projectors
until much later, and then only into cinema
movie projectors.

The advent of photography using glass
plates, and the discovery of how to make
glass positive prints that could be used as
lantern slides, really gave lantern shows a
big boost. And so things remained for many
years until the miniature 2”” x 2"’ slides be-
came the standard when Kodachrome col-
our transparency film was introduced.

After WW 1l as a result of technical ad-
vances made, the old lanterns rapidly be-
came obsolete as the new Kodak slide pro-
jectors took over.

For a while slide-shows became totally bor-
ing events using a single projector only capa-
ble of holding 2 slides at a time - one being
projected, and one being replaced, with a
black screen in between. Generations were
bored still as everyone showed off the slides
that they took on their latest trip, or of the
new addition to the family.

Projector technology was dramatically
improved with the introduction of the Car-
ousel slide magazine that could hold up to
80 slides, and it was not long To p58
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AV and cine in CTPS

and the annual report of 1970 records that on
average 58 members attended the meetings.

In the heyday of cine, in the late forties, the
Cine Section decided to produce a 16mm
film on which as many cine workers as pos-
sible would work.

‘In 1950 the script for ‘Captain of None’ was
complete — even to the making of props and
a dollie. The leading part was taken by Cap-
tain Frank Cauvin, a one time sailor before the
mast, but now a pilot bringing ocean liners in
for docking’, writes Vertue.

Bert Fisher, manager of a cinema film com-
pany, was the director of the film shot over
weekends. ‘Members learnt much from the
editing crew and the correct way of doing
things. Tape recorders had only just made their
appearance, with Staffie Stafford Smith using

“TRIPLE LANTERNS,
FPrices from £25 to £100,

ILLUSTRATED OATALOGUES gm_ﬁa;' postree 10 all parts of the World
406, 68, & 456, STRAND; 54, CORNHILL, LONDON.

An advert for a triple magic lantern in a London newspaper.

Moving pictures through the ages (continued)

before enthusiasts saw the potential, and
linked up two or more of these projectors
with a tape recorder and pulse unit, and
audio visuals as we know them were once
more thrilling audiences.

Digital revolution

Then came the digital revolution. Camera
technology was rapidly improved to the
point that image quality soon equalled, or
surpassed, that of the old 35mm slides. Digji-
tal projectors, however, took much longer
to get the image quality to match the cam-
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(continued)

one of the early machines. Again a lot of time
was spent on the commentary and the subse-
quent synchronisation’, wrote Vertue.

In 1951 The film was ready for showing.
According to Vertue ‘it won much praise, but
what was even of greater importance, was
the enthusiasm it created. ‘Captain of None’
has been screened many times and does not
lose its appeal. Possibly because it is an ex-
traordinary good documentary.

‘The pilot climbs the rope ladder in a stormy
sea, takes control of the ship, with hand sig-
nals steers the ship through the narrow dock
entrance, the ship is tied up and the relieved
Captain, and equally relieved Pilot, retire to
the Captain’s cabin for a sherry!

‘Good story, well played and photographed.
Plenty of interest and action.

ARD

eraimages.

The simultaneous development of the PC,
and with it slide-show software, finally set
the audio visual world free of the restraints
that made it a very expensive creative outlet
for the few.

It is now possible to develop an audio-visu-
al show totally on one PC, incorporating mu-
sic that is synchronised to the images down
to the last millisecond. And something that
was only a dream 30 years ago — if you made
a mistake, you just edited that portion of the
show to fix your mistake, and carried on.

L

Sir and Lady George Pollock, who pioneered the Pollock Duofade, behind two
Leitz slide projectors at the PSSA congress in 1976.

‘The ladies were not going to be outdone -
Maureen Bateman, Daphne Thayser, Mabel
Chater and helpers produced their film ‘Dan-
gerous Game’.

Apparently there was one scene, of a
woman having a bath, that certain members
very much looked forward to seeing. But, re-
counts Vertue, it turned out to be ‘disappoint-
ing when all the foam virtually obliterated
even the bathroom!’

The records show that in 1970 the cine
section made another group film titled
John Perry — Artist, about the avant garde
sculptor of seagulls. This was also well re-
ceived by members of the Bird Club.

But, by 1990 ‘The 8mm film had virtually
disappeared off the market and not sufficient
video was yet available to take up the slack.’

I
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Using Wings Platinum, for example, it is
now possible to easily set up and project
from 1to 99 timelines of images, where each
timeline corresponds to a projector contain-
ing an almost infinite number of digital slide
images.

No wonder the old-time audio visual Pro-
fessors, with their complicated 6-projector
setups with tape recorders and dissolve
units, look down on PC-based AV shows and
say It just is not the same any more! — Joy
Wellbeloved. This article was first published
in the Cape Camera of April-May 2015.

Photo supplied by Antenie Carstens.
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Chapter 9

cmblems and
publications

From the earliest days CTPS minted badges and med-
als with its insignia and produced a wide variety of pub-
lications, including a printed syllabus with information
for members

The centenary issue of Cape Camera published in October 1990 (left) and the Novem-
ber-December 2015 issue that covered the 125th birthday celebration and 125th salon.

Cape Town Photographic Society over 125 years
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f the CTPS logo appears somewhat

dated by modern standards, it is with

good reason: it was designed in 1895.

The emblem embroidered on the 125
Year celebration club jackets is therefore
120 years old.

This logo, or crest, was actually designed as
an emblem used on medals and metal badg-
es and is still in use to strike CTPS medals.

While the depiction of the Cape Colony
coat of arms and the drawing of Table
Mountain with the homesteads as they
would have nestled in the City Bowl of the
time are self-explanatory — but why an al-
ien plant like the Mexican agave should fea-
ture so prominently (left front) is a bit of a
mystery.

In his publication Cape Town Photographic
Society 100 Years, Eric Vertue offers the follow-
ing explanation for the depiction of the plant:
‘That it was popularly included in old paint-
ings of the Cape during the last century is well
known. Thomas Bowler incorporated it in his
sketches and paintings; the delightful painting
of Kloof Nek by Angus reproduces it and so did
Baines. It is assumed that the design was final-
ised in Birmingham so that the designer would
not necessarily know that the Agave is not from
the Cape or even South Africa.

On the reverse side of the medals is a rela-
tively simple badge, supported by clusters of
silver-leaf resting on disas.
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‘Years ago when blazers were a popular
item of dress, | wished to have a blazer badge
made and asked Terence Stafford Smith to
draw a badge for me based on the illustration
on the reverse of the medal — and stirred up
a whole heap of questions,” Vertue wrote.

‘What were the colours? was the main ques-
tion. Of course, no one knew. Stdffie, howev-
er, knew where to go and that was to a very
keen cine worker, Bill Vye, who was the lead-
ing signwriter in the City.

Reading the colours

‘It did not take Bill long to “read” the colours
off the medal. The background colour is
a deep navy blue, the lettering gold on navy
blue and navy blue on gold. I then learned
that in heraldry all these colours can be
“read” by the marks, very minute, made by
the engraver in the metal’.

As can be seen on the badge currently in
use, the colours again changed early in the
21st century.

‘Years later we came across a note with
specimens of the medals that the Society of
Heraldry in England had approved and regis-
tered the design’, Vertue continued.

‘Until just after World War Il our medals
were still struck in Birmingham, which proved
difficult, and | was instructed to request the
return of the die which is now in safe keeping
in Cape Town.

From top left clockwise: An
undated lapel badge and
medallion with the old C.T.
Photographic C. emblem;
the ‘crest’ from 1895 is still
in use today; a medal for
‘continuous special services
awarded to Roy Johannesson
in 1970; Raymonde Johannes-
son received a gold medal for
‘mentoring services’ in 1990
and bronze medal for ‘special
services in 1972. Far left: a
Class A Pictorial Champion-
ship medal awarded to Robert
Bell in 1924.

‘Again it must be assumed that the dyes
for embossing certificates were made by the
same firm’, continues Vertue. ‘They only sup-
plied the male and female die and not the
press, with the result that the dies were used
in a letter press which resulted in small dam-
age to the fine lines of the male dye.

‘Fortunately, | was able to find a small suit-
able press and after careful cleaning it is now
possible to emboss the certificates without
any damage being noticed.’

As can be seen above left, some lapel
badges and medallions only depicted a fair-
ly simplified design with C.T. in the top cor-
ner and C. in the bottom, with Photographic
written diagonally between the abbrevia-
tions. It is, unfortunately, not known when
these badges were being used.

First designs lost

It is, unfortunately, also not known what
the first silver medal designed for the club
in 1895 by the then vice-president Mr An-
drew, looked like. It is also not known what
the club shield designed during this period
looked like — or whether it resembled the
badges depicted above.

What is known, is that a somewhat diffi-
cult council member objected so strongly
to a medal struck by a machine that he re-
signed. He believed all medals should be
hand made.
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he meticulous records that had

been kept since the very first

meeting in October 1890 has made

it possible to capture so much of
CTPS history. Written in honorary secretary
Andrew James Fuller’'s neat and distin-
guished cursive script, the minutes faith-
fully record how and why earlier decisions
had been made.

These first minute books are still in the
CTPS archives stored in a container in Ot-
tery. Apart from a period around the turn of
the 20th century, most of the society’s min-
utes are kept there. Sadly, the missing min-
ute books cover the crucial Anglo Boer War
era, and it is therefore not possible to know
how the society coped during the war.

Newsletter from 1904

Another treasure still in the CTPS archives
is a gentleman’s suit-pocket-size (9x12cm)
publication dating from 1904. This small 20-
page booklet is testimony to the quality of
information conveyed to members and the
printing and design of those days.

It contains all the information members of
the 1904 season could wish for: names of of-
fice bearers, the syllabus of meetings for the
year, information about meetings, member-
ship and visitors, the use of the darkroom,
optical lantern and slide camera, entering
monthly prints, borrowing magazines from

CAPE TOWN
PHOTOGRAPHIC
SOCIETY
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PHOTOGRAFIIG SOCIRTY OF SOUTHERN AFRICA
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Syllabus for September, 1970
and
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Above: A monthly syllabus was published
as late as the 1970's with the programme
and working groups allocated for the month.
This issue of September 1970 included the
Annual Report.

Above left: The Latent Image from Decem-
ber 1959 included the results of the annual
prize giving and other news about members.

Left: One of the earliest newsletters pub-
lished in December 1903 for the 1904 ‘sea-
son’. CTPS was still affiliated to the Royal
Photographic Society, before their member-
ship criteria changed.

the library, the rules of the society, etc.

The following comment will certainly
resonate with members 112 years later:
‘The Council fear that beginners in the Art of
Photography are often deterred from joining
the Society, from a notion which is found to
be prevalent, that the Society is only estab-
lished for the benefit of experts’.

Publishing a syllabus

The practice of publishing a printed syllabus
continued well into the 1970’s. These pub-
lications were printed monthly with infor-
mation about the activities planned for the
month, including judges for competitions,
talks, outings, meetings of the various com-
mittees and the duty rosters of members
making tea and who were on duty at the
planned meetings.

The syllabus also contained information
about forthcoming events, and recorded
the growth of the building fund.

The publications were printed at a re-
duced price through the goodwill of mem-
bers who had connections, or owned, print-
ing presses.

In addition, another printed publication,
The Latent Image, reported on members’
activities. The September 1960 issue, for
example, reported that CTPS member Otto
Dose had been made a Fellow of the Royal
Photographic Society in recognition of his at-
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Above: The cover of the first CTPS minute book,
which includes the minutes of the first council meet-
ing, is a bit worse for wear, but the minutes inside
are still very legible in honorary secretary Andrew
Fuller's distinguished handwriting.

tainments in the field of colour photography.

From about the middle 1960’s The Latent
Image and syllabus were published as one
publication, reporting, for example, on the
activities of the special interest Survey and
Adventure Groups.

The Survey Group photographed histori-
cal homesteads along the West Coast (see
more chapter 6), which was of such high
quality that Howard Timmins asked to pub-
lish their work in a book titled From the
Days that are Gone. This was so popular that
all copies sold out within 14 days.

The Adventure Group explored new
methods and types of photography.

Eric Vertue contribution

Eric Vertue clearly had boundless energy
and a penchant for publishing: apart from
being the driving force behind the Survey
Group, he published another book titled
Cape Homesteads with fellow CTPS member
Ray Ryan.

But, the publication that all members
should be eternally grateful for is the 102-
page typewritten book on the CTPS his-
tory he compiled by scouring minutes from
the earliest meetings and reproducing the
news often with dry humour.

It is not clear when the society’s news-
letter became the Cape Camera, but in the
mid-1990’s a newsletter by that name, con-

Cape Town Photographic Society over 125 years
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The centenary issue of Cape Camera, published in
October 1990..

sisting of four typed pages, no images, was
circulated to members every two months.
The editor was former president Pieter
Baartmann.

The amount of work involved in produc-
ing and publishing a newsletter has always
been a deterrent for volunteers. Baartmann
valiantly tried to cajole fellow-members to
take over the editorship from him.

Council member Mels Homburg even
suggested that Cape Camera should be dis-
continued due to lack of interest. But, then
Sibyl Morris stepped forward and started
producing a newsletter that even modern
members could be proud of.

Sibyl’s newsletters

The newsletters Sibyl compiled are an in-
valuable source of information about CTPS
during the 1990’s and 2000’s and act as a
bridge between the history recorded in the
Eric Vertue centenary publication of 1990,
and the next fifteen years.

Few people realise how much work goes
into compiling a newsletter like this. In Sib-
yI’s days the compilation and editing was
only a fraction of the work required. The
manual production of her As publication
and the mailing was a mammoth task.

‘During the eight years (more or less) that
I edited it, | learnt a great deal and really en-
joyed it as well’, Sybil told Cape Camera in
August 2015.

‘It was a source of pride to me that | man-
aged to get it printed and posted every two
months like clockwork. How well | remember
printing out each page, then pasting them on
to A4 sheet pages 8 and 1, 7and 2, 6 and 3, 5
and 4, 3 and 2 and having these master cop-
ies printed on 100 or more separate sheets,
stapling the pages together, putting the com-
pleted newsletters in envelopes, kindly sup-
plied by Mels Homburg, and finally mail them
with a sense of achievement’.

In 2002 someone else briefly took over
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In 1995 Cape Camera was a bi-monthly roneod
publication typed on four A4 pages.

images

the editorship, but Sibyl was back in the
chair the following year when the new edi-
tor couldn’t handle the workload. She vol-
unteered for an extra year.

Quick succession of editors

From then on the editorship became some-
thing of a musical chairs. In 2006 Cape Cam-
era was edited by llse Andrag and the bi-
monthly publication had again reverted to
the A4 typed and roneod format.

In 2008 Robb Anderson became editor,
but he only managed to produce three cop-
ies for the year, and the editorship was
transferred to Doug Young in May 2009.
Council gave him instructions to produce a
monthly newsletter of 3-4 A4 pages.

Peter Rymer was the next editor (who
was also the first to unsuccessfully claim
copyright on the design of the newsletter),
who was replaced by Jason Weeks in the
same year (2010).

Glynnis Schutte became editor in 2011
and when she resigned after four months,
council decided if CTPS cannot do Cape Cam-
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A copy of the A5 bi-monthly Cape Camera
that Sibyl Morris edited and published for
eight years. This included folding, stapling
and mailing 100-odd newsletters to members.

Left: This beautiful photographic book
was produced by Neels Beyers and
Malcolm Jones in 2011 to commemo-
rate CTPS’ 120th year in 2010. It fea-
tures images submitted by members
and also contains a short summary of
the society s history with excerpts from
Eric Vertue’s centenary anniversary
book about CTPS over 100 years.

era properly, it shouldn’t be done at all, as we
have a good website. Council agreed not to
recruit an editor.

In 2012 Glynnis returned briefly, but in
June of that year John Spence took over
the editorship to produce a monthly digi-
tal newsletter emailed to members in pdf
format. He also introduced the Snapshot
newsletter for short news items.

In 2014/15 editor Trudi du Toit published
Cape Camera as an online magazine where
each issue is read by on average 200-250
people from across South Africa, as well as
some overseas countries.

In 2016 an editorial team, each responsible
for different tasks, took over the publica-
tion under editorship of Anna Engelhardt.

CTPS also produced some coffee table
books featuring members’ images — for
example the one edited by Neels Beyers in
2007. To celebrate the 120th anniversary in
2010, Neels and Malcolm Jones again pro-
duced a hard cover glossy book showcasing
member images from the year. The book
was published in May 2011.
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Part 2: Nobodycan do everything buteveryone can do something

Chapter 10

-aMmous
early
mempbers

The founding members of the
CTPS were almost a Who’s Who
of Cape Town in the 1890’s

Standing left is first vice-president TW Cairncross and second from right
is fellow founding member and first honorary secretary and treasurer BA
Lewis. Seated is comet-photographer Edgar Hallis Allis.

Cape Town Photographic Society over 125 years
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Presidents and committee members 1890-1919

1890 - 1892: President: David Gill, Vice-
president: T.W. Cairncross , Treasurer and
Secretary: B.A. Lewis, Other members:
W. Pocock, C.Ray Woods, E.H. Allis, F.
Ayres (of Starke Ayres), D.C. Andrew, C.
Hayne, R.T. Petit.

1893 - 1902: President: David Gill,
Treasurer and Secretary: Andrew Fuller.
1903-1904: President: David Gill, Vice-
presidents: J.D. Cartwright, W. Forbes,
W.S. Logeman, Treasurer and Secretary:
Andrew Fuller, Lanternist: G. Ainslie,
Custodian of albums: H. W. Schonegevel,
Other members: T.W. Cairncross, G. Camp-
bell Dickson, Geo P. Kipps, F.M.H. Matson,
E.H. Oakley, E.J. Steer, J.A. Yallop.

1905 - 1906: President: David Gill,

rom the earliest days the

growth and success of the

Cape Town Photographic Club

(later Society) depended on

the enthusiasm and skills of

the council members volun-
teering for the different tasks.

Among them were also photographers
who had made their mark elsewhere, like
C. Ray Woods, who was the first South Af-
rican photographer to join the Royal Pho-
tographic Society in 1882.

The first committee members were a
veritable Who’s Who of 19th century Cape
Town society. JOY WELLBELOVED in-
troduces some of them:

Gill: our stargazing president

For Dr. David Gill, starting organisations
seemed to be a thing that he just did —

Cape Town Photographic Society over 125 years

Treasurer and Secretary: Andrew Fuller.

1907 - 1908: President: JD Cartwright,
Treasurer and Secretary: Andrew Fuller.

1909: President: Sir Frederick Smith
(Cape Town mayor), Treasurer: Andrew
Fuller, Secretary: Mudie Thomson (died)
Andrew Fuller again took the position.

1910: President: Sir Frederick Smith,
Vice-president: Andrew Fuller, Treasurer:
JP Edwards, Secretary: HS Jager.

1911: President: Rev William Forbes, Sec-
retary: HW Schonegevel.

1912: President: JD Cartwright, Secre-
tary: HW Schonegevel.

1913 -1919: President: Dr J Luckhoff,
Secretary: EJ Steer.

time and again. Cape Town Photographic
Club was just one of the organisations
that he got off the ground. He was elected
honorary president at the first meeting on
October 30, 1890, and remained president
until he returned to the UK in 1906.

When the Cape Town Photographic Club
was founded he had been the Astronomer
Royalin charge of the Royal Observatory at
the Cape of Good Hope for 11 years, a po-
sition that he would keep for the next 16
years.

When he arrived in Cape Town in May 1879
the Royal Observatory at the Cape of Good
Hope was in a bad state with antiquated,
poorly maintained equipment, dating back
to 1820. When he resigned in 1906, the Roy-
al Observatory at the Cape of Good Hope
was the finest observatory in the southern
hemisphere, he had kick-started Astropho-

Above: The historical photo of the ‘Great Comet’ of
1882, taken by two CTPS founder members.

