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News from the council

The cover image was the winner of PDI Open, Advanced, in February, namely Pier with a 
view 1 by Danie Coetzee  This is also the senior entry in the PSSA monthly competition. 
According to 
judge Jean du 
Plessis, it is “a 
magni f i cent 
image with 
good composi-
tion, balanced 
with the pillars 
on the right 
side. Its soft-
ness creates a 
slightly spooky 
feeling.” 
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I believe very strongly that council is 
there to run our society according to the 
wishes of the members. To be able to do 
that, council needs guidance from mem-

bers about the types of events they want 
to take part in, what they want us to do 
—or not do — to make their membership 
more enjoyanle and in general, how they 
want us to run CTPS. 

We have therefore decided to continue 
organising a formal and dedicated strategic 
meeting every three years.  The next one 
has been arranged for 7pm of the evening 
of Thursday, the 10th of March at our nor-
mal meeting place at St Stephens’ hall. 

I want to encourage members to at-
tend this strategic meeting, which we an-
nounced in the Snapshot last week. 

Please make use of this opportunity to 
come and tell us about your ideas and what 
you want — this is your chance to make a 
difference by sharing your likes and dislikes 
with fellow members and participating in  
work groups who will implement the sug-
gestions approved by members.

But, please contact me directly on nicol@
sportstrader.co.za if you would like to at-
tend, to ensure that we can accommodate 
and cater for everybody.

Betty’s Bay weekend
In the same Snapshot we also announced 
the Betty’s Bay weekend outing on 19 and 
20 March. At the time of writing, we had 
not had many responses from members, 
and would therefore like to encourage 
anybody who is interested in attending 
the weekend to please let Richard Gold-
schmidt know. 

We have to urgently finalise bookings and 
arrangements for meals as it is the start of 

the school holidays that weekend and we 
do not have many options. 

Betty’s Bay promises to be another out-
ing like Stanford last year, which people 
will talk about for a long time. 

The area offers many scenic photograph-
ic opportunities — from penguins to the 
Harold Porter Nature Reserve, the river, a 
rugged coastline, and many other scenes. 
Apart from that, we’ll eat, drink and be 
merry together.

So, please don’t miss out and let Rich-
ard know immediately on richard@gold-
schmidt.co.za or cell 082 558 3037 or 
home 021 794 3648 if you would like to 
attend.

Impact of outings
I think Richard deserves a special word 
of thanks for the impact he made on the 
outings portfolio since he took over the re-
sponsibility. 

We have had outings to the Cape Min-
strel Parade, Killarney race track, Blouberg 
kitesurfing and an evening shoot in the 
Waterfront, all within the first two months 

of the year (see pages 4-7). 
Apart from offering opportunities to im-

prove your own photography with a vari-
ety of subjects that you might not be able 
to shoot on your own, it is also very nice 
getting to know each other socially during 
such outings.

Judges under the spotlight
We have again received complaints about 
judges and their way of judging. Although 
this is an issue which will always be part 
of photographic clubs — and have always 
been — it is nevertheless a very important 
issue and council take such complaints very 
seriously. 

We’ll try and address this issue immedi-
ately, but this is also something that should 
be dealt with at the strategic meeting to 
find a longer term solution.

While writing this I heard of another two 
members who suffered a burglary and lost 
all their photographic equipment. 
So, please take care out there!

Nicol du Toit

Betty’s Bay scenery you can enjoy during the  March outing organised by Richard Goldschmidt.
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Monthly meetings
Meetings are held in the St Stephens Church Hall Central Square, 
Pinelands, at 7pm.
1st Wednesday: Competition 
2nd Wednesday: Audio-visual 
3rd Wednesday: Education & Development.