Far left: Dr. (later Sir) David Gill during his time
in Cape Town.

Left: A copy of the Southern Sky catalogue Sir David
Gill compiled as astronomer in Cape Town, now in
the Library of the Astronomical Society of the Pacific.

Milestones

During the first decades the name was
changed from Club to Society, members
kept abreast of the latest developments in
photography, CTPS nearly went bankrupt
after hosting an ambitious international ex-
hibition and CTPS withstood the disruptions
caused by the Anglo Boer War and WW I.

In 1904 CTPS had 140 ordinary members,
9 life members and 9 country members.
The Syllabus of that year records that: The
Council fear that beginners in the Art of Pho-
tography are often deterred from joining the
Society, from as notion that is found to be
prevalent, that the Society is only established
for the benefit of experts. Membership was,
however, not granted automatically on ap-
plication: it had to be approved by members
voting at a general meeting.

tography, he had designed a new telescope
that was so good its design was still regard-
ed as the best 100 years later, and he was
now Sir David Gill, having been knighted by
Queen Victoria in 1904.

Born on 12th June 1843 in Aberdeen Scot-
land to Margaret and David Gill, who held
a Royal Warrant as Watchmaker to Queen
Victoria, young David was expected to take
over his father’s business.

As a boarder of the Dollar Academy in Ab-
erdeenshire, Scotland (which is currently
the UK's oldest co-educational day and
boarding school) he became interested
in mathematics, natural philosophy and
chemistry. He must have been a bright kid,
as he was enrolled at Marischal College,
University of Aberdeen in 1858, aged only
15. One of his tutors was the great physicist
James Clerk Maxwell who produced the
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first colour photograph in 1861 — about
the time that David left school at his fa-
ther’s request to learn the watchmaking
business.

David spent the next few years travelling
around the continent, learning the art of
clock making in Switzerland and acquir-
ing a feeling for precision instruments,
knowledge of business methods, and for-
eign languages. At the same time he kept
his interest in astronomy alive by helping a
professor at Kings College Aberdeen set up
a telescope. After a few years he sold the
watchmaking business, but the skills that
he had learned working with precision in-
struments stayed with him.

By 1869 he was a member of the Royal As-
tronomical Society, and had built his own
12 inch (300mm) telescope with which he
took a photograph of the moon, which was
of high quality. Taking a photograph of the
moon in 1869 was not as simple as it seems
to us.

The Daguerreotype process was just not
sensitive enough to light as it required very
long exposures, even in full daylight. Wet
plates could only be exposed while they
were still wet, which limited exposure
time, and the invention of dry plate pho-
tography was still a few years away.

When an aristocrat, Lord Lindsay of Dun
Echt, saw Gill’s photograph of the moon,
he knew that he had found the man to
build him a private observatory at his home
at Dun Echt. When Lord Lindsay offered Gill
the post of director, he accepted with alac-
rity, despite the reduced salary.

The observatory was erected under Gill's
supervision and equipped on a lavish scale
with instruments finer than many of those

» MAP OF o

. TOWN

Being the Map of 1884, revised and zorrecd so dite, wnder the tuperirtandence of the
o / ) City Enginesr. T. W. Cairncrass, E4.. AMLC.E. (b parmission of the Town Councill.

available in Government Observatories at
the time — including a 4 inch (100 mm) he-
liometer with which he became an expert
observer. Gill remained the Director at Dun
Echt until 1876.

Thus started his career which was to bring
him international fame, and provide astron-
omers all over the world with a priceless
new research tool: astrophotography.

In 1879 Lord Lindsay was obviously a
man of influence, because he influenced
the decision to have Gill appointed as HM
Astronomer at the Cape of Good Hope - a
position that he held until 1906. Before he
took up his post, Gill travelled extensively
all over Europe in order to meet some of
the world's foremost astronomers.

In 1882, Finlay, one of his assistant astron-
omers at the Cape Observatory, discovered
a bright comet in the southern sky, which
became known as the Great Comet of 1882.

By this time the dry plate cameras were
newly introduced. Gill and a local photog-
rapher, Mr EH Allis (who later became a
CTPS committee member) fastened an
ordinary camera with a 2.5 inch aperture,
and 11 inch focal length Dallmeyer lens to
the clock-driven equatorial telescope. They
took several photos over a few nights with
exposures of between 30 and 60 minutes.
The results were astounding. The photo-
graphs showed a good image of the comet,
but the background stars were also shown
with absolute clarity and sharpness.

As Gill studied the photographs, he real-
ised that the science of photography could
assist making star-maps down to very faint
magnitudes. The result was the famous
CPD or Cape Photographic Durchmuster-
ung, which extended a Northern Hemi-
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Cape Town in 1891. This
is a lithograph of the 1884
map of Cape Town done
under supervision of City
Engineer and CTPS found-
er TW Cairncross that was
published in 1891.

Some of the interesting
features are the location
of the Cape Town Station
next to the Parade, where
the Golden Acre Shop-
ping center is today. The
separate goods station was
where the station is today.

Also note the Sea Point
railway and the tram-
way from the Amsterdam
Battery to the Standard
Bank in Adderley Street.
The Castle is right on the
shoreline.

The image is part of a se-
lection of out-of-copyright
maps from the library of
the Trigonometrical Sur-
vey Office, now known as
the Chief Directorate: Na-
tional Geo-spatial Infor-
mation.

sphere survey, the Bonn Durchmusterung,
down to the South Pole of the sky. The fin-
ished catalogue gives the brightness and
approximate positions of nearly half a mil-
lion southern stars

In 1886 he initiated an international con-
gress to promote the making of a photo-
graphic catalogue of the whole sky, which
resulted in the Carte du Ciel project. The
Cape Observatory was assigned the zone
between declinations -40° and -52°. He ini-
tiated the idea of a geodetic survey along
the 30th east meridian stretching from
South Africa to Norway, resulting in the
longest meridian yet measured on Earth.

Gill’s expertise in instrument making was
put to good use. His design for a Revers-
ible Transit Circle telescope proved so reli-
able and accurate that it remained in use
until 1972. For decades, accurate positions
for southern stars depended mainly on this
one instrument.

On 24 May 1900 Gill was knighted, and in
1906 he resigned his position in Cape Town
due to failing health, and returned to Lon-
don. There he continued to involve himself
in matters astronomical until his death on
24 January 1914.

Vice-president Cairncross

Thomas William Cairncross (1845 — 1918)
became City Engineer for Cape Town in
1886 and began the smelly job of designing
and laying the current water- borne sewer-
age system in Cape Town. By 1894 the city
had eight miles of sewers, seven of which
had been laid during his tenure.

It was his discussion with fellow photo-
enthusiast B.A. Lewis over a tickey beer in
the Thatched Tavern, that resulted in the

Cape Town Photographic Society over 125 years



The memorial plaque to JD Cartwright erected by
the Friends of Christ Church in Kenilworth.

formation of the photographic society. At
the founding meeting of 30 October 1890,
he was elected vice-president of the Cape
Town Photographic Club.

He was also a founder member of the so-
ciety for Advancement of Science.

Cairncross lived at Leeuwenhof, a popu-
lar venue for early club outings.

Founder BA Lewis

B.A. Lewis, the manager of the new Cape
Town and District Gas Light and Coke Com-
pany, ensured his place in CTPS history
when he was one of the two men to pro-
pose the formation of a photographic soci-
ety. He was elected the first honorary sec-

. T

retary and treasurer when the Cape Town
Photographic Club was formed.

In 1890 gas streetlights were still mod-
ern technology. To be a manager of a firm
supplying the latest technology shows Mr
Lewis to be quite a guy. It is therefore not
surprising that he was one of the three
men responsible for founding the Cape
Town Photographic Society.

In 1895 that electricity eventually sup-
planted gas lighting in Cape Town’s streets
— but it took a few more years before the
photographers trusted this new illuminant
enough to replace the kerosene they used
for showing slides.
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Left: City landmark Cartwright's
Corner is one of the legacies of
former CTPS president JD Cart-
wright,

Opposite page: Dr. Rudolf Mar-
loth travelled across Southern
Africa to photograph plants, car-
rying cameras that weighed up to
1001b on ox wagons. A page from
his mammoth six-part publication
on ‘Flora of South Africa’is repro-
duced here.

Secretary & treasurer Andrew Fuller

Andrew James Fuller of the Defence De-
partment, was elected a council member at
the first annual general meeting in 1891 and
served as Honorary Secretary for 17 years
from 1892 to 1908.

He was a very able secretary with a neat
handwriting and a member who, whilst not
being intolerant, nevertheless, guided the
society successfully through some awk-
ward and difficult periods.

At the second AGM in 1892 he was also
elected honorary treasurer, where he did
not quite achieve the same acclaim as sec-
retary. During his tenure as treasurer the

Allis, the star photography pioneer ... or was it Gills?

EDGAR HAGGAR ALLIS was the Cape
Town photographer who devised a plan to
take the world’s first sharp photograph of
a heavenly body, namely the Great Comet
of 1882. He was also a founding member of
CTPS eight years later.

Up to then the use of slow emulsion
and long exposure showed any stars pho-
tographed as short lines, because of the
movement of the earth.

Allis had a camera with a rapid portrait
lens, as well as the necessary dry plates
and the means to develop these. Dr. David
Gill was keen to obtain clear photographs
of the comet, and therefore gave Allis per-
mission to strap his camera to a telescope
barrel at the Royal Observatory in Cape
Town.

Allis attached the camera to the decli-
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nation axis counterpoise of the 6” Grubb
Equatorial telescope in such a way that the
camera moved with the telescope. A num-
ber of photographic plates were obtained,
with exposure times varying from 30 to 140
minutes.

Gill said: “l am indebted to Mr E H Allis,
Photographer, Mowbray, for the loan of
the camera in question, and for his assis-
tance in the work.”

Gill sent prints of the photographs to
various overseas correspondents, who re-
acted with enthusiasm. The photos were
later published in the Annals of the Cape
Observatory (Vol. 2, Part 1). He donated
Allis’ negatives to the Royal Astronomical
Society and they are now in the Science
Museum in London.

In a letter to the Photographic Journal in

England, Allis, however, said that the idea
of mounting the camera on a telescope
originated with him, and that he obtained
Gill’s help to carry it out.

Gill responded by explaining in a letter
to the secretary of the Royal Astronomical
Society that he was the originator of the
concept, and that Allis had merely acted as
a most able assistant. Gill’s version of the
events was generally accepted at the time,
but since then historians seem to favour Al-
lis’ version .

Either way, on 5 January, 1893 Mr E H Al-
lis was elected an Honorary Member of the
Cape Town Photographic Club - the first
member to receive this honour.

A collection of photographs ascribed to
Allis are in the Picture Collection of the Na-
tional Library in Cape Town.
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De Waal Park (right)
in about 1900, five
vears after the Cape
Town park was es-
tablished as result of
a campaign by CTPS
council member and
botanist James Luck-
hoff, who considered
it a spiritual retreat in
the city.

society nearly went bankrupt after hosting
an international exhibition in 1906, but he
managed to restore the societies fortunes
(see chapter 5).

During the period he served on council
he was awarded a Fellowship by the Royal
Photographic Society of Great Britain —
the first Fellow in the society as well as the
first South African to be awarded this ac-
colade for his photographic work.

A study of the catalogue of 1902 exhibi-
tion of the Royal Photographic Society
shows that Fuller had eight acceptances,
and fellow CTPS member Dr. Rudolf Mar-
loth, had six.

Second president Cartwright

John Dean Cartwright (1845 - 1930), a suc-
cessful merchant and politician, was presi-
dent of the Cape Town Photographic Soci-
ety twice — succeeding Sir David Gill from
1907 to 1908, then again from 1911 to 1912.
Aged only 21, using an inheritance from
his mother, he invested in the Cape Town
household provisions company Jacob Wa-
termeyer and Co. where he was employed,
and eventually bought the company in

1873. He grew the business considerably
and changed its name to JD Cartwright and
Co. By 1888 he had expanded the business
so much that they had to move to bigger
premises in Adderley Street.

Ten years later, he erected the six-sto-
reyed Mansion House on the corner of Ad-
derley and Darling Streets, which became
the firm’s headquarters, and for genera-
tions thereafter was known as Cartwright’s
Corner.

He was very active in politics, and was
twice elected to the Cape House of As-
sembly and after the Anglo Boer War to
the Cape Parliament. He also represented
Rondebosch in the Cape Provincial Council.

Cartwright was a community man: he
was one of the founders of the Y.M.C.A.
movement in the Cape, whose premises
hosted CTPS meetings for many years and
also founded the East End Public School in
De Villiers Street. He served on the Cape
School Board and the board of trustees of
the Somerset Hospital. A keen tennis play-
er, he was elected vice-president of the
Western Province Lawn Tennis Association

The Cartwright family is today remem-
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bered by brass memorial plaques in Christ
Church in Kenilworth, and by Cartwright’s
Curry, which one of their companies made!

Mayor Frederick Smith

Sir Frederick Smith, who was mayor of
Cape Town from 1908 to 1912, followed in
the footsteps of JD Cartwright as president
of CTPS from 1909 to 1910.

Not a lot of information is available about
him, except that Rhodes Memorial was
built and dedicated while he was mayor.

He called a meeting in the City Hall on 30
April 1908 at which The Society for the Pro-
tection of Child Life (SPCL, now the Cape
Town Child Welfare Society) was estab-
lished.

Botanist Rudolf Marloth

Botanist and lecturer Rudolf Marloth (1855
-1931) discovered many new plant species
and was also instrumental in founding
the Mountain Club of South Africa, which
shared many outings with CTPS.

Dr Marloth arrived in Cape Town on 30
December 1883, and the story goes that
within 24 hours of landing in Cape Town
from Germany, Marloth was looking for
specimens on top of Table Mountain.

Spending much time botanising in the
mountains, he came into contact with the
mountaineering fraternity, and played a
role in the founding of the Mountain Club
of South Africa in 1891, of which he was
chairman from 1901-1906. He received their
gold badge in 1906.

He formed a close link between the
Mountain Club of South Africa and the
Cape Town Photographic Society that last-
ed for many years.

He travelled widely in Southern Africa,
Bechuanaland (now Botswana) and South
West Africa (now Namibia), collecting, pho-
tographing and documenting the unique
flora of the region. Not so easy when your
photographic equipment weighed about
100 pounds, and the only transport was by
ox-wagon!

He was the first man with a broad and
thorough botanical training to settle in
South Africa and to study and record the
country’s flora. His Flora of South Africa is a
monumental work, published in 6 volumes
between 1913 and 1932. The aloe Marlothii
was named after Rudolf Marloth, and so is
Marloth Park, an important nature reserve
and holiday town in Mpumalanga.

He was an indefatigable walker — he of-
ten came home so late at night from his
walks and left again so early the next day
that his wife did not always know whether
he was returning or leaving when she saw
him at home at night.

He was also an expert photographer:
whatever he observed on his expeditions
he photographed and used the photo-
graphs to illustrate his publications.

Naturalist James Luckhoff

Dr. James Luckhoff was president of CTPS
from 1913 to 1919. Luckhoff was a lover of

Cape Town Photographic Society over 125 years



One of Edward Roworth’s signature paintings of Cape farms, titled

Cape Farmhouse.

nature, and he campaigned successfully
for the preservation of the area that was
opened to the public in 1895 as De Waal
Park. To him the park was not only a his-
torical heritage, which is both beautiful and
useful, but also of spiritual value.

Luckoff and his son were friends with
Marloth, and accompanied him and other
CTPS members on various outings to col-
lect and photograph interesting botanical
specimens.

Artist Edward Roworth

Lancashire-born painter Edward Roworth
not only made a memorable impression
on the South African art scene, but he was
also one of the prominent early members
of CTPS, which he joined after he settled
in South Africa after the Anglo Boer War in
1902. He had come to South Africa with the
British forces.

Apart from being a renowned portrait

and landscape painter of especially old
Cape farmhouses, Roworth played a promi-
nent role in South African art circles over
many decades.

He was elected president of the South Af-
rican Society of Artists in 1908 and in 1909
he was commissioned to produce a paint-
ing of the National Convention, depicting
the 33 men who were architects of the Un-
ion of South Africa, which hung in the Na-
tional Assembly for many years.

In the 1930’s the South African Govern-
ment commissioned him to paint six panels
for South Africa House in London and he
was awarded the King George V Silver Jubi-
lee medal for services to art in South Africa.
In the late 1930’s he was also appointed di-
rector of the Michaelis Art School and chair
of Fine Arts at UCT. In 1941 he became direc-
tor of the SA National Gallery, a position he
held until he retired in 1948.

Roworth died in 1963 in Somerset West.

STATIONKANTOOR

The approximately 10 000 photographs by Arthur
Elliott (above) of the old Cape Town buildings is
not only valued as a pictorial record, but also for
their artistic value. The photo he took of the old
police station (at the top) in Wale Street is part of
the collection in the Cape Archives.

‘The world’s greatest sea- and landscape photographer. Baron Albert

CTPS PRESIDENT from 1930-1943, Baron
Albert Van Rheede Van Oudtshoorn was ar-
guably our most celebrated member. Frank
Fraprie had described him in the American
Annual of Photography as one of the world’s
greatest exponents of land- and seascape
photography and he was world-renowned
for his bold land- and seascapes that fea-
tured in international salons on five conti-
nents during the late twenties to forties.
The Royal Photographic Society (RPS)
awarded him an Honorary Fellowship, the
first awarded to a South African photog-
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rapher during the King’s coronation in 1937
— King George VI had also accepted one of
his prints. Van Rheede Van Oudtshoorn had
already earned a Fellowship from the RPS in
1931 and an Associateship in 1928.
According to Dr. Kin Bensusan in his pub-
lication Silver Image Van Rheede Van Oudt-
shoorn’s masterpieces included Thunder-
ing Through, Sands and Shallows, Road to
Caledon and The Elements, which brought
him fame in salons on five continents. He
received about 300 awards in various exhi-
bitions and competitions and had about 450

acceptances in salons.

His lineage is equally impressive: his family
came to the Cape in 1745 where Pieter van
Rheede van Oudtshoorn served as second
in command to the Governor of the Cape.
The town Oudtshoorn is named after the
family — one of seventeen Dutch families
allowed to hand down the title of baron to
every child.

CTPS awarded Van Rheenen Van Oudt-
shoorn an Honorary Life Membership in
1944 before he moved to Pietermaritzburg
as Assistant Registrar of Deeds for Natal .



Presidents and committee members 1920 -39

1920 - 1923: President: H.W. Schon-
egevel, Secretary: EJ Steer.

1924 - 1925: President: WM Mathie-
son, Secretary: EJ Steer.

1925: President: Wm Mathieson, Secre-
tary: EJ Steer.

1928: President: A.E. Kelf, Secretary:

H. French.

1930: President: A.v.R van Oudtshoorn,

Secretary: R. Dekenah.

1931: President: A.v.R van Oudtshoorn,
Secretary: DH Duncum.

1932 - 1933: President: A.v.R van
Oudtshoorn, Secretary: R. Dekenah.
1934-1937: President: A.v.R van Oudt-
shoorn, Secretary: PJ Botha.

1938 - 1939: President: Fred Harris,
Secretary: PJ Botha.

Milestones of this period

During the period between the two world wars — 1919 to 1939
— the membership of CTPS had to be rebuilt. With so many
men away fighting during the war years, meeting attendance
had sometimes dwindled as low as three people. The indomita-
ble Miss Hannah Watkins kept the society going. This was also
the period when Baron Albert Van Rheede Van Oudtshoorn

The indomitable Miss Watkins

Miss Hannah Watkins, as she was always
referred to, was one of the first woman to
join the Society, reports Pat Scott.

She was instrumental in keeping the soci-
ety going during the war years, even with
sometimes only three members turning
up for a meeting. Yet, she would faithfully
transport the projector and other equip-
ment needed to show slides to and from
the meeting hall and store it again safely.

She was a grand old lady, typically Victo-
rian, who always wore a hat to meetings.

Schonegevel, another astronomer

Another astronomer who played a major
role in the early history of CTPS is Herbert
William (Schonie) Schonegevel, who was
honorary secretary in 1911 and 1912 and
served as president from 1920-1923. He
was awarded Honorary Life Membership
of CTPS in 1929.

He was also a founding member of the

made his mark.

Cape Astronomical Association in 1912, and
served on its committee as honorary secre-
tary. He often gave lectures to the Astro-
nomical Association members, projecting
images using a lantern.

He died in 1947, aged 76.

Prolific Arthur Elliott

One of the most prominent photographers
of the early 20th century was CTPS member
Arthur Elliott (1870 to 1938).

His position and terms that he served on
council is unfortunately not recorded, but
reference is made to the important contri-
bution he, artist Edward Roworth and bot-
anist Rudolf Marloth made as members of
the CTPS council. He became an Honorary
Life Memberin 1935.

Elliott’s collection of 10 000 photos of Cape
Dutch buildings was acquired by the Histori-
cal Monuments Commission because these
artistic historical images created such an
excellent pictorial record of the Cape’s archi-

Van Rheede Van Oudtshoorn
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Honorary Life Members

1929: Hannah Watkins
1929: H.W. Schonegevel
1935: Arthur Elliott

1937: A. Blahovsky

1939: Naude

1941: W.M. Mathieson
1944: A.v.R van Oudtshoorn
1955: Herby French

1991: Fred Harris

Another landmark of the era is the introduction of Honorary
Life Membership awarded to members who had made an ex-
ceptional contribution to the society.

Prior to this members could purchase life membership by pay-
ing a lump sum in lieu of an annual subscription.

tectural heritage.

Elliott seems to have been determined
to record as much as he was able to of the
old farmhouses, buildings and streets that
were rapidly disappearing with the ever-
growing pressure to modernise. He had
an almost infallible eye for the essential
elements that made up a good architec-
tural image. He explored the south-west-
ern Cape taking photographs of old Cape
Dutch homesteads.

Elliott’s photographs have proved an in-
valuable source of information for histori-
ans and architects.

For more than thirty years he had a studio
at No 134 Long Street, where you will still
find a memorial tablet.

It was his greatest ambition that his col-
lection of historical negatives should be
bought by the government, and he there-
fore declined tempting offers to buy his
negatives — such as one of R14 000 from
the US — but he died without realising this

™8 Baron Albert Van Rheede
Van Oudtshoorn not only
stemmed from Netherlands
aristocracy, but was also
hailed as one of the best
land- and seascape pho-
tographers by the photog-
rapher and editor of the
American Journal of Pho-
tography, Frank Fraprie.
This photo of him appeared
in the PSSA publication
Camera News in December
1958. Left is a reproduction
- of one of his famous photos:
' Thundering Through.
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Fred Harris, the Royal Photographic Society man

WITH ABOUT half a century of service
to photography in South Africa, UK born
Fred Harris could be included in the next
section as a Honorary Life member, but
he also qualifies as an early member, be-
cause he was first elected CTPS president
before WW I.

Fred came to South Africa on a contract
as a quantity surveyor in the early thirties,
where he joined CTPS and served as presi-
dent in 1938 and 1939.

He returned to England, but came back
to South Africa just before WW Il to work
in Johannesburg. After the war, he and his
wife moved to Cape Town, where he was
again elected president of CTPS for the
period 1947/948.

Fred was a good photographer, who
had been awarded a Fellowship by the
Royal Photographic Society (RPS) for his
excellent prints. He was a keen landscape

ambition.
A few years after his death the Commis-
sion for the Preservation of Natural and

photographer, who regularly contributed
a column to the PSSA publication Camera
News, in which he shared his knowledge of
photography. He was elected to the PSSA
board in the 1960’s, where he served as
chairman of the pictorial division.

He later became the RPS representa-
tive in South Africa and was honoured
with a prestigious Honorary Membership.
CTPS made him an honorary life member
in 1991, even though he had returned to
England by then.

In Cape Town he also served as Right
Worshipful Master in 1954 — the main
officer— of the Scottish Masonic contitu-
tion, the oldest of the four Freemason
constitutions in South Africa.

He is pictured above in the Worshipful
Master chair that is still being used in the
Temple De Goede Hoop in Cape Town, a
building designed by Michel Thibault in

rewarded with Honorary Life Membership
in 1941.

Far left: Bleak Winter,
Fred Harris s favourite
print.

Left: Fred Harris in the
chair and collar of the
Right Worshipful Master.

Below: This gavel was
donated to CTPS by Fred
Harris in 1948.

the early 1800’s.

In the first issue of the PSSA publication
Camera News in 1955 Harris was asked
to write about his favourite print and his
comments are as relevant today as 60
years ago.

I am very pleased that the title of this fea-
ture is my favourite print, and not my best
print. The latter is a matter of opinion in
which others are entitled to as much say as
the author.

In any case, it is so difficult for anyone to
decide which is his best work; he remem-
bers so many extraneous things such as the
picture he had hoped to make or the diffi-
culties encountered and many other such
things, that the final choice is obscured.
But no one can argue with me as to which
is my favourite print — except perhaps
myself, for does not one’s opinion change
sometimes?

Herby French was awarded honorary life
membership in 1955.

Mathieson was a short, stoutish, grey
haired Scot, Eric Vertue described him in
his book published to celebrate the CTPS
centenary. He was very meticulous and
somewhat intolerant of any views not put
forward by him, Vertue continued. He died
in1952.

Camera expert Herby French

CTPS secretary at the end of the 1920’s and
a hard worker throughout his membership,

He was a hard worker for the society and
especially the cine section when it was
formed, wrote Eric Vertue. As secretary he
ironed out the early teething troubles.

There was little that Herby didn’t know
about photography — whether cameras,
processes or repairs — as his whole career
was devoted to it. He worked as manager of
the photographic department at Lennon Ltd
and then worked in a photographic shop.

Historical Monuments bought the collec-
tion for R5 050. It is kept in the Cape Ar-
chives, Cape Town, from where the public
may obtain prints of the photographs.

WM Mathieson, the rebuilder

President in 1924 and 1925, WM Mathieson
is another member who made a big contri-
bution to the society by re-organizing CTPS
and regaining members after WW I. He was

Cape Town Photographic Society over 125 years
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Chapter 11

The class of
1 940-19/9

The 40 years from before WW Il to the en-
croachment on time of the TV and inter-
net era, was a period of camaraderie and
prosperity for CTPS. Among the members
of the period 1940-1979 were some of the
biggest names in the history of CTPS, who
not only made a huge contribution to build-
ing the society, but to promoting photogra-
phy in Southern Africa

An historic get-together in 1960 by CTPS Honorary Life Members Robert Page (vice-
president), Eric Vertue, Don McKellar (vice-president) and Terence Stafford-Smith (presi-
dent), who shared a drink in the Thatched Tavern pub on Greenmarket Square where the
idea for the establishment of CTPS was discussed by Cairncross and Lewis in 1890.

Cape Town Photographic Society over 125 years
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Past Honorary Life Members

1947 HC Starke

1951 Robert Bell

1954 Brian Greener

1955 H.A.G. French

1955 Eric Vertue

1961 Terence Stafford Smith

he 40-year period between the

start of WW Il up to the 1980’s

when South Africans became TV-

watching couch potatoes could
be described as the golden era of CTPS.

The minutes recording the many activi-
ties during the pre-TV and -internet period
paints a picture of a gathering of very en-
ergetic friends, sharing common interests.
Without digital stimulation, people relied
on each other for entertainment and com-
panionship and they found this by belong-
ing to a society like CTPS.

The members of this era did a lot of thing
together: they went on many outings,
and engaged in varied interests through
various sub-committees, like the building
committee, (tasked with finding a home,
see chapter 7), the cine committee, Survey
Group, Adventure Group and various other
groupings we would nowadays consider
Special Interest Groups. These groups met
in addition to the evenings when prints and
slides were shown, which were considered
to be core activities.

A sense of camaraderie is evident from
the records of the activities and services
performed. In 1970 the council minutes, for
example, record the names of the mem-

Cape Town Photographic Society over 125 years

1963 Horace Lawley
1967 Ken Halliday

1971 Ted Dickinson
1974 W.G. Vye

1975 Vera Vertue

1976 Elizabeth Starke
1978 Tita Wilson

1978 Roy Johannesson

bers who took turns as receptionist, tea
members, duty members, etc. at the dif-
ferent weekly meetings. There were also
librarians who facilitated the lending of the
various journals from British and American
societies CTPS subscribed to, as well as the
new photographic books they bought.

They also had fun, for example, with very
social events like the Mystery evenings at
Suikerbossie restaurant, where members
followed clues to solve a puzzle.

And in between all that they managed
to print and publish a syllabus of activities
every month, as well as The Latent Image,
a printed bi-monthly newsletter, that pre-
ceded Cape Camera.

Not to forget one of the major achieve-
ments of this era: the fundraising and hard
work to purchase and restore 28 Jarvis
Street, which so dramatically changed our
fortunes (see chapter 7).

Attendance numbers at meetings reflect-
ed the high member interest: according to
the 1969/70 annual report on average 90
people attended the 17 lectures and dem-
onstrations organised by the slide section,
the 13 lectures and demonstrations of the
cine section attracted an average of 58
members per meeting and an average of

Above:Eric Vertue and Robert Page , CTPS president in 1961, ‘62 and ‘66, during a
CTPS outing.

Left: One of Robert Bell’s favourite photographs is this image ‘Bastions of Nature’,
which he discussed in one of the earliest issues of the PSSA publication Camera
News, in which he wrote a regular column.

Opposite page: Bill Vye receives the Lentin trophy from the wife of president Brian
Greener (right) in 1963. Brian is wearing the president’s colarette donated by Eric
Vertue when Brian took over from him as president. This image was first published in
the CTPS newsletter The Latent Image in 1963.

1981 Chesney James

1983 Dick Pearce

1988 Ted Wilson

1990 Raymonde Johannesson
1991 Fred Harris

1992 Pieter Baartmann

1997 Roy Millington

62 members attended combined meetings
of prints and slides, or meetings with other
clubs.

In 1970 CTPS had 330 members, com-
prised of Honorary Life Members (see
previous chapter), honorary members, life
members (who bought membership with a
lump sum), ordinary members and family
members (not necessarily so interested in
photography, but wanted to participate in
the activities).

The trophies awarded at the end-of-year
prize giving reflected the prominent names
of the era:

e Lawley Trophy: best monochrome prints

(Horace Lawley)

e Vertue Trophy: best colour print;

e Lentin Trophy: best film made during
year;

e Herbert French Trophy: to encourage
progress

¢ Johannesson Trophy: best colour slide

¢ Johannesson Trophy: service to cinema-
tography (later the Golden Apple award)

e Millington Trophy: Portraiture

The Adventure group, which encouraged
new forms of photography, also had a tro-
phy and plaque and emblem.

At the awards ceremony members also
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Right: Terence Stafford-Smith on an outing.

received Five star badges and Certificates
of Merit for their work during the year.

The Adventure group, which encouraged
new forms of photography, also had a tro-
phy, plaque and emblem.

At the awards ceremony members also
received Five star badges and Certificates
of Merit for their work during the year.

Robert Bell, PSSA president
(honoured 1951)

One of the oldest members of CTPS, Rob-
ert Bell joined the society just after WW 1
when WM Mathieson was rebuilding CTPS
membership, reports Eric Vertue in his
book Cape Town Photographic Society 100
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Years, Vertue described him as A most help-
ful and accomplished friend.

He served as CTPS president from 1942 to
1944 and Bob, as his friends knew him, be-
came president of the PSSA after the term
of the first president Dr Kin Bensusan came
to an end in 1956.

He was also one of the founding mem-
bers of the PSSA, as he and Eric were the
CTPS delegates to attend the first congress
in Durban in 1954.

Bell was aregular contributor to the PSSA
publication edited by Eric, Camera News,
in which he shared his experience as an
accomplished photographer, who was
awarded an Associateship of the PSSA.

He was introduced to photography
through an old box camera, ‘the kind into
which one loaded a dozen quarter plates,
and with the operation of a lever they were
dropped one at a time after each exposure,’
he wrote.

‘Care had to be taken not to jar or knock
the camera, otherwise the whole box of
tricks, both plates and sheaths, would be-
come dislodged. Without the aid of a dark

Eric Vertue ( honoured 1955), historian and inspiring enthusiast

ERIC VERTUE deserves the gratitude of
CTPS members past, present and future,
for recording the history of the society in
a publication to celebrate the centenary
in 1990, descriptively called Cape Town
Photographic Society 100 Years.

His account of the activities through
the decades not only gives a rare glimpse
into how CTPS grew and evolved ... but
also what we can learn from the past.
Many of these memorable initiatives
were inspired and driven by Eric and his
wife Vera.

He joined CTPS in September 1936 and in
1987 celebrated his 50th year as member
with a party organised by the council. Dur-
ing this time he was president nine times,
and had served on council till the late 1980’s
— a period on which CTPS members can
look back with pride and gratitude.

He was one of the founding members of
the PSSA in 1954 and edited the society’s
first journal, Camera News — a high qual-
ity, informative publication.

Then president Dr. Kin Bensusan said of
the launch publication in April 1955: ‘Let us
hope that in our lifetimes we can look back
on this first volume as a ‘turning-point’ or a
‘Rallying point’ for the unification of scat-
tered interests of our National photogra-
phy. The first dream has been the founda-
tion of PSSA and the second one, this very
Journal, which has been so successfully
launched. Photographic history is being
made’.

Of Eric he said: ‘He has spent more time

than seems possible to those who know
him well in trying to bring to reality that
ideal of a vigorous interchange of ideas,
a reasoned learning from others , and the
chance for that cup of tea, which should
be a part of the badge of one Photograph-
ic Society, at least, in this country. We
could do with a hundred or so like him; we
will certainly not find them, but it is worth
trying’.

This glowing testimonial will, no doubt,
be echoed by the CTPS members who are
aware of the many ways in which the Ver-
tues contributed to the society.

For example, in 1963 Eric inducted in-
coming president Brian Greener with a
collarette he and his wife Vera had donat-

ed to the society in recognition of the 27
happy years they had spent as members.
Sadly, this has gone missing.

Eric’s interest in history and conserva-
tion was expressed in many ways. He
was especially interested in photograph-
ing historical buildings and became
leader of the CTPS Survey Group, which
did much acclaimed work documenting
historical West Coast farms.

Apart from being invited to join the
National Monuments Council in 1968, he
also served on the Tulbagh Restoration
Committee, where he played an impor-
tant part during the 1970’s in restoring
the old Drostdy after the earthquake. He
was also a member of the Simon van der
Stel foundation committee and served
on the Table Mountain Preservation
Board.

In 1973, Eric and CTPS member Ray Ryan
published a book called Cape Homesteads,
which is also considered to be Africana.
Vertue was assistant general manager of
The South African Permanent Building So-
ciety and in 1976 they, in collaboration with
the Old Mutual, published Travels with Eric
Vertue, which is described as an excellent
record of the rural Western Cape, cover-
ing informal architecture as well as many
prominent Cape Dutch farm houses.

Eric was awarded an Associateship of
the PSSA (APSSA) as well as the Royal
Photographic Society (ARPS) for his pho-
tographic work. He was made an Honor-
ary Life Member of CTPS in 1955.

Cape Town Photographic Society over 125 years
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This photo of a
Canberra Bomber
(left) by Ted Dick-
inson (right) not
only demonstrates
his exceptional
skill as an aerial
photographer,

but also reflets

his heritage as a
RAF and SAAF
pilot. The image
was first published
in Commando
magazine.

Ted Dickinson (honoured 197 1), aerial expert and honours panel chair

TED DICKINSON was another CTPS mem-
ber who played a major role in South Af-
rican photography, for example, as a for-
mer PSSA president and head of the PSSA
honours selection panel.

Ted was a member of CTPS for 30 years
and was elected president in 1990, reports
Pat Scott.

He was a pilot, who joined the RAF dur-
ing WW II, and an accomplished aerial
photographer. He was reported as saying
that one of his greatest thrills was when
the State President pinned a Southern
Cross medal on his SAAF jacket for his ser-
vices in Korea.

He clearly was most innovative as a pho-
tographer as he used to add water colours
to his black and white photos, and says it
took PSSA some time before they eventu-
ally accepted them in the Specialist ratings.

He not only earned a Fellowship and

room it was impossible to rectify the upset.

Honorary Fellowship of the PSSA, but was
also awarded an Associateship for his pan-
el by the Royal Photographic Society and
an Associateship of the Institute of British
Photographers. The latter panel of prints
contained many landscapes, which was
one of his favourite genres

He also wrote a column for the Rand Dai-
ly Mail’s Camera Page, wrote for The Cape
Argus, contributed to various magazines
and talked about photography on the
SABC’s Women’s World programme.

Dickinson also lectured at the Universi-
ties of Stellenbosch and Cape Town and at
the Ruth Prowse School of Art.

The PSSA acknowledged his expertise
by making him head of the panel of judg-
es that decided if submissions qualified
for honours.

Apart from CTPS in 1971, six other PSSA
affiliated clubs awarded him Honorary Life

why the image Nature's Bastions (above)

Membership.

Dickinson had come to South Africa for
training as a member of the Royal Air
Force after WW II. He permanently joined
the South African Air Force and went to
the Central Photo Establishment at Swart-
kops, Pretoria. This was where he learnt
the skill of aerial photography.

He eventually became an expert on vari-
ous kinds of aerial photography, from sur-
veys to publicity photographs.

He also joined the Johannesburg Cam-
era Club, where he played a leading role.

In the early 1950’s his SAAF squadron
was sent to Korea and Japan, where the
many photographs he took of Korean
people were later exhibited.

Apart from his photographic exper-
tise, CTPS members remember him as a
true gentleman who was always happy to
share his knowledge.

water had entered the hold.

‘| like Nature's Bastions mainly, | think, be-
cause of the feeling of strength and majesty
in the mountain scene captured. In place of
the usual tree or cottage, there is the fea-
ture of the two pinnacle-cliffs arranged on
the strong third, lines lead in from both sides
of the arrangement into the picture space.
Yes, it is one | like.”

Treasurer Brian Greener (1954)

Brian Greener joined CTPS in the early
1950’s and from 1957 until his death in 2000
the finances of the society was mainly man-
aged by him as honorary treasurer, reports
Pat Scott.

was his favourite. ‘That Nature's Bastions
was shot on this particular day was a case of
the pure luck which sometimes favours the
photographer’, he wrote in the publication.

‘Picture a rock in mid-stream, just sufficient
space room to accommodate the tripod; the
worker trying to secure a perch in between;
and the focusing cloth (by accident) drop-
ping into the water. Imagine the frantic grab
to regain the cloth.

‘In the medley of things, the camera case
with slides also took a plunge. Fortunately,
the launching was upright and since it is a
well-sewn case, it was retrieved before any

‘Came the time of joining the Cape Town
Photographic Society, and | considered
something better by way of a camera. The
choice fell on a quarter plate Sanderson, fit-
ted with a Zeiss Tessar 4.5 lens. The choice
has never been regretted; the old Sanderson
is still in use and very much in favour’.

As manager of the Salvation Army Printing
Company, Citadel Press, Bell also produced
the first printed syllabus for CTPS, covering
the activities and topics for the year.

He was especially keen on landscape
photography and in the PSSA publication
Camera News of April 1955 Bell described

Cape Town Photographic Society over 125 years



This included the period when the build-
ing fund was started, a building purchased
and the tenants’ rent had to be adminis-
tered — in other words, when CTPS’ for-
tunes took a decided turn for the better.