Month Competition AV E & D

March 2 9 16
April 6 13 20

CTPS Contact details:
Contact person: Jacoba van Zyl
Email: info@ctps.co.za
Website: www.ctps.co.za
Facebook : Cape Town Photographic Society

President 			   Nicol du Toit
Vice-president       		  Richard Goldschmidt
Honorary Secretary                       	 Jacoba van Zyl
Honorary Treasurer 		  Melanie Neethling
Property Manager          		  Detlef Basel
Education   & Development		  Kim Stevens 
Competitions Convenor    		  Lesley Parolis
Audio-visual Convenor 		  Nellian Bekker
Public Relations                             	  Anna Morris
Website                             		  Lesley Parolis

CTPS council members

CTPS news flashes

New members welcomed
We would like to welcome the following new members who joined 
CTPS  this year: Ingrid Le Roux , Graeme Sher, Marek Vincenc, Nar-
da Rubens and Peter Strater. If you joined CTPS recently, and would 
like to get to know other members quickly, please send a short ar-
ticle with a picture introducing yourself to Joy Wellbeloved at joy.
wellbeloved@telkomsa.net, telling us who you are, what you like 
to photograph, when the bug first bit you, and anything else you 
think we may be interested in. 

We are in the process of finalising the publication of the CTPS 
125th Anniversary Book, covering the history of the society, juxta-
posed with images and articles about our celebrations during 2015. 
If you participated in any of the celebratory events last year, you 
might be interested in ordering this 96-page coffee-table book. 

It will help us tremendously with the print order if we know how 
many orders we can expect. This will also influence the final price, 
which is now expected to be R160. Please let nicol@sportstrader.

co.za know if you would be interested in ordering a copy.
Our other publication, the CTPS 125th Anniversary Salon book 

— featuring all images and AV’s that gained acceptances and 
medals and certificates of merit — has been printed and will 
shortlly be dispatched to everybody who pre-ordered copies.

The above panorama, taken by Nicol du Toit to show all the 
prints that were exhibited in the Cape Town City Library during 
December 2015, is also in the book.

Place your anniversary book orders, please

Members perform in salons
New CTPS member Chris Coetzee  had seven images accept-
ed in the Krugersdorp Salon, while Keith Bull, Neels Beyers, 
Christo and Marleen la Grange and Jeanette du Toit got ac-
ceptances in the 3rd PSSA International Salon.

The following images by Chris were accepted: Scapes - Col-
our: Peerless ; Scapes - Colour: Day is Done; Scapes - Colour: 
Sunset Glamour; Open - Colour: Misty Morning; Open - Colour: 
Island Of Dreams; Monochrome - Open: After the  Sunset; Mon-
ochrome - Open: Rocky Point.

These entries by CTPS members were accepted in the PSSA 
International Salon: Neels Beyers: Road into Canola  (Scapes 
Urban and or Rural - Colour) and Passage at Kolmanskop (Open 
- Colour); Keith Bull: Alien and Beautiful  (Open - Colour); Jean-
ette du Toit The catch of the day (Nature - Colour), Reflection O 
(Open - Colour) and Wheat fields scape (Scapes Urban and or 
Rural - Colour); Christo La Grange: The hunter (Nature - Colour) 
and Trio of the night  (Open - Colour); Marleen La Grange: Lilly 
(Open - Colour), Shipwreck (Open - Colour) and SALT and the 
milky way  (Scapes Urban and or Rural - Colour).

Remember to register for the PSSA Congress this year, held from 
26 August to 1 September on our doorstep in Langebaan, organ-
ised by a committee comprising Western Cape club members.

An impressive and exciting line-up of speakers have already been 
confirmed — among them, Peter Magubane, Nicole Palmer, Lee 
Slabber, Chris Fallows, Hein Waschefort, Paul Bruins, Laetitia Kenny 
and many more well-known names.

Part of the programme includes a visit to Darling and Evita se Per-
ron, although this is an extra, not included in the congress price.