Apart from serving as treasurer for about
40 years, Brian also served as president in
1963-64 and 1967.

Apart from that, he served on council in
various other capacities, including as secre-
tary and vice-president and as representa-
tive for the cine section, where his main
photographic interest lay.

He was made an Honorary Life Member
of CTPS in 1954.

Lefi: Ted Dickinson talking to
Teddy and Tita Wilson — the first
female president — at the 1974
Cape of Good Hope salon exhi-
bition. The photo was published
in the April-May 1974 edition of
the PSSA publication News and
Views.

Right: Pieter Baartmann, CTPS
president during the centenary
year in 1990, with a crank han-
dle projector, one of the histori-
cal cameras in the CTPS collec-
tion. This photo was published
in a supplement in The Argus in
October 1990, which covered
the CTPS anniversary celebra-
tions. Baartmann was awarded
an Honorary Life Membership
of CTPS in 1992. He was again
elected president in 1993 and
(reluctantly) edited Cape Cam-
era during the early 1990's, until
Sibyl Morris became a very able
editor in 1996.

Left: Teddy Wil-
son, Ken Halliday,
Roy Johannes-
son, Dick Pearce,
Ingrid and Ray-
monde Johannes-
son at the opening
of the Cape of
Good Hope salon
exhibition in 1974.

Right: Daphne
Starling, a council
member in the
1990's, and Dick
Pearce, who

4 was made an
Honorary Life
Member in 1983.
This photo was
published in the
April-May 1974
PSSA pubication
News and Views.

Long-serving Staffie (1961)

Terence Trafford-Smith or Staffie, as he was
known to members, was elected an Honor-
ary Life Member of CTPS in 1961.

He served as president in 1955-56, 1959-
1960 and again in 1971 and served on coun-
cil and various committees for many years,
among them as secretary for most of the
1940’s. He became a CTPS member in 1936
when the Miniature Camera Club, to which
he belonged, merged with CTPS.

In 1987 the society honoured him and Eric
Vertue with a party to celebrate their 50
years as members.

‘A very competent artist, print and slide
photographer as well as a cinematogra-
pher of great talent,” Roy Johannesson de-
scribed him in 1990.

Johannesson and Staffie were also active
members of the Bird Club of South Africa,
where they impressed members with cine
films of birds.

Printer Horace Lawley (1963)

CTPS president in 1949 and 1950, Horace
Lawley played a very active role in the so-
ciety in various capacities. For example,
as MD of Samuel Griffiths & Co (formerly
the Carmelite Press), he printed the CTPS

Cape Town Photographic Society over 125 years
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Above: Prize-winning photographer Jeanette du Toit cherishes
the advice Roy Johannesson wrote for her in August 1998
when she was preparing for her APSSA.

One of the educational films made by Roy Johannesson, Die Ee-
rste Jaar op Skool, was showed at Teachers’ Training Colleges.

Roy Johannesson (1978) a giant amongst legendary figures

ROY JOHANNESSON stands out as a gi-
ant amongst the many legendary former
members that helped shape CTPS. The
numerous publications, letters and coun-
cil minutes he kept bear witness to a man
with a passion for photography, the soci-
ety and mentoring young talent, who for
more than 50 years worked tirelessly in
many capacities for the benefit of others.

His foresight to keep so many pro-
grammes, newspaper clippings, photos,
articles and notes about CTPS, was a won-
derful source of material for this book.

His influence was felt over many decades,
including the 1990’s, when some of the cur-
rent members were youngsters who appre-
ciated his guidance and encouragement.

Everybody clearly had the highest re-
gard for Roy and his generosity in sharing
his knowledge. One of our best photog-
raphers, Jeanette du Toit credits Roy’s
guidance and friendship as the biggest
influence in her photographic develop-
ment. Shortly after she joined CTPS at the
end of 1997, Roy’s succinct comments as
a judge made her realise that this was a
man she could learn much from.

Armed with a gift basket of fruit and
some of her images, Jeanette knocked
on his door with some trepidation, asking
if he would mind looking at her images.
For the next 4% years Roy would critically
evaluate her slides — discarding the un-
worthy one’s in a cake tin — and teach
her how to recognise and take excellent
photos. With the result that Jeanette was
winning salon acceptances and competi-
tions within a year of joining.

After he passed away in May 2002, aged
76, Sibyl Morris devoted the July/August
issue of Cape Camera to his memory. ‘Roy
will always have a special place in our hearts

for his gentle humour and his unfailing

cheerfulness, for his love of nature and pho-
tography, and for his willingness to share his
love and skill with others’, she wrote.

Like anybody who feels strongly about
issues, his views sometimes clashed with
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those of others. As Sibyl wrote: ‘For 51 years
he has been part of our society, encouraging
others, contributing his own work, evalu-
ating most skilfully and helpfully, stirring
the pot when he thought it necessary, and
keeping a proprietorial eye on all our do-
ings’. When he celebrated his 50th year as
member, CTPS gave Roy a wooden spoon,
because he was always stirring.

‘Congratulations! was his favourite form
of greeting, Sibyl remembers, and it was
always amusing to watch the disconcerted
expressions of newcomers who didn't know
him when he greeted them in this way.

Few CTPS members have left such an
impressive legacy as Roy. ‘In my position
as editor of Cape Camera, he was the one
person whom | could count on to phone me
without fail as soon as the latest Cape Cam-
era arrived in his letterbox, to say “The lat-
est newsletter is great! Congratulations!"
Sibyl wrote.

In the same issue his daughter Ingrid
wrote about her father, who became a
photographer in 1936 when he bought his
first Zeiss Icon Baby box camera. In 1949,
while working as a sound engineer for the
SABGC, he was invited by Bert Fisher, man-
ager of MGM in Cape Town, to demon-
strate film and sound synchronisation at a
CTPS meeting — and joined the society two
years later, where he participated in the
cine section as a movie maker.

‘He met the late Terence Stafford Smith, who
taught him all he knew about movie making
and photographic art’, Ingrid wrote. Roy also
had a long association with the PSSA, who
gave him a medal for service after he served
as president in 1975/76, elected him an Hon-
orary Fellow in 1978 and in 1990 gave him the
prestigious PSSA President's Award.

Roy was awarded an Associateship in
colour slides, cine (motion pictures) and
published works, as well as two Fellow-
ships —in colour slides and for having three
Associates.

His wife. Raymonde, was also an excep-
tional photographer who was awarded a

Fellowship of the Royal Photographic So-
ciety for a panel of nature slides in 1987
— among her many accolades. She was
made an Honorary Life Member in 1990.

‘What began as a hobby turned into a
career when he (Roy) found himself em-
ployed as a photographic consultant at
Shaps Cameraland’, wrote Ingrid. ‘I'll
never forget the day when Dad announced
that he had sold his hardchrome engineer-
ing business at 92 Wale Street, and that he
was retiring ... at 40! It wasn't long before
he was known as Professor Johannesson,
the nutty guy at Cameraland!’

Roy was first elected to the CTPS coun-
cil in 1955, four years after he joined, and
from then on made an indelible impres-
sion, among others, as president (1969-
70) and chairman of the property com-
mittee when the building in Jarvis Street
was bought. In 1978 CTPS made him an
Honorary Life Member.

‘It always gave him great pleasure to
share the art of photography with others’,
Ingrid wrote. He did this in the form of ex-
hibitions, photo schools and workshops,
as well as written articles.

One of the educational films he made for
Caltex, Die Eerste Jaar op Skool was used at
teachers' training colleges. The exhibition
of Roy's Cibrachrome prints in The Shell
Gallery in the 70's was the first all-colour
exhibition of photographs in Cape Town.

He taught at the Cameraland Photo
School, which opened in 1972, and pro-
moted CTPS by writing numerous articles
for The Argus.

Ingrid remembers her father as an ex-
tremely generous person and an optimist
who found something good in any bad
situation, or believed: just leave it alone to
get on with being bad without him!

To commemorate his 50-year mem-
bership of CTPS in 2001, Roy introduced
the Golden Apple Award for Service to
Photography in the Western Cape, first
awarded to Sibyl Morris. The last recipi-
ent was Antenie Carstens.
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The image of this CTPS outing is unfortunately not dated nor is the grain farm members visited by members identified. Many life members went on this outing.
Prominent members who can be identified are: Ted Wilson (4th from left), Daphne Starling (next member after the tractor driver), Roy Johannesson (three

people down with hat on), Roy Millington (to the right of the boy), Dick Pearce (back row next to baby), Raymonde Johannesson (fourth person to the right of
him, back row), Arnold Castle (next to her)Annette Kellerman ( fifth from the right in the back row), Eric Vertue (standing in the first row on the right wearing
shorts and black beret), Tita Wilson (sitting in front fourth from the left) and Nan Munro (next to her).

monthly syllabus at a very reasonable price.

‘A dynamic speaker and excellent worker,
never hesitant in expressing his point of
view, whether it was popular or not,’ Eric
Vertue described him. ‘An excellent print
worker, particularly of intimate items.’

He was made an Honorary Life Member
of CTPS in 1963.

Bill Vye, cinematographer (1974)

William (Bill) Vye served on the CTPS coun-
cil for almost as long as he was a CTPS
member, more specifically on the Cine
Committee.
As a prolific and accomplished cine 8 pho-
tographer, he specialised in travel docu-
mentaries. Bill was made an Honorary Life
Member in 1974.

His wife, Olive, was also very active in all
CTPS activities.

Vera Vertue (1975, secretary

Vera Vertue was CTPS secretary for 25 years
during the ‘60’s and ‘70’s and became an
Honorary Life Member in 1975.

Eric and Vera had met each other as
youngsters in Kimberley, but lost contact,
and reconnedted and married after they
met at a CTPS Mystery Evening.

Together the Vertues made invaluable
contributions to the society in various ca-
pacities over many years.

Bessie (1976) and Chas Starke

Elizabeth (Bessie) Gray served as secretary
of CTPS , but more importantly, as secre-
tary of the Law Society, where she photo-
copied the CTPS monthly syllabus on their
machine for many years.

She was assisted by Eric Vertue and Chas
Starke, a senior partner of Starke-Ayres,
during their lunch times. They also helped

her address the envelopes.

The only woman on council for many
years, Vertue describes Bessie as ‘a quiet
and very efficient person who was admired
by all’. She was made an honorary life
member in 1976.

She later married Chas Starke, whom Ver-
tue describes as ‘a charming, elderly gentle-
man, always helpful, very practical and pa-
tient. A wise man on council.’

He had been made an Honorary Life
Member of CTPS in 1947.

Tita (1978) and Ted Wilson (1988)

These two honorary life members played
a major role in the society from the 1960’s
onwards. Tita was the first woman to be
elected President —in 1976, 1979 and 1984
— during her 50 years as member. She was
elected an Honorary Life Member of CTPS
in1978.

When Teddy passed away in 2002, aged
94, he was CTPS’ oldest member. He had
joined CTPS in 1960 and was elected an
Honorary Life Member in 1988.

The Wilsons were both very involved in
making cine films, complete with sound,
and won the PSSA Ten Best Competition
thirteen times.

Teddy won a bronze CTPS medal in 1981
and silver in 1986 in recognition for the
work he had done in the cine section. Tita
was the main cinematographer and Teddy
did the editing and added sound.

Teddy also served as the CTPS librarian
for many years during the 1980’s.

When they were no longer able to attend
meetings due to failing eyesight in 1996,
they were thanked for their ‘unbelievable
photographic achievements and their dedi-
cation to the Society’. Teddy passed away in
June 2002 at the age of 94 years.

Dick Pearce (1983), property

Richard Pearce, better known as Dick, was
the unsung hero who found the premises
at 28 Jarvis Street that turned the society’s
fortunes around at the end of the 1960’s,
and then, as property manager devoted
all his available time to maintaining and im-
proving CTPS’s new home.

He had joined CTPS in 1960 and after serv-
ing the society in various capacities and
many years on council (e.g. librarian, prop-
erty manager, etc.) was elected Honorary
Life Member in 1983. He also served as
President in 1973.

When Dick passed away in 2001 fellow life
member Roy Johannesson described him
as a ‘real gentleman, a perfectionist in all
that he did and a master of black-and-white
photography’.

He obtained an APSSA in 1976 and was a
CTPS member for 41 years.

Inspiring Roy Millington (1997)
Roy Millington was a member of CTPS for
31 years (1966-1997), during which time he
acted as a very knowledgeable judge at
club and salon level.

Due to his services to CTPS and photogra-
phy in general, he was made an Honorary
Life Member of the society in 1997.

He was an accomplished photographer,
specialising in portraits and dog pictures,
who was awarded a Fellowship by the PSSA
for his work.

When Millington addressed his school in
Paarl, The quality of his work and passion
for photography so inspired current CTPS
Honorary Life Member Antenie Carstens that
Antenie decided to become a photographer,
because he wanted to emulate Millington.
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Ray Ryan was not only a prolific club photographer, but also pub-
lished several books, for example Cape Homesteads with Eric
Vertue and Ghoema and Glitter on the Minstrel Carnival (below).

Council members

1940 - 1941: President: A.v.R van Oudt-

shoorn Secretary:T. Stafford Smith

1942 - 1944: President: Robert Bell
Secretary:T. Stafford Smith

1945: President: Eric Vertue Secretary:

T. Stafford Smith

1946: President: Eric Vertue Secretary:

DK Dose

1947: President: Fred Harris Secretary:

WS Lee

1948: President: Fred Harris Secretary:

PJ Botha

mann and Ken Halliday.

1949 - 1950: President: Horace Lawley
Secretary: OSJ Castleman

1951 President: Bertram Fischer Secre-
tary: OSJ Castleman

1952: President: Bertram Fischer Secre-
tary: MC Heginbotham

1953: President: Robert Bell Secretary:
MC Heginbotham

1954: President: Robert Bell Secretary:
MC Schirach

1955: President: T. Stafford Smith Secre-
tary: Magda Sprenger

1956: President: T. Stafford Smith Secre-
tary: Denis Sprenger

CTPS president (1975) David Fisher and his wife Jean,and members Roy and Raymonde Johannesson,
Dick Pearce and Mike Warner.
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The 1975-76 cine committee members were (seated) Teddy and Tita Wilson, Brian Genn
and Daphne Starling. Standing are Roy Johannesson, Joe van den Linden, Pieter Baart-

1957 - 1958: President: Eric Vertue
Treasurer: Brian Greener Secretary:
Ralph Taylor Other members: Brian
Greener, Bill Vye, Terence Stafford: Smith,
Scottie Scott, Horace Lawley, Sid Burley,
John Hagens

1959: President: Terence Stafford:
Smith Vice-President: Robert Page/ Don
McKellar Secretary: MJ Louwrens Other
members: Eric Vertue

1960: President: Terence Stafford: Smith
Treasurer: Gilbert Whiteing Secretary: M
Caradoc-Davies Other members: Brian
Greener, Bill Vye, Eric Vertue.

CONSTITUTION
AND
RULES
October, 1967

Cape Town
Photographic Society

N R

An amended CTPS Constitution was published
in 1967.
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The impressive number of Acceptances gained by Otto Dose's pinsharp life size print of frutang and candy cane shamrock (above) in salons across the world.

Apart from the legendary Honorary Life
Members featured on the previous pages,
many other members played a pivotal role
during this period.

Sid Burley

A council member during the late 1950’s,
Sid Burley worked as a tailor for Scott’s
Outfitters. He was also a close friend of
Chas Starke.

Eric Vertue describes Burley as very quiet
and recounts that he ‘invariably went on
outings with only one dark slide loaded.
While everybody was clicking madly he
would set up his quarter plate camera on
its tripod, get under the black cloth and
stay there, moving position ever so gently.
If it pleased him, he would make the expo-
sure, which most times was the competi-
tion winner’. This ‘one shot’” would even
win against photographers who finished

1961: President: Robert Page Vice:
Presidents: Brian Greener, W. Richards
Treasurer: Gilbert Whiteing Secretary:
Vera Vertue Other members: Stephen
Wellman, Y.M. Grant, Bill Vye, Eric Vertue,
Marjorie Bull (librarian), Rod Rodrigues.
1962: President: Robert Page Treasurer:
Brian Greener Secretary: Joyce Lodge
1963: President: Brian Greener Treasur-
er: Brian Greener Secretary: Vera Vertue
1964: President: Brian Greener Treasur-
er: Brian Greener Secretary: Vera Vertue
1965: President: Eric Vertue Vice:
President:H.R. Lawley & HCP Page Treas-
urer: Percy Scott (Scotty) Secretary: Vera
Vertue Other members: Brian Greener,
Dick Pearce (librarian), Roy Johannesson,
Bill Vye

1966: President: Robert Page Treasurer:

three spools of 36 exposures on an outing.
0SJ (Ossie) Castleman

Despite having to work to the early hours
on the day before one of the Union Castle
passenger ships sailed from Cape Town, Os-
sie Castleman is remembered as a very con-
scientious secretary for CTPS. He worked
in the catering division of Union Castle and
had to meet his deadlines when a ship had
to sail. In CTPS he was liked by all, not only
because he was such a keen supporter of
the social weekends, but also he was al-
ways courteous and smiling, reports Eric
Vertue. After his premature death from
cancer, he willed his photographic equip-

ment and books to the society.
Otto Dose

One of the top CTPS photographers who
was also awarded a Fellowship of the Roy-

Brian Greener Secretary: Vera Vertue
Other members: Scotty Scott, Dick
Pearce, Eric Vertue, Brian de Kock, Roy
Johannesson, Cyril Dally, Mike Warner,
Bill Vye

1967: President: Brian Greener Treasur-
er: Brian Greener Secretary: Vera Vertue
Other members: Bill Vye, Eric Vertue, Roy
Johannesson (members representative)
1968: President: MJ Warner Treasurer:
Brian Greener Secretary: Vera Vertue
1969: President: Roy Johannesson
Treasurer: Brian Greener Secretary: Vera
Vertue

1970: President: Alan Thayser Treasur-
er: Brian Greener Secretary: Vera Vertue
1971: President: T. Stafford Smith
Treasurer: Brian Greener Secretary: Vera
Vertue

al Photography Society in 1960, Otto Dose
was a ‘keen colour print worker, mainly in-
terested in photographing flowers in situ,
no matter how high up the mountain they
grew’, Eric Vertue described him in the
book Cape Town Photographic Society 100
years.

He also left a lasting legacy to CTPS when
he introduced typed minutes when he be-
came secretary in 1946.

Anette Kellerman

Photography is a way of life for her, says An-
ette Kellerman, whose interest started at a
very young age, while she was still at school,
reports Pat Scott.

After school she progressed from her
mother’s old box camera to her own Olym-
pus with a fixed lens, later a Minolta with a
11.4 lens and on her first overseas visit she
bought a cine camera in Hong Kong.

1972: President: Eric Vertue Treasurer:
Brian Greener Secretary: Vera Vertue
1973: President: Dick Pearce Treasurer:
Brian Greener Secretary: Vera Vertue
1974: President: Peter Smits Treasurer:
Brian Greener Secretary: Vera Vertue
1975: President: David Fisher Treasurer:
Brian Greener Secretary: May Sim

1976: President: Tita Wilson Treasurer:
Brian Greener Secretary: May Sim

1977: President: Ted Dickinson Treasur-
er: Brian Greener Secretary: Vera Vertue
1978: President: David Ives Vice-Presi-
dent: lan Levy Treasurer: Brian Greener
Secretary: Vera Vertue

1979: President: Tita Wilson Vice-Pres-
ident: lan Levy Treasurer: Brian Greener
Secretary: Vera Vertue
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As she progressed, so too did her desire to
excel. Anette recalls that in order to achieve
this objective she joined CTPS in 1972. At
first she photographed “everything under
the sun”, but soon realised that her main in-
terest was in Nature. She also took courses
in black and white printing.

She was reluctant to enter competitions
because she was not sure if she would be
able to take the criticism, but took the
plunge in 1973 and struggled through the
Beginner and Intermediate categories.

“I almost lost interest but Roy and Ray-
monde Johannesson were the two people
who most encouraged me to carry on and
who taught me just about all I know of pho-
tography,” she told Cape Camera in 2001.

But, once she reached Salon status, she
developed a sixth sense and soon won 5
Disas, 3 Diamond ratings (nature) and one
in Pictorial and was awarded a prestigious
Associateship by the Royal Photographic
Society.

She says that photography had contribut-
ed to the quality of her life, added valued
friendships, and has also helped her ac-
cept criticism.

Alice Mertens

One of the big names in South African pho-
tography, Alice Mertens, was a CTPS mem-
ber for 42 years. She joined the society
in 1959 and remained a member until her
death in 2001, when she was 86.

In 1970 she was awarded a Fellowship by
the RPS in the Educational section for the
beautiful photographic books she had pub-
lished. She was especially known for her
books on Namibia, in particular, the Namib
Desert.

She had also held several exhibitions of
her photos of wild life and studies of indig-
enous people.

As lecturer in photography at the Fine
Arts Department of the University of Stel-
lenbosch she nurtured and formed many
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From the left:
Daphne Star-
ling, Raymonde
Johannesson
and Annette
Kellerman and
right Roy Johan-
nesson enjoying
a sociable mo-
ment.

Right: The
cover of one of
the numerous
photobooks
Alice Mertens
produced.

budding photographers. She was world-
renowned for her work and was a Fellow of
the Royal Photographic Society and early in
her career worked as official photographer
for the League of Nations.

Rod Rodrigues

An accomplished cine worker, Rod Rodri-

gues served on council during the 1960’s.

Eric Vertue remembers him as a ‘magician
extraordinary’ and recounts how Rod had
made a cake for Olive Vye out of sawdust

and a bit of candle - with the candle burn-
ing as it came out of the pan!

Ray Ryan

Another long-standing CTPS council mem-
ber, Ray Ryan, was a professional photog-
rapher who had published photographic
works like Memories of Italy World War I,
Ghoema and Glitter on the Minstrel Carnival
and Beautiful Homesteads of the Western
Cape, with Eric Vertue.

He had joined CTPS in 1937.

In 1954 he opened his own studio in Mill
Street, Cape Town.

He was a very good photographer, who
won two certificates of excellence at the
Kodak International Colour Competition
at the New York World Fair in 1963, where
168,000 entries were received.

He was also a regular contributor to the
PSSA Camera News publication.

Denis Sprenger

Another late member who was always will-
ing to do whatever was wanted of him,
according to Eric Vertue, Denis Sprenger
served CTPS as secretary, chairman of the
photographic section and salon secretary.
He also contributed by writing columns for
Camera News, edited by Eric Vertue.

“A very gifted pictorial photographer in
both prints and transparencies,” says Ver-
tue. His work earned Sprenger an Associ-

ateship of the Royal Photographic Society.
He died in 1972.

Percy (Scotty) Scott

Scotty Scott and his wife lvy were among
the hard-working couples who made CTPS
into the society it is today. He was the
honorary auditor for many years, but also
acted as treasurer on occasion and served
on council in other capacities in the 1950’s.

“He and his wife were always in the fore-
front when anything had to be done,” Eric
Vertue described him.

The Scotts were also very active in the
Salvation Army, where Scotty was a ma-
jor, and both of them were also promoted
to the rank of brigadier.

Daphne Starling

Daphne Starling’s interest in photography
started when she was still at school and
took photos with her Baby Brownie of
friends in Newlands, writes Pat Scott. She
progressed to using a cine camera after her
father bought one for an overseas trip.

She returned to slides after she joined
CTPS in 1969. She recalls getting a Red
award in the Beginners category for her
first entry and didn’t submit again for
about a year... thereafter the local and in-
ternational awards flowed!

One of these was the Geological Award
she received in 1986 from the Paisley Inter-
national Exhibition in Scotland, with a slide
taken at Sossusvlei.

She was also awarded a Diamond (Picto-
rial) and 3 Diamond (Nature) ratings from
the PSSA and 2 Star Nature from the Pho-
tographic Society of America.

Daphne was elected secretary of the
cine section soon after joining CTPS and
also served on council for many years until
2007. She held various positions, like mem-
bers representative and slide convenor.
This earned her the CTPS silver medal for
continuous special service in 1986
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Chapter 12

1 980-2014:
he modern era

In the last two decades of the previous century
South Africans remained indoors with their
new friends from TV instead of getting together
with friends who shared their interests in clubs.
Sanctions increased the cost of photographic
equipment and new photo clubs were constantly
opening in the Western Cape. CTPS was therefore
battling to retain membership. Yet, the society
blossomed financially during this period, thanks to
the efforts of several dedicated members

The council of 1990 organised the celebration on CTPS’ 100th anniversary: Back row Brian Greener
(treasurer), Cynthia Martin (secretary), Roy Johannesson (property) and seated are lan Levy (vice-
president), Pieter Baartman (president) and Bob Wilkie (vice-president).

Cape Town Photographic Society over 125 years



X

The council of 1991: Back row Brian Greener (treasurer), Roy Johannesson, Pieter Baartmann

and seated Thomas Niemeyer, president Bob Wilkie and Ian Levy.

y the early 1980’s CTPS and many
other clubs felt the impact of JR Ew-
ing and his Dallas cohorts as South
Africans turned into soapie addicts
who lost their taste for enjoying the com-
pany of fellow photography enthusiasts.

Membership dwindled and by November
2000 there were only 24 paid members.
The following year paid membership in-
creased to 40. Although there were 87
members in March 2008, the minutes of
February 2008 record that only ten mem-
bers had attended the last three meetings.

In 1994 the criteria for membership was
changed in the new Constitution, although
the criteria for membership remained strin-
gent: new members could only be proposed
or seconded by a member of a section com-
mittee or council. Membership categories
included junior (below 21), family and senior
members — the latter members who are 70
and have 20 years of continuous member-
ship no longer have to pay.

But, despite low membership numbers,
this era also represented a turning point in
the finances of CTPS. In 1997 the society had
less than R10 000 in the bank after renova-
tions had to be made to the Jarvis Street
premises. A little less than ten years later
the society had more than R100 000 in the
bank, and the amount kept on growing.

What made the difference? CTPS vacated
28 Jarvis Street and charged a tenant a
market-related rent (see chapter 7).

From this period onwards, CTPS was
considered to be a well-off club and many
requests for assistance had been received
over the years — which CTPS often agreed
to if it benefited photography, especially
in the Western Cape, and members could
benefit.

It was also the start of the computer,
internet and digital era, which changed
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photography and the administration of the

society forever.

Other council decisions of the erainclude:
¢ A website was developed for CTPS early
in the millenium;

e individual’s couldn’t vote for their own
image in the monthly competitions,
council ruled in March 2002;

¢ The amended Constitution of 1994 stat-
ed that council may not dispose of any
fixed property, archival materials, the
museum, permanent collections of prints,
slides, cinematographic films, audio-visual
sequences, video tapes or the library;

In January 2011 council decided that a De-

cisions Register will be drawn up;

It was decided that Council will rate judg-

es in future (from September 2010) ac-

cording to a PSSA rating system;

Trophies were getting damaged by en-

graving and will in future be stored. Only

certificates will be handed out, was de-

cided in June 2010.

The continued success of the society was
due to the hard work of council members
and other volunteers. We introduce some
of them in this chapter, with the current
members who are Honorary Life Members
introduced in the following chapter.

Jeanette du Toit

One of CTPS’ top photographers, Jeanette
du Toit believes the harder she works, the
luckier she gets. But, she not only wins
awards and salon acceptances, she had
also served on council as public relations
officer between 1997-2002.

She admits that she is not good in all cat-
egories — excelling in landscapes and na-
ture — but she nevertheless makes an ef-
fort to select images for all categories. This
won her a fourth very rare PSSA medal.

Her love of nature stems from a child-

Jeanette du Toit accepting one of the numerous
awards she has won..

hood on a farm a few kilometres from the
Etosha border, where lions and elephants
sometimes broke through the fences.

She wanted to study commercial art after
leaving school, but as the only daughter of
six siblings, her father said there was not
enough money for her to study, she should
rather get married. She decided there was
more to life than that and left for Durban.
After many years of enjoying city life, surf-
ing, studying, and working hard locally and
internationally, she settled in Cape Town,
where she opened a boutique in Parow.

A mik-en-druk camera she received as a
birthday gift launched her photographic
career and she attended a course.

In 1997 she applied for CTPS membership
for the second time — her first application
had been unsuccessful as “they were quite
fussy and strict with a long list of require-
ments to become a member,” she recalls.

Within a year she was a salon worker who
won club trophies, medals and PSSA hon-
ours — in 1999 she received her Associate-
ship in both Nature Slides and Prints. With
the encouragement of Roy Johannesson
she received a Fellowship in Nature Slides
in 2001. In 2012 she received an APSSA in
Nature Digital and also an APSSA in Reflec-
tive Images in 2012. Because she had four
APSSA’s she could apply fir APSSA Vers.

Shortly after she joined CTPS, Roy and
Mels Homburg insisted that she become
active in council and she was co-opted as
PR. “I did nearly everything, but high on
the list was organising judges, interacting
with members and new members, and also
contacting old members no longer coming
to CTPS, encouraging them to come back
to the club,” she recalls.

Livia Daum (Van Wyk)

Livia Daum (nee van Wyk ) was a member



Council members

1980: President: Eric Vertue Treasurer: Bri-
an Greener Secretary: Vera Vertue

1981: President: NH Patterson Treasurer:
Brian Greener Secretary: Susie Hommes
1982: President: David Fisher Treasurer:
Brian Greener Secretary: Vera Vertue
1983: President: David Ives Treasurer: Bri-
an Greener Secretary: Vera Vertue

1984: President: Tita Wilson Treasurer:
Brian Greener Secretary: Vera Vertue
1985: President: ] Wellbeloved Treasurer:
Brian Greener Secretary: Vera Vertue
1986: President: Pieter Baartman Treas-
urer: Brian Greener Secretary: Vera Vertue
1987: President: Eric Vertue Treasurer:
Brian Greener Secretary: Vera Vertue
1988: President: David Fisher Treasurer:
Brian Greener Secretary: Vera Vertue
1989: President: David Fisher Treasurer:
Brian Greener Secretary: Cynthia Martin
1990: President: Pieter Baartman Vice-
presidents: lan Levy, Bob Wilkie Treasurer:

of Bellville Photographic Society when she
applied for dual-membership of CTPS in
1997.

She had accompanied then CTPS presi-
dent Henk Mulder to several meetings be-
fore joining CTPS, where she was summar-
ily elected as secretary, a position she held
until 2001.

As secretary she was described as abso-
lutely indispensable and someone who qui-
etly and efficiently did a great job. She liked
to take nature photos and her emphasis
was more on enjoyment than competition.

Richard Vos

Having played with several different camer-
as, Richard Vos decided to take a two-year
course at the Ruth Prowse School in the
late 1980’s, reports Pat Scott.

There he learned how to take and devel-
op black and white photographs. But, he
felt he wasn’t grasping the explanations of
the lecturers too well, and in 1988 he joined
CTPS, despite criticism from the lecturers
about the society.

He felt this was unfair as in his words “I
feel one learns a great deal from viewing
hundreds of pictures produced by col-
leagues and listening to the judges’ criti-
cism, whether justified or not.”

Richard served on the CTPS council as vice-
president for ten years from 1998-2008,
during which time he also served as print
convenor.

He also introduced current Honorary Life
Member Jenny Powis to the society.

Andries van der Walt

CTPS president from 2000-2007, Andries
van der Walt was an architect whose inter-
est in photography started at school when
he borrowed his dad’s Kodak Retina Re-
flex, reports Pat Scott.

Brian Greener Secretary: Cynthia Martin
Others: Roy Johannesson, Dave Lazzarich,
Henk Mulder

1991: President: Bob Wilkie Vice-presi-
dents: Tom Niemeyer, Henk Mulder Treas-
urer: Brian Greener Secretary: Bill Bensimon
Others: David Fisher, Pieter Baartman, Roy
Johannesson, Mels Homburg, Benito Basils,
John Haigh, Derrick Davidson

1992: President: Bob Wilkie Vice-presi-
dents: Tom Niemeyer, Henk Mulder Treas-
urer: Brian Greener Secretary: Bill Bensimon
Other member: Antenie Carstens

1993: President: Pieter Baartman Vice-
president: Henk Mulder Treasurer: Brian
Greener Secretary: Bill Bensimon Others:
Pieter Baartmann, Antenie Carstens

1994: president: Mels Homburg Vice-pres-
ident: R. Wilkie Treasurer: Brian Greener
Secretary: Jenny Powis Others: Pieter Baart-
mann, Bill Bensimon, Mels Homburg

1995: President: Mels Homburg Treasurer:
Brian Greener Secretary: Jenny Powis Others:
Pieter Baartmann, Thomas Niemeyer

He then joined the school’s photographic
club and got his own camera. The camera
was used more as a recording device, until
about 1998, when his wife, a horticulturist,
kindled his interest in flower photography
and he attended a workshop of Colla Swart.

Thereafter he joined CTPS — and was
soon elected to serve on the council. He
found that applying his mind to a set sub-
ject for the competitions was very satis-
fying, saying that the mental process of
exploring the possibilities was just as im-
portant as the final project, and that even
a dismal result was enlightening if it is ac-
companied by learning.

A year after joining council, Andries was
elected president, a position he was elect-
ed to until he moved to Stellenbosch.

Malcolm Jones

Malcolm Jones is the go-to person for any
member seeking advice and informed cri-
tique of their photography, but certainly not
for anybody seeking a run-down of the so-
called Rules of Photography.

Rules in photography are really recipes,
short cutting the need for original creativ-
ity, he believes. “It should be more about
what the photographer tried to achieve and
how well did he succeed. If he did not suc-
ceed, how can one help him to achieve what
he wanted to capture?” he says.

The cornerstones of photography — light,
design, form and technical soundness - had
also been crucial in his career as a pioneer-
ing architect.

Malcolm’s interest in photography started
young, at about 14, when one of the science
masters at Coalbrookdale High School in the
UK started a photography club and encour-
aged the pupils to make pinhole cameras
and their own developer and fixer. From the
very first photo he took, Malcolm was push-
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1996: President: Mels Homburg Vice-
president: Tom Niemeyer Treasurer: Brian
Greener Secretary: Jenny Powis Others: Sibyl
Morris, Henk Mulder, Antenie Carstens
1997: President: Henk Mulder Treasurer:
Brian Greener Secretary: Livia Daum Others:
Sibyl Morris, Henk Mulder, Antenie Carstens,
Piet Streicher, Daphne Starling, Robert Davids.
1998: President: Mels Homburg/ Henk
Mulder Treasurer: Brian Greener Secre-
tary: Livia Daum Others: Sibyl Morris, Jenny
Powis, Jeanette du Toit

1999: President: Henk Mulder Vice-presi-
dent: Richard Vos Treasurer: Brian Greener
Secretary: Livia Daum Others: Sibyl Morris,
Jeanette du Toit, Mels Homburg, Daphne
Starling, David Gray, Andries van der Walt,
Antenie Carstens

2000: President: Andries van der Walt
Vice-president: Richard Vos Treasurer: Brian
Greener (dies), Mels Homburg. Secretary:
Livia Daum Others: Sibyl Morris, Jeanette du
Toit, Henk Mulder

ing the boundaries: he photographed a fly’s
lungs on a microscope slide by attaching the
pinhole camera to the Zeiss lens of the mi-
croscope. “It came out superb,” he says.

His photographic interest continued at
Sheffield University where he studied archi-
tecture and also had access to the universi-
ty’s darkroom. But, a burglary that resulted
in the theft of his camera put his photo-
graphic endeavours on hold.

A bit of a rebel and again pushing the
boundaries, Malcolm chose to design a 410-
bed NHS district general hospital as a final
year project, mainly because no public hospi-
tals had been built in the UK since before the
war and Enoch Powell had announced a new
hospital building programme for the country.
When he persisted with his proposal even af-
ter it was turned down, he was told that the
department would not be responsible for the
outcome because the project was much too
ambitious for a student.

He did receive help from other sources, in-
cluding a scholarship to visit European hos-
pitals to see new developments and from
medical school lecturers who arranged for
him to spend time at Sheffield hospitals to
see how they functioned. The result was
that the external examiners awarded him
a distinction for the project, and he got the
university prize for the most distinguished
student in the final examination.

He was soon asked to join the architectural
firm that was redeveloping St Thomas Hos-
pital, which was bombed during the war.
Before this was completed, they were also
commissioned to design the new Oxford
Academic Hospital.

By then, Malcolm was working for the in-
spirational Sir Leslie Martin, professor of
architecture in Cambridge and friend to the
leading UK modern artists of the 1930’s,
loosely known as The Hampstead Set. Mal-
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Council workers Jeanette Brusnicky and John Spence.

colm immersed himself in this environment
that included sculptors and painters who
were modern masters of form and design.

In the early 1970’s Malcolm was appoint-
ed Chief Architect of the Oxford Regional
Health Authority, which was responsible
for all health buildings in Oxfordshire and
three other counties. While at Oxford he
pioneered the development of the world’s
first integrated computer aided design sys-
tem for hospitals.

Then, a call for help from a member of a
British trade delegation visiting Cape Town
about two new South African hospitals that
had both gone far over budget, brought him
to Pretoria. A member of the CSIR in Preto-
ria subsequently invited him to deliver a pa-
per at an international conference on hospi-
tal design in South Africa. There he met an
aneathetist, Rosemarie, who was compiling

Council members (cont)

2001: President: Andries van der Walt
Vice-president: Richard Vos Treasurer: Mels
Homburg Secretary: Livia Daum Others:
Sibyl Morris, Neels Beyers, Jeanette du Toit,
Henk Mulder, Fran & Andy Lawrence

2002: President: Andries van der Walt Vice-
president: Richard Vos Treasurer: Mels Hom-
burg/ Henk Mulder Secretary: Jenny Powis
Others: Sibyl Morris, Neels Beyers, Jeanette
du Toit, Daphne Starling, David Gray, Antenie
Carstens, Andy & Fran Lawrence, Denis Ginn.
2003: President: Andries van der Walt Vice-
president: Richard Vos Treasurer: Mels Hom-
burg/ Henk Mulder Secretary: Jenny Powis
Others: Sibyl Morris, Henk Mulder, Neels
Beyers, David Gray, K Lawrence, D Hewitson,
Karen Glisson, Ariane Jensen

2004: President: Andries van der Walt
Vice-president: Richard Vos Treasurer: Mels
Homburg Secretary: Jenny Powis Others:
Sibyl Morris, King Tong, Neels Beyers, Jean-
ette du Toit, Daphne Starling

2005: President: Andries van der Walt
Vice-president: Richard Vos Treasurer: Mels
Homburg Others: Neels Beyers, Jeanette du
Toit, llse Andrag, Daphne Starling.
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Knowledge sharer Malcolm Jones.

the Health Trends in South Africa publica-
tions for the Department of Health.

After the conference, Malcolm went on
a lecture tour in South Africa and Namibia,
organised by Rosemarie. They had known
each other about two weeks, during which
they had spent the equivalent of three days
in each other’s company, when they decid-
ed to get married.

They first lived in Oxford, but relocated to
Pretoria in 1981 where Malcolm worked with
the CSIR to introduce CAD for hospitals in
South Africa. After 1994, Malcolm was ap-
pointed to the newly created post of Nation-
al Director of Health Facility Planning.