To see the programme, learn more about the speakers and their 
work, as well as find accommodation and register, click on the Con-
gress link on the PSSA website www.pssa.co.za.
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January outings:

Starting the year on a high
In true RICHARD GOLDSCHMIDT fashion, the first outings of the year went ahead without 
a glitch, and judging by the quality of the photographs sent in by participating club mem-
bers, everyone rose to the various photographic challenges as well as enjoying them-
selves greatly. The year started with an outing to photograph the Cape Minstrel Parade, 
followed by a double outing to do sports photography

Far left: 
Hot Rumba 
by Ariane 
Jenssen who 
also shot 
Reflections in 
a tuba (left). 

Right: Needy 
refreshment 
by Pat Scott.

Twelve club members met on Janu-
ary 2nd in Zonnebloem to take 
photos of the preparation and 
start of the annual Cape Minstrel 

Parade.  After discussing tactics and swop-
ping tips on how best to take photos, they 
ventured between the first troop of min-
strels who had just arrived off their busses. 

They were fortunate to have been ac-
cepted by the troops and could take really 
close-up and also staged photos of the vari-
ous characters.  

After a couple of hours the troops were 

summoned from the shade to assemble 
in the road.  Finally, at 1pm, led by police 
motorcycles, they struck up the band and 
commenced their shuffle down the road 
towards Castle Street.  

This gave the CTPS members wonder-
ful close-up opportunities of capturing 
the minstrels  without the barricades and 
crowds that awaited them further along 
their way. 

Some of our members had by this time 
had enough and went home, whilst others 
drove to upper Wale Street to get photos 

of other troops in a different setting. A few 
stayed on until after 5pm.

In future, taking photos opposite the 
technicon building in Zonnebloem is re-
commended, but one would need to arrive 
by about 12.30 to have sufficient time and 
avoid waiting too long. Plenty of parking is 
available.  

Photographing in upper Wale Street in 

Left: Pat Scott photo-
graphed the CTPS group 
with one of the Cape 
Minstrels: Andre Wijne, 
Ariane Jenssen, Rich-
ard Goldschmidt, Marek 
Vincenc, Carin Hardisty, 
Anna Morris, Judith 
Dodds, Nicol du Toit, 
Trudi du Toit, Robert 
Maginley, Kim Stevens 
and Joan Ward.
Right: Ariane Jenssen’s 
photo of Nicol du Toit.

Andre Wijne by Ariane Jenssen. Anna Morris by Richard Goldschmidt. Kim Stevens and Joan Ward  by Nicol du Toit.
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the later afternoon provides a multitude of 
brightly coloured uniformed Troops, all fast 
moving, so a different approach is needed.

Double take sporty outings 
As our competition set subject for Febru-
ary was Sport Photography, Richard (Gold-
schmidt) organised a dual sporty outing on 
Saturday 16th January to assist members to 
capture an image or two they could enter.

More than 20 members attended, but as 
the event was purposely flexible regarding 

arrival and departure times, unfortunately 
not everybody were present when the 
social photo was taken at sunset and the 
group enjoyed a glass of wine at the Blue 
Peter. 

The afternoon commenced at Killarney 
with a visit to the go-karts and their pits. 
Panning to get the background blurred and 
the speeding karts clearly in focus was not 
an easy task, and so lessons were learnt.  

At 5 pm the members moved across to 
the stock car track to see the start of the 

Richard Goldschmidt took these action shots of the Shoprite Pennsyl-
vania (SPV) troop, run by Richard Pot.

Lost shoe by Pat Scott. Starting Young by Nicol du Toit.

Linda Rodriguez and Gaynor Donovan 
captured by Richard Goldschmidt.

Above: Marek Vincenc, 
Carin Hardisty and Nicol 
du Toit at Killarney, 
captured by John Spence. 