Shortly after they settled in Pretoria, in
about 1983, Malcolm came across a pam-
phlet advertising the Pretoria Photograph-
ic Society in a camera shop. He contacted
the president at that time, Detlef Basel,

2006: President: Andries van der Walt
Vice-president: Richard Vos Treasurer: Mels
Homburg Secretary: Neels Beyers Others:
llse Andrag, Neels Beyers, Jeanette du Toit.
2007: President: Andries van der Walt
Vice-president: Richard Vos Treasurer: Mels
Homburg Secretary: llse Andrag Others:
llse Andrag, Jeanette du Toit, Neels Beyers,
Daphne Starling, Anthony Bernstein, David
Gray, Dereck Green

2008: President: Detlef Basel Vice-presi-
dent: Richard Vos Treasurer: Mels Homburg
Others: Robb Anderson, Neels Beyers, Henk
Mulder, Dereck Green, Jan Swiegers, Neeltjie
Smit

2009: President: Detlef Basel Vice-pres-
ident: Neels Beyers Treasurer: Mels Hom-
burg/ Henk Mulder Others: Robb Anderson
(publications, replaced by Doug Young), Ar-
nold Castle, Henk Mulder, Jeanette du Toit,
Neels Beyers, Dereck Green, Tessa Louw, Jan
Swiegers (resigns).

2010: President: Detlef Basel Vice-presi-
dent: Henk Mulder Treasurer: Mels Homburg
Others: Peter Rymer (resigns), replaced by Ja-
son Weeks, Neels Beyers, Henk Mulder, Tessa
Louw, Jeanette du Toit, Sakkie Smit, Charles
King, Nellian Bekker

AV organiser Nellian Bekker.

and became a member. He also became
involved with the running of the society,
including as president.

At the turn of the century the Jones’
bought a plot with a stream in Darling dur-
ing a holiday visit to the Cape, where Mal-
colm designed them a beautiful house with
a studio for himself.

He also joined CTPS, where he not only
served on council, but also played a very
important role in helping to select photo-
graphs for Interclub and other competitions,
to share his vast knowledge of photography,
and mentor younger members.

Jeanette Brusnicky

Jeanette Brusnicky was elected to the CTPS
council in 2010 to take responsibility for find-
ing and appointing the judges for the month-
ly competitions — and she had quietly been

2011: President: Detlef Basel Vice-presi-
dent: Steve Holliday Treasurer: Mels Hom-
burg (resigns), replaced by Stephne de Klerk
Secretary: John Spence Others: Glynnis
Schutte, Jeanette Brusnicky, Joy Wellbeloved,
Nellian Bekker, Sakkie Smit, Henk Mulder
(property, resigns April), replaced by Richard
Goldschmidt, Neels Beyers

2012: President: Detlef Basel Vice-pres-
ident: Sakkie Smit (resigns), replaced by
Glynnis Schutte (resigns) Treasurer: Stephne
de Klerk Secretary: Pat Scott Others: Glyn-
nis Schutte (publications replaced by John
Spence), Cathy Bruce, Jenny Morkel, Jaco Ra-
demeyer, (resign), Penny Cross, Henk Mulder
(resign), Malcolm Jones, Neels Beyers.

2013: President: Detlef Basel Vice-pres-
ident: Shaun Laishley Treasurer: Nicol du
Toit Secretary: Jacoba van Zyl Others: John
Spence, Malcolm (resigns), replaced by Pat
Scott, Marcus Vilioen, Neels Beyers (resigns)
replaced by Joy Wellbeloved, Lesley Parolis,
Richard Goldschmidt, Nellian Bekker

2014: President: Detlef Basel Vice-presi-
dent: John Spence Treasurer: Nicol du Toit
Secretary: Jacoba van Zyl Others: Pat Scott
Joy Wellbeloved, Sakkie Smit, Lesley Parolis,



fulfilling this task as an unheralded back-
ground worker until the end of 2014.

It the ideal time for her to join the council:
she had time after she retired from her post
as a medical scientist at the Tygerberg Hos-
pital. And she had bought a Canon 7D SLR
camera when her interest in photography
was rekindled when she and John Spence
joined CTPS at the behest of a friend.

While taking on the responsibility of se-
lecting judges might appear daunting to
many members, Jeanette is used to chal-
lenges.

She obtained postgraduate degrees at
UCT and the University of Stellenbosch and
specialised in the newly-developing field
of human cytogenetics, where she partici-
pated in research in Mapping the Human
Genome.

During 1971-73 she worked in Germany,
collaborating internationally to devise new
technology for human cytogenetic test-
ing. At the 1972 Olympic Games in Munich,
she was a member of the group of German
Human Geneticists implementing newly-
devised techniques using hair root cells
for rapid and more accurate detection of
X-and Y-chromatin.

All female athletes were tested. Females
with positive Y-chromatin tests were ex-
cluded from participation in the Games as
it could present an unfair advantage over
those females with a normal XX chromo-
some complement, she says.

When she was elected to the CTPS coun-
cil, a three-judge panel system was in place.
“We had an external judge and a senior and
more junior member judges,” she recol-
lects.

At that stage members could submit six
images each — three print and three digi-
tal. All three judges were encouraged to
comment on the images “but the junior
judge usually did not wish to comment.”

Because the evenings became too long,
this system was abandoned in favour of
one external judge.

“Members would suggest suitable judges
and | would appoint judges from this list.”
She continued doing this even after she
stopped being a council member.

Jeanette was also responsible for select-
ing the set subjects and tried to select a
judge with specific knowledge of the par-
ticular set subject for that month — e.g.
wildlife, portraiture, action sport, etc.

John Spence

Multi-tasking is clearly not a concept that
deters former Cape Camera editor and vice-
president John Spence.

Whilst completing school in Zimbabwe,
he competed in the 1964 Tokyo Olympic
Games as part of the Zimbabwean hockey
team. “Thereafter | toured Europe playing
against the top teams in the World until |
left Zim and settled in Cape Town in 1974,”
he says.

In South Africa he coached both Western
Province and Springbok teams of various
ages for nearly 40 years, whilst progress-

ing in his career as financial controller
(for Checkers Eastern and Western Cape),
MD of Nampak Gravure in Johannesburg,
owner of marine and mechanical engineer-
ing companies in Cape Town and as pro-
ject manager for the V&A Waterfront Boat
Lock.

“My World Cup (hocking) coaching com-
menced in Cape Town in 2010, then Oxford
in 2012 and | have just returned from Aus-
tralia where | coached a Springbok Masters
team,” he says.

He also played for South Africa in each of
these World Cup tournaments. “In Austral-
ia 2016 | had the pleasure of playing against
Japan 52 years after | had played against
them in Tokyo in 1964.”

He also played cricket for (the old) Rho-
desia U23 against Australia.

Although he was a member of the pho-
tography society whilst at school in Harare,
he did not actively participate in photog-
raphy again until he became a member of
CTPS in 2011.

In 2012 he became a CTPS council mem-
ber when he took over from Neels Beyers
as secretary in 2012. He thereafter edited
Cape Camera and was elected vice-presi-
dentin 2013. “l am pleased to mention that
as editor | initiated Snapshots,” he says.

Nellian Bekker

Nellian Bekker’s interest in photography
has changed from single images to putting
them together in amazing AVs, for which
she received her PSSA Licentiate in 2015.

Nellian has served on council in the capac-
ity as outings convenor, and then in 2015/16
as organiser of the AV section.

Born and bred in Polokwane, she studied
at Potchefstroom university. Nellian then
became a music teachers for about twenty
years, starting afresh every time her hus-
band’s promotion took them to a new
town. In 1994 they settled in Cape Town.

During this period Nellian had several ca-
reers, among them as estate agent, reflox-
ologist, craniosacral therapist, business
owner, etc.

Just before her husband, Willie, was due
to retire in 2008, they decided to buy a
digital camera “I always wanted to take
photos, but it was always too expensive,”
she recalls.”But once | started, I’ve never
looked back.”

She joined CTPS after one of her patients
told her about the society and has re-
mained a member ever since.

While one can learn a lot through com-
ments from judges, she felt that after
some time she wasn’t learning as much any
more. Neels Beyers introduced her to AV’s
and when she attended the AV Congress in
Victoria-West in 2012), her head and heart
were captured by the exceptional AV’s that
pushed her creative buttons.

The Bekkers are adventurous camper-
travellers who have been to several places
with unfamiliar names seen and experi-
enced by few other people ... offering plen-
ty of creative material for AV’s.

Kop

op 'n blok
_Philip de Vos

Creative Philip de Vos

WRITER, SINGER and photographer Philip
de Vos was described as one of the most
interesting and talented members of the
society in a Cape Camera of 2000.

He got his first camera for Christmas in
the mid-forties, and has been involved
in photography ever since. But, he has
also been a teacher, an acclaimed Afri-
kaans writer and opera singer. In 2015
he received the KykNET Fiesta Lifetime
Achievement award for Music, Literature
and the Visual Arts in South Africa.

His quirky books with titles like Moenie
‘n mielie kielie nie, Vincent van Gogga,
Karnaval van die diere, etc. have charmed
many young readers. For adults, his writ-
ing reflected his love of opera, for exam-
ple in the book TRAZOM, which told the
story of Mozart. He had also written the
lyrics for several animation programmes
on SABC and many of his poems have
been set to music.

Philip is known for the photographs he
had taken of opera singers for the old
performing arts councils in the Cape, Free
State and KwaZulu Natal (CAPAB, PACOFS
and NAPAC). His photographs of well-
known authors have also been exhibited.

He has held many exhibitions of his
work, and because he says he never want-
ed to get bogged down by technique or
the use of artificial lighting, he used one
single 28mm lens, hand held his camera
and used only available light. He argued
that there is no need to spend thousands
on equipment to produce fine work, but
rather learn to use your eye.

CTPS veteran Piet le Roux

Piet joined the society about 1975 and re-
mained a member until he died in 1995.
He so enjoyed interacting with like-mind-
ed people and was seldom seen without
a camera around his neck; his passion
was Wildlife and Nature. Over the years
he won numerous awards both Nation-
ally and Internationally. His wife Natalie
wishes CTPS well and says may the Society
continue to grow and bring joy to others..

Cape Town Photographic Society over 125 years
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Chapter 13

Life members
of today

CTPS currently has eleven members who were awarded
Life Membership for their long-standing services to the soci-
ety and photography in general. Their combined 320 years
experience as CTPS members provide interesting insights
into the development of photography, and the society, over
the past 40 years

These CTPS Life Members attended the society s birthday party on 30 October 2015 in the Capetonian
Hotel. From the left are Neels Beyers, Henk Mulder, Sibyl Morris, David Gray, Jenny Powis, Detlef
Basel and Ian Levy.
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Neels Beyers viewing his image of a donkey cart accepted for an exhi-

bition of South African and Chinese photographs.

Detlef Basel, former president

Detlef Basel has been serving South African
amateur photographic societies for close to
fifty years. When his term of office as CTPS
president came to an end at the AGM in Sep-
tember 2015, he had been serving on photo-
graphic association committees, boards and
councils for 48 years. He was re-elected as an
ordinary council member until 2017, when he
will hit the half century mark.

Detlef was elected CTPS president at the
AGM in 2007 and during the following eight
years steered the society back to a vibrant,
active organisation with more than 140
paid up members — after membership had
dwindled to 40 paid members with meet-
ing attendance sometimes as low as ten in
the early 2000’s.

Before that, he served on the committee
of the Pretoria Photographic Society for 38
years, including three sessions of two years
as president. Their constitution set a limit
on presidential terms.

In fact, four months after he joined in
April 1967, he was elected president — in
absentia. His unexpected election was
prompted by the interest he had shown in
assisting beginners and new members in
the club — a natural interest after running
photographic clubs at the schools where
he had taught science for 40 years. Detlef
had agreed to serve on the committee, but
was away from Pretoria when the AGM
was held where he was elected president.

Apart from the long years serving on the
Pretoria society committee, Detlef served
on the PSSA board for 25 years as salon di-
rector, and one year as vice-president dur-
ing the late 1970’s. He was the Pretoria club
salon director when the PSSA asked him to
join the board.

He not only judged quite a few salons in
Pretoria, but he also got about 300 salon
acceptances to become a 4-Diamond work-

er in both prints and slides.

During the time he served on the PSSA
board, he was awarded an APSSA (Asso-
ciate of the PSSA) for service in the mid-
1980’s and Honorary Life Membership in the
1970’s. He was also awarded Life Member-
ship by the Pretoria Photographic Society.

In 2015, at the De Hoop Congress, CTPS
awarded him Honorary Life Membership.

Detlef still has some of the negatives and
prints he took with the Box Brownie camera
he received as a ten year old. In high school
he started developing his own films — a
practice he kept up well into the colour era
— and at the University of Pietermaritzburg
he also developed films for other people.

Detlef was five months old when the Ba-
sel family came to South Africa from Ger-
many before WW II. After growing up on
a farm in KwaZulu Natal and attending uni-
versity, he started working in 1960 as a sci-
ence master at a Durban school, where he
promptly started a photographic club and
set up a darkroom used by the pupils dur-
ing the day and by himself at night.

He had always been interested in drama
and during this time he starred in a Passion
Play in the Durban City Hall, where he was
so grateful for the kind and capable way
his make-up was done by a girl named Bar-
bara, that he asked her to marry him.

They got married in Ndola (now part of
Zambia) where Detlef was head of the
science department at the school and in
December 2015 they celebrated their 53rd
wedding anniversary.

In 1965 they relocated to Pretoria — and
yes, Detlef again started a photographic
club at St Alban’s school where he headed
the science department. He taught there
for 34 years.

In 1998 Detlef reached retirement age
at the school, but, the Museum of Science
and Technology offered him a job. Barbara

Detlef Basel and his wife Barbara during the CTPS celebratory weekend in Stan-
ford during 2015.

was busy completing her doctorate in Eng-
lish at the University of Pretoria.

In 2005, when Detlef turned 70, they
moved to Cape Town, where they had
bought a retirement home in 1993.

Detlef was barely in Cape Town, before
the Cape Town MTN Science Centre asked
to make use of his services. He does a lot
of work in township schools, introducing
the Grade 10, 11 and 12’s to the formal sci-
ence experiments required by the curricu-
lum through a mobile science centre — a
truck equipped with all the science materi-
als that the average township school lacks.

Prolific Neels Beyers

A prolific photographic salon entrant, in-
dustrious organiser and hard working com-
mittee member, Neels Beyers clearly does
not believe in doing things by halves.

He joined CTPS at the beginning of 2000,
after he had again taken up photography
as a hobby after a lapse of about 20 years,
he explains. This second introduction was
made by his brother Johan, a former CTPS
member, whom he had introduced to pho-
tography more than 60 years ago.

Since then, Neels earned about 850 local
and international salon acceptances and a
string of honours and awards.

He was elected to the CTPS council the
following year, where he served for the
next twelve years as secretary and prop-
erty manager, and also ran the AV group.

In addition, he revived the Cape of Good
Hope Salon for CTPS in 2002, which received
2 274 slides from 401 authors and 697 prints
from 133 authors. In 2013 Neels organised
the first Cape of Good Hope Audio Visual Sa-
lon, which received 333 entries.

He also published books with images from
CTPS members — the 2010 publication com-
memorated the society’s 120th year.

Neels also served as PSSA Regional Direc-
tor for the Western Cape for a few years.
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As chairman of committees he organised
the Cape Photographer Congresses for Cal-
itzdorp and Struisbaai.

Neels’ interest in photography started at
school and continued while he was studying
law at university, where his hobby provided
pocket money by way of picture sales to fel-
low students, newspapers and magazines.

He used a Kodak Retina llc, an excellent
35mm rangefinder film camera popular dur-
ing the 1930’s-1950’s.

During school holidays Neels worked for
a professional photographer, mostly in the
darkroom, where he spent many happy
hours, he recalls. From 1955 onwards he had
his own darkroom in their garage at home.

After he started working as an attorney
in Worcester in the early 1960’s, he was for
the first time able to afford a single lens re-
flex camera — a second-hand Nikkormat
with a PC (Perspective Control) lens. This
was ideal to photograph architecture, es-
pecially old Cape Dutch buildings, he says.
He later bought a Hasselblad, which he be-
lieves he never should have sold.

“The Worcester Photographic Society con-
sisted of a group of enthusiastic photogra-
phers,” he says. “The slides and prints for
the monthly competitions were posted to
a club in Johannesburg and then returned
to them with the necessary taped commen-
tary and awards by the judges.” Due to the
advent of television, the society sadly died
a natural death while Neels was chairman.

After working in Worcester for 18 years,
he moved to Cape Town, where photog-
raphy initially took a back seat to work.
About ten years ago he again became in-
terested in photography — and amazed
the CTPS council when he introduced them
to something very new in the photographic
world: his Canon 10D camera, which did not
use film to record Images!

He also organised judging groups in the
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Left: Antenie Carstens
has made a contribu-
tion to photography in
South Africa on many
levels.

Right: Arnold Castle
became a photog-
rapher to promote
his  familys fashion
house.

Western Cape for the 2013, 2014 and 2015
International Challenge 321 AV salons from
France. His own AVs received acceptances
in national and international salons.

Neels has an Associateship In slides,
prints and digital (Vers) from the PSSA. He
also received EPSSA (Expert) honours for
500 salon acceptances. He has been award-
ed 58 Certificates of Merit and two medals
in South African Salons.

His participation in international salons
earned him AFIAP (Artiste Federation In-
ternationale de I’ Art Photographique) for
40 acceptances In at least 15 salons in at
least 8 different countries. To date, he has
received a total of 346 international salon
acceptances, of which 24 are for prints.

Although he qualifies for EFIAP (Excel-
lence is 250 acceptances) he may only ap-
ply for this honour next year. He has also
received nine Certificates of Merit and one
medal in international salons.

Multi-talented Antenie Carstens

Depending on their interests, people will
attach a different label to Antenie Carstens.
We at CTPS know him as an excellent pho-
tographer, considered judge, and a tireless
worker to promote photography, who was
awarded Honorary Life Membership for his
service to CTPS in 1999.

Other clubs in the region will know him
as the long-serving Western Cape PSSA
Regional Director from the 1990’s until the
mid 2000’s, the co-organiser of the Judging
Appreciation (JAP) course in the Western
Cape and the author of the annual Inter-
club Competition AV. Nationally, clubs will
know him as a Director of the PSSA and a
member of the honours judging panel.

Many will know him as a historian with
a passion for preserving documents and
photographs, ideally suited to his work as
Head of Digitisation of the National Library
of South Africa in Cape Town Campus. He

also served on the committee of the His-
torical Society.

Some people will know him as the sound
expert. Then there are those who'll know
him as a PIC (pilot in command) with more
than 2 200 flying hours who have taken
remarkable aerial images with two Has-
selblads strapped to a Cessna— a device he
designed himself.

Documenting the lay of the land from
the sky had provided his income for eleven
years after the University of Stellenbosch in
1998 closed down the Media Centre where
he was employed to take academic, PR and
scientific photographs.

The scientific photography was challeng-
ing work, he says, and you really had to
understand the science of photography to
meet some of the demands — for exam-
ple, photographing things invisible to the
naked eye.

But, no matter in which guise you know
him, everybody will appreciate Antenie’s
thirst for knowledge, varied interests and
passion for promoting causes he believes in.

Antenie has had a keeninterestin photog-
raphy ever since a science teacher at Paarl
Boys High encouraged him and a friend to
study the subject. He was still at school
when he joined the Paarl Photographic So-
ciety in 1968, and the PSSA in 1970. While
at school, he worked in a pharmacy to earn
money for photographic supplies.

After school he went out of his way to
seek employment that were photography-
related. He even managed to do his com-
pulsory national service in the photograph-
ic division of the air force in 1972.

As an assistant photographer for the De-
partment of Agriculture Technical Services
in Stellenbosch (1972-1980), he mainly did
research and social photography. There-
after he got a transfer to the Stellenbosch
University Media Centre, where he gained
experience in scientific photography.



Antenie had joined the Helderberg Pho-
tographic Society in 1973, where he is still
actively involved. He joined CTPS in 1990,
where he played an active role, serving on
council, until 2000.

“I always tried to do every photograph-
ic course available,” he says. Therefore,
when the Cape Town Technikon started a
part-time photographic diploma course in
1981, he signed up, even though it meant
driving from Stellenbosch to attend classes
after work, and then driving back to Paarl
later the evening after class, working on
the bathroom he was tiling at home, be-
fore going to bed in the early hours of the
morning.

When years later the Peninsula Technikon
in Bellville presented a magister in photog-
raphy, he didn’t hesitate dodging the politi-
cal stone-throwers in order to attend. His
MA dissertation on digitisation was exactly
what was required when he got his present
job at the library in 2008.

The correct way of digitising photograph-
ic material was also the topic of his applica-
tion for Fellowship (Applied) of the PSSA.

Antenie has several PSSA honours: he
has Associateships in Monochrome, Docu-
mentary and Literary, AV, Visual Art and for
Service. In addition, he has another Fellow-
ship in Audio Visual and Fellowships: three
categories. In 1980 he also became an As-
sociate of the Royal Photographic Society.

Among the many awards he received are
two PSSA service medals and a PSSA Presi-
dent’s Award.

Arnold Castle

Described as one of CTPS’ most distin-
guished members, Arnold Castle has been
a member since the 1970s.

He started doing photography so that he
could take photos of the ladies’ and girls’
fashions designed and manufactured by his
family’s business, Radeen Fashions.

This image supplied by David Gray illustrates
his interest in cine.

His parents founded the business in Cape
Town in the 1940’s, and Arnold and his
brother Edward subsequently grew it into
a thriving family business, which Arnold’s
sons David and Gary also joined in 1992.

Arnold enrolled at the Ruth Prowse School
of Art, and joined CTPS in the mid-70s, re-
ports Pat Scott.

He won several local and International
awards for his photography and gained
his PSSA Fellowship in 1984. He also has an
APSSA and LPSSA.

Photography is his passionate hobby, de-
clares the gentlemanly Arnold, who was
made an Honorary Life Member of CTPS in
appreciation of his contribution.

Documentary expert David Gray

David Gray’s interest in cinematography
started when he was five years old and the
neighbourhood children were invited to
a showing of 8mm silent black and white
Mickey Mouse cartoons.

“My seat at the back allowed me to see
not only the screen, but the projector as
well, and | was smitten - | spent most of
the time looking at the machine and won-
dering how it worked,” he remembers.

He not only made enduring documentary
films in Africa, America, and the UK, but while
studying at UCT in 1960, organised the 16th
International Youth Salon of Photography
and an Intervarsity Photographic Salon with
arch rivals Stellenbosch University.

David also served on the CTPS council
at the end of the 1990’s and early 2000’s,
where he encouraged interest in cine. He
was made a Honorary Life Member in ap-
preciation of his contribution to the soci-
ety.

From a young age, he used his initiative
to become an accomplished photographer.
He recalls: “I experimented with projecting
Indian Ink drawings on cellophane, using a
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variety of light sources, eventually discov-
ering that a magnifying glass made a good
projection lens.”

David recycled mineral water bottles at
3 pence each and after three years had
enough money to buy a Paillard Bolex L8
camera. Having seen that he had the will
to save, his parents bought him a projector
and screen and a subscription to the Ama-
teur Cine World monthly magazine.

“With pocket money now at £5 a month,
| set my sights on 16mm equipment and in
another 3 years had a Bolex H16 with three
lenses and a Bell and Howell silent projector.

“A holiday in the Kafue Game Reserve
gave me the opportunity to film a 30 min-
ute documentary on Northern Rhodesia’s
wild life titled Typical Africa.

“At that time | was also school projec-
tionist. | scripted, cast, directed and filmed
Forgery, a school house competition entry
— we won as it was the only film to be
completed!”

His interest in still photography started
during school holidays when he overde-
veloped and under fixed film in the inky,
stifling darkness of his wardrobe, where he
just about passed out in the heat and lack
of oxygen!

His mother worked for Kodak in Cape
Town in the 1920s, and she soon sorted out
his sloppy technique. While studying electri-
cal engineering at UCT he joined the UCT
Photographic Society, where he served as
treasurer and then chairman. He also made
contact with CTPS, , where he met Eric Ver-
tue and promptly invited him to address
the UCT Society. This was in 1959.

After graduating he began working in
the Northern Rhodesian (Now Zambian)
Copperbelt, where he also made a nice
profit out of photographing dances, wed-
dings and entering salons with portraits
and landscapes. This enabled him to buy
a Hasselblad C500 with three lenses, an
upgrade to a reflex Bolex H16 and a Bolex
S221 sound projector.

“I set out to record life in Central Africa
as | was experiencing it. Secondments to
Williamsons’ Diamond Mine in Tanzania
and the Anglo American Corporation Head
Office in Salisbury, Rhodesia, allowed me
to make the documentary films Diamonds -
Tanzania’s Best Friends and Salisbury - Capi-
tal City respectively.

“Back in the new Republic of Zambia I
managed to film The Copper River before
it became impossible to get many of the
basic necessities of life — let alone 16mm
Kodachrome!

“In early 1967 | resigned and took my six
months’ accumulated leave in Europe. |
decided that hauling a bulky 16mm camera
round Europe was not for me, so armed
with a Pentax 1000, | returned with 174
boxes of Kodachrome slides, which | then
made into several AVs with synchronised
commentary.”

After marrying Ann in 1971, they built a
house in Eversdal with a wet darkroom and
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90

a cinema — the ceiling mounted screen
and focal length of a 16mm projection lens
determined the length of the lounge.

“During that period | made four docu-
mentaries, two in the US, appropriately
titled America 1 and 2, Canadian Cameo and
The Year of the Long Hot Summer in the UK,
while on a two-year long secondment.

“In 1982 | changed jobs and worked in
Cape Town proper, so was able to join CTPS,
where | showed a few of my films and en-
tered slides in the monthly competitions.

“I attempted to revive the interest in cine
photography at CTPS, but with Kodak clos-
ing their offices in South Africa, it became
increasingly difficult to source film and be
sure of the film returning after processing.

“As a one time member of the CTPS Com-
mittee | was a strong defender of the need
to preserve the Society’s heritage, which
included many valuable items of equip-
ment and books. | am pleased to note that
my views have at last been adopted and an
effort made to hold on to the equipment
and photographs of members who have
entrusted their life’s work to us for safe
keeping.

He still takes photographs, mainly to re-
cord technical aspects of his work as a con-
sulting electrical engineer, but is as ever on
the look-out for that elusive masterpiece.

“Over the years | have built up a sizable
library of photographic and film related
books and also have a good collection of
old cameras, projectors and photographic
trivia. My oldest find was an 1890s vintage
hand turned 35mm film projector with a
lime light source.”

Nostalgic Mels Homburg

Mels Homburg has been a valued member
of CTPS for 32 years, and especially played
a significant role on council during the
1990’s and 2000’s, serving as president,
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Left: Mels Homburg
is hankering for the
days when members
had to process and
print their own im-
ages. Photo by Joy
Wellbeloved.

Right: lan Levy has
been a CTPS member
for nearly 50 years.

among other roles. He shared his recollec-
tions with Joy Wellbeloved:

“l was given my first camera, a Zeiss Box
camera that took 120 film, when | was
about 12 years old. It lasted me along time.

“l had trained as an electrical engineer
(heavy current), and my hobbies were pho-
tography and hi-fi— [ built my own ampli-
fier and preamplifier, for example. A friend
of mine was a member of CTPS, and | went
to a meeting with him some time in 1983.

When he introduced me to Eric Vertue, he
said that | was just the kind of person that
CTPS needed with my interest in photogra-
phy and electrical engineering knowledge,
as | could help in the projection room with
the sound system and the projector. So |
joined.

“During my time at CTPS | served on many
committees, and held many portfolios —
in fact | did a little bit of everything. After
some political in-fighting among members
of council, the president resigned (in 1995),
and | took over for two years.

“When Brian Greener died | took over
as treasurer, a position that | kept for ten
years. The finances were in a bad way, and
with great reluctance a decision was taken
to let the hall in Jarvis street during the
day, with CTPS still having access for meet-
ings. This continued for a while, then the
premises were rented out full-time.”

He believes that we are in the age of pho-
tographic specialists — people who are
good at one or two photographic genres
— like portraits, or wildlife, or landscapes.
“Very few photographers can work well
outside their comfort zone,” he says.

When Agfa brought out a cheap dispos-
able camera (le Box) that could take about
27 pictures, and whose price included the
developing and printing of the built-in film,
| saw a perfect opportunity to expand our
members’ expertise. So, | drew up a list of

ten set subjects in a variety of genres.

“On paying of an entry fee — which cov-
ered the cost of the camera, developing
and printing — each entrant was handed
the list and the camera and told to go take
photos of the listed subjects with the dis-
posable camera, and then to return the
camera to me for processing by Agfa.
Members were marked on their entire pan-
el. This proved to be a popular set subject,
and was repeated a few times. | am proud
to say that | even won once!”

Regarding present-day CTPS, he feels
that the society has grown too big, and has
lost the feeling of camaraderie that existed
when it was smaller, and meetings were
held in more comfortable surroundings.

“The large membership has resulted in
a large number of entries on competition
nights, which puts strain on the judging
process, and does not allow for interac-
tion. As a result, what could be a valuable
opportunity to learn from the judge’s com-
ments, has been lost.

“In my opinion, CTPS no longer carries
the prestige that it used to have, and has
become just another camera club.

“In the good old days, being seriously
interested in photography represented a
considerable investment. Apart from your
camera (unless you took slides where com-
mercial processing was acceptable), you
needed a whole darkroom of equipment.
Then you had to learn how to develop and
print your own images, as commercially pro-
cessed prints were not accepted by CTPS.

“I find it a shame that anyone who owns
a cell phone these days can call themselves
a photographer, and join CTPS. As a result,
we now have many members in the top sec-
tions of the society who have no idea how
to develop and print images.

lan Levy, our oldest member



lan Levy, the longest-serving CTPS mem-
ber, has seen the society grow and change
over nearly half a century. Since he joined
in 1967, slides have disappeared, AV has
taken over from cine, digital has surpassed
prints and the society celebrated a cente-
nary as well as 125 year anniversaries. He
shared his memories with Joy Wellbeloved:

“By trade | am an interior decorator and
manufacturer of soft furnishings. To this
end, it was fortuitous in that photography
and colour went hand in hand with my pro-
fession, as | was able to compose in my
mind the finished project and colours that
complimented the assignment.

“My late dad was a very keen photogra-
pher and so it was through him that | was
taught the basic rudiments of photography.
At the age of six, | am told, | was quite adept
at developing film in a dish under his desk,
moving the film, left to right in a U configu-
ration.

“Jack Zive, a member of CTPS, moved in
as a neighbour and became my mentor.
By the age of twelve | was quite adept at
re-touching black and white photographs
to the extent that | could remove freckles
completely from a photograph.

“By the time | was 15/16 years old, | was
the school’s photographer for the various
rugby, cricket and hockey teams. This was
a very lucrative period financially and it en-
abled me to purchase a Rolleiflex camera.
“In my early twenties cine photography
became my main interest and | joined the
Cape Cine Club, which had a reciprocal
membership with CTPS. In 1965, | became
president.

“I once more gravitated to still photog-
raphy, in particular printing my own colour
photographs, and also became a member
of CTPS.

“By 1970 | was running a parallel inter-
est, that of producing 16mm documentary

Sibyl Morris next to her
image that was part of the
CTPS 125 Year exhibition
in2015.

films and prints. In the same year | was
approached by the National Sea Rescue
Institute (NSRI) to produce a 20 minute
documentary that would inform the pub-
lic and oil companies of their aim and thus
promote their cause. | completed this pro-
ject — their first promotional film — which
| entered in the PSSA ten best film compe-
tition, where it won first place. | was sub-
sequently approached by MedicAlert to
emulate the documentary made for NSRI.

“Both films were made free of charge as
a donation to the organisations. The Medi-
cAlert film also won the PSSA ten best com-
petition and the film was also sent to the
States, where it was a resounding success.

“As | was a member of CTPS, and a com-
petitive member in the cine section, the
films indirectly brought accolades to the
society. Another accolade for CTPS in 1971
was winning the PSSA medal for the best
produced magazine for that year.

“I served on the CTPS print committee and
was vice-president of the society (in the late
1970’s). In 1992 | was presented with a PSSA
service medal for organising the Cape Town
Congress (of 1990) — it was the first time
that a PSSA congress showed a profit.

“Part of the success of the congress was
due to procuring the services of Ashley La-
zarus, the producer of the famous Peter
Stuyvesant action adverts, and the inter-
ception and diversion to Cape Town of the
Kodak colour print exhibition, which was on
its way to Fotokino (the camera store).”

His best memories of CTPS has been the
many accolades he had won. For example,
winning the Interclub print competition
in 1999 and 2003 and being runner-up in
2002 and 2004. After receiving an award for
meritorious services to PSSA in 1992, CTPS
awarded him a Certificate of Appreciation
for his service to the society in 2003.

He was also a regular trophy winner at the
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CTPS year-end functions: in 1985/6/7, 2002
and 2005 he won the Vertue Trophy for Best
Colour Print, in 1986 and 1991 he won the
Kodak Trophy and in 2003 the Lawley Trophy
for Best Monochrome Print. In 2002 all five
his entries got acceptances in the Cape of
Good Hope International Salon.

“In 2013 the high point of all the above
was being made an Honorary Life member
of CTPS,” he remembers.

His worst memory of his time as a CTPS
member is of the period when he was vice-
president. “A gentleman by the name of JR
Ewing of Dallas appeared on the Wednesday
night scene (in 1978) and at times we had an
attendance of only five to eight members —
a very difficult time. | would place the exhi-
bition free standing boards in a semi-circle
closer to the front of the hall, so that the hall
did not seem so big!”

“I think that CTPS has done admirably in
progressing with the times, but the tools
used today do not give an insight into the
comprehensive manual workings of pho-
tography as in years gone by, when certain
techniques were achieved by an intimate
insight of the tools needed to produce the
perfect print.”

“To me, the satisfaction of a winter’s
night, working in the darkroom, enlarging
your print and watching it materialise as a
manifestation of your creation, cannot be
surpassed by handing your work over to
some machine, which automatically cor-
rects any errors in exposure and colour.”

Editor Sibyl Morris

Nowadays, the CTPS publication, Cape
Camera, is compiled, edited and designed
on computer, and instantly saved to an on-
line site and the CTPS website.

This is a far cry from the hours of manual
labour Sibyl Morris spent on the produc-
tion of the newsletter for eight years after
1997. Sibyl tells it in her own words:

“In October 1990 | attended some of the
celebrations of the CTPS centenary and,
as | recall, was so impressed that | joined
the society and went to my first meeting in
December that year. In 1995 the cry went
out for a volunteer to edit Cape Camera, the
society’s bi-monthly newsletter, which was
at that time mailed to members on an A4
roneoed sheet.

“Sensing that | needed to learn about
computers, which were then a closed book
to me, | volunteered, purchased a com-
puter, and asked my elder son to set up AS
pages for me. | had to learn fast!

“But, during the eight years (more or
less) that | edited it, | learnt a great deal
and really enjoyed it as well. It was a source
of pride to me that | managed to get it
printed and posted every two months like
clockwork.

“For my effort | was awarded the CTPS
gold medal in 2002. That year | handed
over the editorship to someone else who
had grandiose plans, but could not stay the
pace. So, in late 2003 | took over again with
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a bumper July/ December 2003 issue, and
continued in a temporary capacity for an-
other year.

Her photographic interest was stimulat-
ed many years before when her husband
gave her her first SLR. She believes he
bought the Exakta in total ignorance of all
things photographic. “I suspect that he ap-
proached a smart salesman who knew that
the brand would die within the next few
years and wanted to get rid of stock,” she
says.

“I recently Googled the name and came
up with the interesting, but useless, in-
formation that an Exakta was the camera
used by James Stewart in his role as the
photographer in the Hitchcock classic Rear
Window. The body of my camera was an
Exakta, made in Germany, but | think the
lens was Japanese. In any event, it was a
quality camera and I learnt a lot using it.

“I ultimately donated it to the CTPS muse-
um, so who knows where it is now ... Some
12 or so cameras later, | have an insatiable
appetite — depending on finances — for
the latest in camera gear. | had a lot of fun
with my camera in those early years.

“The most helpful aspect was entering
the CTPS monthly competitions, especially
the set subjects, because that forced me to
think about subjects that | had never tried,
or which did not particularly interest me,
and to try to produce a meaningful photo.”

She entered several salons and collected
a number of acceptances and a few Certifi-
cates of Merit. In 1999 she was awarded an
APSSA in colour slides.

“At club level, I won the Johannesson
Trophy for nature slides in 1995, 1996 and
2006, plus Roy Johannesson’s Golden Ap-
ple award for service; the Poichet trophy
for Pictorial slides in 1994 and 1997, and the
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Agfatrophyin 1992, 1994 and 1997 for high-
est point aggregate in slides. During those
early years of my membership, the CTPS
numbers gradually decreased, so | didn’t
have a lot of competition! At its lowest
point there were as few as a dozen mem-
bers at an evening meeting.

“l think we could all sense that photog-
raphy needed to change course radically in
order to attract new members, and digital
proved to be the spur needed — slow to
start, but increasing dramatically in mo-
mentum each year. | bought my first digital
camera in 2005 and life has not been the
same since!”

Henk Mulder after 3 decades

Henk Mulder has not only been a CTPS
member for 33 years, but a good deal of this
time was spent serving the society in vari-
ous capacities. He shared his memories of
the early days with Joy Wellbeloved.

“l was very young when | got involved
with photography. | was somewhere be-
tween 6 and 16, as they say, when my fa-
ther, a keen amateur photographer, gave
me a Kodak 620 folding camera that used
120 film.

“Later, when | was in Std 1 (Grade 3) | got
what was called a miniature camera — a
35mm Nikkorex 35mm that was first intro-
duced around 1960,” he recollects. “Later
still, but while | was still at school, I got a
120 twin lens reflex camera — like the Rol-
lei | still have.”

At school, he was the sports events pho-
tographer. After school, he qualified as an
accountant.

“In 1974, when | was a financial director
at Anglo American, | was transferred to the
Cape to handle the merger of the Boschen-
dal Estate to Rhodes Fruit Farms. With my

interest in photography it was not long be-
fore I joined a photographic club in Bellville,
where [ lived at the time.”

He heard about CTPS from his dentist, Jo-
han Kloppers (the PSSA regional director).
“Around this time we discovered that my
son Lawrence — although brilliant — re-
quired special schooling as a result of his
dyslexia. So we moved to Newlands in
Cape Town and in 1982 | joined CTPS.”

He was soon involved in council and con-
tributed in many ways to the running of
the society over the next decades. “I call
myself a Jack of all trades as | have been
involved in many projects at CTPS,” says
Henk. He had been print coordinator,
served on council as a member responsible
for various portfolios, including president
(1998-1999), vice-president, treasurer, in
charge of property, etc. He has also been
judging in competitions.

Henk is a top photographer, who, for ex-
ample, won the Interclub prize for the best
PDlimage in 2007.

“The thing about CTPS that | liked best
was the sense of camaraderie. If you had a
problem, someone was there to help you.
There were no arrogant members who
were not prepared to help new members.”

He has special fond memories of Colin
Richards, a professional photographer.