Above left: CTPS members 
capturing the sunset and (right) 
enjoying drinks are: Richard 
Goldschmidt, Jenny Morkel, 
Jeanette Brusnicky, Colleen 
de Villiers, Joyce Goldschmidt, 
Robert Maginley, John Spence 
and Mike de Villiers. Both pho-
tos Richard Goldschmidt. 

stock car races. The light was a little harsh 
and hence the best photos were prob-
ably taken when there was an accident or 
someone spun off the track. One or two 
members stayed until it was dark, as it was 
a night event, and probably got some terrif-
ic photos, which we will see in due course. 

Just before 6pm the majority headed to 
the beach at the designated meeting place 
near Big Bay.  On route there, they passed 
hundreds of kite surfers showing off their 
skills at Table View beach, which 

John Spence’ s ‘Killarney Racing Champion’ (left), Jeanette Brusnicky’s the ‘Speed Wobbler’

This gave the CTPS mem-
bers wonderful close-up 
opportunities of capturing 
the minstrels  without the 
barricades and crowds

To p7

 Richard Goldschmidt’s ‘Hit the Dirt’ as a 
stock car crashes.
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Night shoot  a special
walk in the Waterfront 

Eighteen club members assembled 
at the Clock Tower in the Victoria 
and Alfred Waterfront at sunset on 
a Saturday evening in February to 

take photographs at night, the set subject 
of the March competition. 

After John Spence imparted some words 
of advice about the sweet spots of lenses 
and other matters about ISO changing, 
they set off on a brisk walk guided by him. 
A member commented that they had never 
before seen so many tripods, except in the 
Orms showroom. 

RICHARD GOLDSCHMIDT got permission for CTPS members to capture the V&A Waterfront 
at night during the February outing, in preparation for the March competition set subject

The first cameras clicked away when a 
high-masted yacht caused the swing bridge 

to open, but soon they were able to cross 
the water-way and head off to the yellow 
photographic frame for the official photo-
graph of the outing

Painting with light was attempted on the 
statues of the Nobel Peace prize winners, 
unsuccessfull due to the high level of ambi-
ent light behind the statues. 

They attempted to photograph the bright-
ly lit Cape Town Eye from various angles 
and one of the members even rode on the 
Eye to see if she could get any special pho-
tographs from up high. 

‘It is not always that you 
have this opportunity to 
photograph at the Water-
front without problems, 
let alone photographing 
at night.’ — Jeanette du 
Toit

The Waterfront ‘shooters’ 
Andre and Marleen La 
Grange, Detlef Basel, An-
dre Wijne, Barbara Basel, 
Kim Stevens, Anna Mor-
ris, guests Leon Oost-
huizen and friend (be-
hind Jeanette), Richard 
Goldschmidt, Jeanette 
Brusnicky, Joyce Gold-
schmidt, Johan Strydom 
and Anna Engelhardt.

Left: The 
ferris 
wheel, by 
Jeanette 
du Toit.

Right: 
‘Sunset 
Colours’ 
by Marleen 
La Grange.

Left: The 
Waterfront  
at night 
by Anna 
Engelhardt.

Right: Image 
by Jeanette 
du Toit.
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lured everyone to stop and capture photos 
there.  Some of the group never got any further. 

Others duly met at the beach opposite the 
Blue Peter in Bloubergstrand to await the set-
ting sun and enjoy sundowners. 

The smoke from the fire in Grabouw reached 

Table Bay around sunset and turned the sky a 
beautiful orange-red. 

Drinks were rapidly downed and members 
rushed back to the beach, where a handful of 
kite surfers put on a brilliant display against the 
setting sun.  

Killarney and Blouberg images cont. from p5

Top row ltr: Blouberg images by Jeanette Brusnicky and  John Spence. 
Above: Two images by Pat Scott. Right: ‘Snazzy Go- Karter’ by Jeanette Bruznicky. 

Lessons learnt
Some of the participants learnt that it is quite difficult 
to take photos at night. The most difficult thing is to get 
things in focus. 
• Many of the group members kept apertures at the sweet-

spot of around 7.1, but others reported afterwards that 
they closed the apertures to f22, or more, and increased 
the shutter opening time dramatically.  