“He was very knowledgeable, and always
willing to help. One evening while | was
judging, Colin submitted a large black and
white print of a lion kill which had just hap-
pened, with a herd of zebra looking on.

“l gave it a score of 30, and suggested
that Colin change the name to Street Mug-
ging as it was just like in the city — when
someone has been mugged, everyone
stands around looking on, but no-one saw
anything. When Colin died, he left the print



Far left: Henk
Mulder and some
of the cameras he
used — a Kodak
620 folding
camera and Rol-
leiflex. Photos Joy
Wellbeloved.

Left: Jenny Powis,
smiling as always.

Right: Joy Well-
beloved receives
her Honorary
Life Membership
award from CTPS
president Nicol
du Toit.

to mein his will.”

“These days | find that the St Stephen’s
Church hall lacks the cosy atmosphere that
existed in Huis Den Nederlanden, and the
seats are very hard on the bum. The meetings
are too long and hurried. There is no time al-
lowed for meaningful dialogue between the
judge and the author of the image.”

He now attends the Durbanville Photog-
raphy Club, which is skm closer to where
he lives in Duynefontein (near Koeberg).
Other members also live in the area and
they share lifts.

His advice for other members? “Pardon
the youth for their ignorance — it is part of
their joy and charm.”

Print worker Jenny Powis

Quiet and always smiling, Jenny Powis was
awarded Honorary Life Membership of
CTPS for her service to the society — as
a council member and in other capacities
over the past 26 years.

Jenny is also a top photographer who
has won a trophy just about every year
between 1993 and 2001 in the annual club
awards.

She became a photographer after her
parents gave her a Pentax MV camera as
a present when she graduated from UCT
with a BSc degree in 1980.

But, she became a serious photographer
after her boyfriend, Richard Vos, intro-
duced her to CTPS in 1989. He was vice-
president of the society for many years and
after a few meetings she joined.

Fortunately for CTPS, her passion for pho-
tography outlived that for her boyfriend
and she has been a dedicated member ever
since, although the relationship ended.

“l sat and listened to the judges for a
year before I joined in and started enter-

ing competitions every month,” she says.
“Then | became hooked on competitions.
| entered the maximum number of prints
each month for many years.”

She won the Vertue Trophy for Best Col-
our Print in 1993, 2000 and 2001; the Law-
ley Trophy for Best Monoprint in 1995 and
1996; the Warner Trophy for Service to Still
Photography in 1994 and 1998, and in 1999
she won an award for Meritious Service.

Print is her preferred genre. One of her
print images got 14 out of 15 points in a
club competition — but when she entered
the corresponding slide, it only got a red
award. With the result that she only en-
tered prints from then on.

“After accumulating so many prints from
entering competitions every month, | de-
cided to apply for my Honours in Commer-
cial Colour Prints. | had to submit a panel
of 18 colour prints, which was judged in all
the major cities in the country.” She was
awarded an Associateship by the PSSA in
2002.

She has also held a few exhibitions of her
prints and had won several Certificates of
Merit for salon entries.

“My photography has improved over the
years and this can be accredited to our
monthly competitions,” she says.

Jenny served on the CTPS council as sec-
retary (1994-1997) and print convenor in
1997 and 1998. A few years ago she also
organised outings.

“My best memories of CTPS were when
each year a team of us decorated our hall
(in Jarvis Street) for the Awards Dinner,”
she recalls. “We were proud to have our
own premises. The Society has changed
over the years in that we have moved ven-
ues for our meetings several times.”
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Researcher Joy Wellbeloved

Several of the profiles in this book have
been written by Joy Wellbeloved, a seven-
teen-year veteran of CTPS. She is known
for her love of history, research skills and
ability to make sense of technical terms
and descriptions, as well as her willingness
to help out when called upon.

More recently, she is also promoting an
interest in macro photography through a
Special Interest Group (SIG), whose mem-
bers are impressed by the macro set-up she
designed and had made herself.

Joy has been interested in photography
for most of her life — or more precisely,
since she received a box brownie when she
was about eight. At school she joined the
photo club, and in about 1957 she bought a
35mm Robin camera.

“Aroll of Kodachrome slide film cost one
pound ten and six (about R3.50) at a time
when my weekly pocket money was one
shilling (10c).”

While working in the emerging com-
puter industry in Johannesburg during the
1960’s, she joined the Johannesburg Pho-
tographic Society for a few years. “My first
salon acceptance was a black and white
print,” she says.

In 1975 she was transferred to Cape Town,
where she added a double garage to their
cottage in Constantia as a studio. Portrait
photography became a paying hobby, be-
cause as she says, “Hasselblads are very
expensive!”

She joined CTPS in the same year and
served as chairman of the print section for
about two years, before she was elected
president in 1984.

1985 was a traumatic year: her divorce
cost her all her photographic equipment,
and she was declared redundant by the
computer bureau. She had no choice but
to leave CTPS.

Joy had joined Leo Computer Bureau
in 1966 as a computer operator, working
shifts, and moved to programming within a
year, followed by a promotion to a systems
analyst specifying custom designed appli-
cations. She was transferred to Cape Town
as an account manager.

After the retrenchment she was unem-
ployed for two years, and then had various
jobs in the computer industry, doing cus-
tomer training across the country, as well as
in neighbouring countries Botswana, Zimba-
bwe and Namibia.

She retired as a quality controller in 2007
— and ended the lean photographic years
by buying the Canon 40D she still uses. This
enabled her to rejoin CTPS in 2008, where
she has been very active in various posi-
tions, like organising the audio-visual sec-
tion in 2013 and 2014.

She was made an Honorary Life Member
at the end of 2015.

“If money were plentiful, | would be a
wildlife photographer,” she says. “But, |
am concentrating on macro this year — |
can do it in my study, and close to home.”

Cape Town Photographic Society over 125 years
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Chapter 14

Organising
the 125 year
celebrations

The year leading up to CTPS’ 125th birthday
was a memorable and exciting time for all ...
but it entailed a lot of work. The council mem-
bers of 2015 made sure it all went well

Salon organiser Nicol du Toit.

Competition convenor Lesley Parolis .

AV maker Robert Maginley. Editor Trudi du Toit.
Cape Town Photographic Society over 125 years



Pat Scott: main organiser,
including the exhibition,
congress, gala dinner
and some outings

When traits like passion, dedication and
hard work were being handed out, Pat
Scott was standing at the head of the
queue. One of the most enthusiastic work-
ers in CTPS, she organised some of the
most memorable festivities of the CTPS 125
Year celebrations.

These include the CTPS 125 Year Photo
Exhibition at the Artscape theatre com-
plex. Pat, aided by Malcolm Jones, not only
spent hours selecting historical images
taken by members from 1890 to 2000, but
also cajoled present members into submit-
ting more recent images. Then she had
everything framed, and with the help of
Robert Maginley and Richard Goldschmidt,
hanged them. And for good measure, or-
ganised a successful opening night.

That was after she had organised the
CTPS De Hoop Conference at the end of
May (see chapter 5) and the Bein Wein out-
ing in April, as well as the historical Cape
Town walkabout in June and a picnic out-
ing to photograph the spring flowers at
Postberg (chapter 6).

One of the year’s highlights was the gala
dinner with guests of honour Royal Photo-
graphic Society president Walter Benzie,
PSSA president Francois Rousseau and
Western Cape Regional Director Johan
Kloppers and their wives. She took it in her
stride when the venue suddenly had to be
changed three days before the event ( see
chapter 1) and organised a party that was
thoroughly enjoyed by all.

And if that wasn’t enough, she also un-
dertook to select the judges for the com-
petition evenings last year, and organise
the monthly E&D speakers.

Pat is also one of our most accomplished
wildlife photographers.

She admits that she has always been
known as a workaholic — also during her
41-year teaching career spanning “from
schools to university level, in Zimbabwe,
KwaZulu Natal and the Eastern Cape, cul-
minating in being professor and HoD (head
of department) of the Department of Ergo-
nomics at Rhodes University.

“l loved research, lecturing and to a
lesser extent, administration,” she says.
“Through my work | travelled a great deal,
nationally and internationally, to confer-
ences, meetings and conducting work-
shops.”

While she had an interest in photography
for many years, she never had the time to
really get involved. “I always said when |
retire, | would like to be a wildlife photog-
rapher. Little did | realise what a challenge
that would be!”

After she and her husband, Jack, retired
at the end of 2005 and moved to Cape
Town, she finally found time for photogra-

phy. “Within two months | went to my first
(of many) photography course at the Cape
Town School of Photography — and since
then | have loved every moment of my
growth in photography,” she says.

At the school she met Malcolm Jones
and he encouraged her to join CTPS. She
attended a few meetings and was bowled
over by a stunning image of a cheetah tak-
en by Rashid Latiff.

“It was a bit intimidating and it took me
a couple of years to build up the courage
to join CTPS.” She eventually joined in 2010
and says she has thoroughly enjoyed her
experience with the society.

“l very soon got involved in the running
of the society and have been secretary (1
year), convener of Education and Develop-
ment (2% years), organised judges (1 year)
and am now the coordinator of the 125 year
celebratory events.

“Yes, there have been a few lows and
frustrating spells, but these have been far
outweighed by the rewards, and amaz-
ing experiences | have had,” says Pat. “I
have met some excellent photographers
who are so willing to share their expertise
with the society, and so our knowledge
and photographic skills are improved. The
huge appreciation from so many members
of the society have also made my commit-
ment to the society so worthwhile.

“Probably the highlight in my photo-
graphic life was having Bonding, my photo
of a Cape fox and her cub, selected as the
favourite of one of the judges at the Inter-
club Competition in 2012...a good wildlife
image at last!”

Richard Goldschmidt:
Outing organiser and
property manager

Richard Goldschmidt not only organised
the first outing of our celebratory year to
Table Mountain, he also used his consid-
erable organising skills to plan the much
enjoyed weekend outing to Stanford and
helped his friend Keith Bull with the ar-
rangements for the Red Bus Tour in March.

But then, organising should come natu-
rally to a seasoned engineer.

Richard is a born and bred Capetonian,
who was given his first SLR on his 21st
birthday to capture his mountain climbing
exploits.

He remembers attending at least two
meetings of the Cape Town Photographic
Society in the late 1960’s when the meet-
ings were held in the Cathedral Hall in the
City. They were daunting and not condu-
cive to encouraging a young, inexperi-
enced, photographer to join.

A working life spent building up a mechani-
cal [electrical consulting engineering compa-
ny left no time for photography, other than
to capture a growing family. Richard has
designed the building services for many
well-known projects, such as the Victoria
Wharf shopping centre, many high-rise of-
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fice buildings, numerous five-star hotels,
shopping centres, and ended up leading
the teams working on the Port Elizabeth
and Green Point Soccer Stadiums built for
the 2010 FIFA World Cup.

After retiring in 2010, he was talked into
attending a CTPS meeting by Keith Bull.
His wife, Joyce, also wanted to know more
about photography, and so digital cameras
were purchased, and they started to learn
the ropes. They especially enjoyed the out-
ings organised by Nellian Bekker, which
encouraged their progression from begin-
ners to a little way up the ladder.

With his knowledge of the building indus-
try and management, Richard had his arm
twisted to serve on council in 2012 to look
after the CTPS property at Jarvis Street.

The sale of the building, which required
more and more expenditure on renova-
tions, was also concluded during 2015.

Nicol du Toit: salon
organiser and treasurer

A firm believer in the benefits of entering
salons to obtain alternative views of your
photographic work, Nicol du Toit organised
a CTPS 125th Anniversary Salon with a pub-
lic exhibition of acceptances and award
winners in the Cape Town library to end a
successful year of celebrations (see more
chapter 4). The work of many CTPS mem-
bers were also exhibited, as a special medal
just for club members was introduced for
the CTPS member who scored the best in
each category.

During the celebratory year, he also kept
a wary eye on expenditures as treasurer.
Nicol is a qualified chartered accountant
and obtained an MBA from UCT in 1984.

After he passed the board exam as CA in
1980, he left the Deloittes auditing firm to
join Safmarine and rather go into general
management. In the Safmarine and Ren-
nies group he had a variety of jobs in differ-
ent group companies. He worked his way
up through senior management to posi-
tions of MD and CEO in group companies.

In 1997 he and his wife, Trudi, decided
that they had enough of working for other
people and bought a publishing company,
which they are jointly running, lately in
partnership with one of their daughters.

“My oldest brother introduced me to
photography at a very young age and |
grew up with cameras from before going
to school,” he says. “Money was tight in
those days and | learned to improvise to
the extent that | built my own enlarger
while at high school.”

Nicol joined the photographic society as
a student at the University of Stellenbosch
and through the years the Du Toits endured
many makeshift darkrooms in their bath-
rooms. “I bought my first SLR with my first
pay cheque after passing my board exam.
When the children and my career started
taking its toll on my time, my photography
consisted mainly of family snapshots.”

His youngest daughter, who trained as
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cinematographer, inherited his interest in
photography and took him with her to a
CTPS meeting in 2011. “I was immediately
hooked.”

He was elected to council as treasurer in
2012/2013, vice-president and treasurer in
2014 and as president in 2015.

Jacoba van Zyl: updating
the planning diary

During the celebratory year Jacoba van Zyl
had the unenviable task of updating the di-
ary of ever-changing events and reminding
council members of decisions that were
made and tasks to be completed.

And all greatly benefitted from her calm
control during oft heated discussions, and
her impressive recall of past meetings.

She has been CTPS secretary for almost
as long as she had been a member: she
joined the society in May 2012 and was
elected secretary in August of the same
year. She recalls that she did her first set of
minutes before she entered her first image
in January 2013.

Before joining, she did two basic courses
at the Cape Town School of Photography
(CTSP) to master the technical aspects of
photography, but felt that she did not re-
ally progress from there.

She therefore joined CTPS to learn more
through club activities and from other
members. This was due to encouragement
from Pat Scott, whom she had met at CTSP
when they were amongst five photogra-
phers invited to make photobooks when
ORMS introduced their photobooks.

“The courses | did with Martin Osner dur-
ing the past year helped me to improve my
photography more in one year than in any
other stage since she bought her first cam-
era,” she says.

Jacobais already looking forward to all the
photo opportunities she’ll be enjoying when
she retires from her demanding job at the
end of December. She is a medical scheme
executive responsible for client relation-
ships, mainly dealing with principal officers
and Board of Trustees of medical schemes,
where they do outsourced administration.

Lesley Parolis: competition
and salon PDI convenor

As the regular monthly competition con-
venor on council, it was only natural that
Lesley Parolis would also take responsibil-
ity for the evening where the best images
of the 125 year celebrations were selected.
In addition, she was responsible for the PDI
section in the anniversary salon.

“I have always had an interest in photog-
raphy and learnt much from my husband
Lambe, who has been a keen photogra-
pher for many years,” says Lesley.

Seven years ago she did the first of two
photographic courses at CTSP. After the
second course a group of fellow students
decided to keep contact and formed a
small photo club (Full Spectrum PC).
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There are now eight members — Anna
Engelhardt, Kathy Priday, Sue Docherty, Jean
Bradshaw, Joan Ward, Pat Scott, Kim Ste-
vens and Lesley — who are all CTPS mem-
bers as well. “We continue to inspire each
other. Photography is our passion and we
love to share our knowledge, experiences
and images with each other and with the
wider community.”

“CTPS has been a large part of my life for
four and a half years now and it has been a
very enriching journey,” she says.

A Pretoria girl, Lesley relocated to Gra-
hamstown to study for a Bachelor of Phar-
macy degree (1977-1981). After qualifying
as a pharmacist, she changed track and
completed a PhD in polysaccharide chemis-
try (1982-1986), which is the study of com-
plex carbohydrate polymers.

“Thereafter | held the position of re-
search officer in the School of Pharmaceu-
tical Sciences at Rhodes for 13 years. After
my husband Lambe retired from Rhodes at
the end of 1998 we came to Cape Town and
| joined the Chemical Engineering depart-
ment at UCT, where | was a senior scientific
officer in the Minerals Processing Research
Centre for g years.”

She retired from UCT when she turned 50
at the end of 2008 and decided to take up
photography seriously.

Robert Maginley: AV maker

During the anniversary year, members
were encouraged to submit the images
they took during the various activities to
be included in Cape Camera, as well as in
AV’s made by Robert Maginley. A DVD with
these AV’s is distributed with this book.

Robert ran the CTPS AV group in 2014/15
— a special interest that had brought the
Maginley’s to CTPS in 2012.

He had made his first AV a few years be-
fore that to promote the guest house he
and his wife, Leslie, ran in Franschhoek.
She sadly passed away in 2015.

“In Franschhoek we started a small pho-
tographic group, meeting once a month at
members’ houses, usually with a glass (or
two) of wine, to discuss our photographs,”
he recounts. “This is where | started to
make AV’s.”

After retiring in 2011, the Maginleys be-
came more involved with photography and
joined the Durbanville Photography Club.
Neels Beyers was the judge on one occa-
sion and when he told the Maginley’s that
CTPS had an AV section, they decided to
join the society.

“Not only did our AV’s get better, but
our overall photography improved,” says
Robert. “We found that CTPS was a very
forward thinking club and we thoroughly
enjoyed being members.”

But, it was stills photography that first
peaked his interest in 1954 during his first
overseas trip while at school. His father
had bought him an Agfa 35mm camera. “It
was guess the speed, aperture and focus,
but I managed to get a few shots and still

have the camera today,” he says.

Over the years he progressed to taking
mainly slides with both Fuji and Canon
cameras, as well as a 8mm cine camera.
“Then came the advent of digital and Leslie
bought our first digital camera in London
after seeing the one my son had.”

“On our next trip to London | bought a
Fuji 6900z — this was one of the top cam-
eras of the time around the year 2000.
Then came the Canons: a 350D, a 550D and
now the 7D, complete with Photoshop and
also Lightroom.”

London-born Robert was trained at the
Acton Hotel and Catering School after
school, and thereafter worked in progres-
sively more senior positions at hotels with
well-known names like Claridges, Waldorf,
Criterion, etc.

After he and Leslie got married in Bula-
wayo in 1968, he became general man-
ager of the Imperial Hotel in Malta. Back in
South Africa, he joined the Southern Sun
hotel group, before they opened a guest
house in Franschhoek.

Trudi du Toit — editor of
Cape Camera and this book

The various activities during the anniversa-
ry year, as well as some historical articles,
were recorded in the online Cape Camera
newsletters Trudi du Toit edited from Oc-
tober 2014 to April 2016. Thereafter, she
asked for time out to complete this com-
memorative publication.

She was also responsible for sourcing
and selling the 125 year anniversary CTPS
jackets.

A journalist since she joined Die Burger as
a reporter in 1973, Trudi has spent nearly
45 years as a member of the media. She
worked full-time on the newspaper’s
weekend supplement BY, the women’s
magazines Sarie (fashion and entertain-
ment editor and feature writer), Rooi Rose
(deputy editor in charge of features) be-
fore becoming a freelancer after the birth
of the first of her three children in 1983.

She had married CTPS president Nicol du
Toit in 1975.

After the birth of her children Trudi free-
lanced for a wide variety of publications
— Vrye Weekblad, Huisgenoot, Sarie, Rooi
Rose, Fair Lady, Living & Loving, Moeder-
skap, Radio & TV Times, etc. — until she
and Nicol bought a small publishing com-
pany, Rocklands Communications, in 1997.

Over the past 19 years they have grown
the business-to-business magazine Sports
Trader to an undisputed market leader,
and launched the Department of Sport and
Recreation magazine Your Sport, among
others.

She is a latecomer to photography and
only started entering CTPS competitions
after Nicol had given her a 100D Canon as
a birthday gift shortly before a trip to Na-
mibia and the Okavango in 2013. Now, she
hardly leaves home without this camera.
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