• It is easy to crank up the ISO level and get results that 
look like they were taken in the day time, but when some 
took that route they were not happy with the results.  

Above: Richard 
Goldschmidt’s kitesurfer.

The walk continued back 
along the quay towards the 
Port Captain’s building, where 
a game of chess was being 
played with large pieces.  By 
this time it was 10pm and the 
wind had come up, making 
things unpleasant, so the ma-
jority headed off home.   

Thanking Richard and John 
for taking such trouble with 
organising the event, Jeanette 
du Toit emailed that it had 
been very special to her, ‘be-
cause it brought back special 
memories when Roy Johannes-
sen and myself walked all over 
the place, teaching me night 
photography’. 

Above: ‘Time Ball’ by John Spence.
Below left: image by Anna Engelhardt.

Right: a black and white 
passage by Kim Stevens.
Below: ‘Spinning big 
wheel’ captured by Mar-
leen La Grange.
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“AVs became an important 
part of my life ever since 
I attended the AV Con-
vention in Victoria-West 

2012/3. It was there when the idea sur-
faced that here was an exciting new way 
into which I could channel my creativity.  

The AVs that were shown opened my 
eyes, especially Willem Oets’ Take this 
Waltz. I had never seen anything like it be-
fore – I was blown away and inspired!

All from the same tree
Making the AV All from the same tree was 
a lot of fun, I was trying different ideas, re-
working the pictures, using different types 
of music, etc.  

The most difficult part for the author of 
an AV is most probably taking some of the 
chosen pictures out of the AV to enhance 
the whole project.  

You were there when it was taken, and 
you spent a lot of time editing it to fit in 
with the rest. It is perhaps not surprising 
that all this may become a very emotional 
thing to select the final pictures.

While we were in the Kruger Park, I no-
ticed some funny-looking dried twigs at the 
end of the branches of a tree. They fascinat-
ed me because they were all different and 
sort of funny looking.  I took some pictures 
of them, at that stage not knowing what I 
was going to do with these photos.

I was pleasantly surprised when I received 
my first salon acceptance with this AV— 
and later on some more — the latest ac-
ceptance was for CTPS 125th anniversary 

How to make
award-winning AVs 

CTPS AV Convenor Nellian Bekker shares her experiences and gives 
tips on what to pay attention to when making award-winning AVs for salons

AV Salon in October 2016.

Kokerboomkloof
We visited the Richtersveld in September 

2105 and spent two nights in Kokerboom-
kloof.  Normally one would arrive there in 
the middle of the day, resulting in flat life-
less pictures, but staying overnight and 
struggling with the intense heat in the mid-
dle of the day, was worth it. 

One should never think that you can take 
this or that photo tomorrow.  Take it when 

the light is good, because what happened 
to us can happen with any one.  The sec-
ond morning was over cast — happy old flat 
light again, confirming an old lesson to be a 
good one! 

The light was brilliant early on the first 
morning and late afternoon.  The colours 
were amazing — lifeless rocks became 
alive, talking to your soul and tickling your 
mind. 

Choosing the right music was the most dif-
ficult part of making this AV.  Some people 
may not like the music.  When one knows 
the meaning of the words it makes a lot of 

sense — it tells the story of the quiver trees 
(kokerbome) — all growing, spreading their 
seeds, fulfilling their tasks fighting the dry 
desert circumstances that way and then 
they die.... 

The sequence of the photos is another dif-
ficult aspect of AV making.  The colours all 
need to make sense i.e. not having a light 
photo followed by a dark one or a domi-
nantly red photo followed by a blue one.

The shapes should also flow into one an-
other if it is possible at all — that helps you 
to create the third photo when two photos 
blend, one photo fading in and the other 
fading out. 

This AV was entered the first time in our 
125th Anniversary AV salon, where it was 
accepted.  

Freeing Ivar the Great
When I saw figures on the tree trunks at 
Jamaka in the Cederberg where we were 
camping, I started to look for more, taking 
photos of the same tree several times with 
different lighting and different results. 

Surprisingly, there was enough that could 
be used.  The idea for an AV started to grow 
in my mind, keeping me awake, but excited. 

A good look at a photo of the trunk of 
the tree with the figure on it brought sev-
eral options to mind.  How on earth do you 
show the vertical trunks in an acceptable 
way? How can the figures be made more 
visible? A Wacom pen and pad was a wel-
come aid, which helped me tremendously 
with this AV.

The first AV that was created with these 

The title pages of  Nellian Bekker’s AVs‘All from the same tree’ , ‘Kokerboomkloof’ and ‘Freeing Ivar the Great’ and ‘Water World’ (next page).

The most difficult part for 
the author of an AV is most 
probably taking some of 
the chosen pictures out 
of the AV to enhance the 
whole project
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photos was about someone visiting a 
spooky gallery.  Well, normally paintings 
have different shapes and sizes, so this be-
came the first AV, a first trial and error. 

It took a long time to complete, but it still 
bothered me — there should be a better 
way to use these photos. Freeing Ivar the 
Great was a better idea.  It took shape in 
my mind, and as I started working on it, it 
kept on changing, showing more possibili-
ties as the AV progressed. 

The horizontal full screen photos gave a 
lot more scope for imagination and it could 
be used blending the vertical pictures into 
the horizontal photos. A story line devel-
oped as the project progressed. 

It took a lot of work lifting the figures out 
of the tree trunks by drawing it with the 
pen and pad.  Creating these figures was 
the best part of making this AV, but it took 
a lot of time. 

This is still a work in progress i.e. the 
voice-over could be improved, etc. I had 
one salon acceptance for this AV, but I will 
enter it again as soon as the voice-over is 
better.

Fantasie D’Eau 
The Bridgend Salon (UK) prefer what is 
called Photo Harmony.  The photos must 
be good and must flow into one another in 
a pleasing way, no story line is needed.

At the beginning of 2014 I tried my luck.
Making a Photo Harmony AV is very pleas-
ing, because you can use a lot of your good 
photos, which would normally stay on your 
external hard drive.

Let the photos blend slowly into each oth-
er, forming third photos.  One could almost 
call these AVs a slide show. 

The music should complement the photos 
and that may be the most difficult part of 
making such an AV. The AV photos were all 
water related, some were reflections, and 
others were taken through our windscreen 
while it was raining. The sound of running 
water was used to enhance the beginning.

 The result was really a big surprise – I got 

a certificate of merit.
The AV had to be between 5 and 8 min-

utes long, which is unfortunately too long 
for the salons in South Africa, where most 
prefer AVs shorter than 5 minutes. It was 
therefore re-worked into Watery World, a 
shorter version of Fantasie D’Eau.

It had an almost natural ending in the 
middle of the music, which simplified the 
problem of ending the music in a way that 
really sounds as if it came to the end. 

This AV was entered in the Lowveld Salon, 
where it won a medal (Runner-up) in the 
Nature category.

Next AV attractions
•  March 9: Hannelore Seifart will tell us about her AV making 

and we will be showing AVs of members 
•  April 13: More training on AV making and showing members 

AVs 
•  May 11:  Joy Wellbeloved will talk on some technical aspects of 

making AVs and showing members AVs 

Diarise dates for the 
PSSA AV Convention
The 10th PSSA AV Convention will be 
held in Prince Albert from Monday even-
ing 25 April to the evening of 29 April. It 
will form part of the 18th Cape Regional 
Congress, organised by the Cape Pho-
tographers and PSSA.

“This magnificent photographic event, 
which you should not miss, will take 
place in the modern theater known as 
The Showroom in the heart of olive coun-
try in Prince Albert!” the invite reads.

“This event is open to everybody and 
all types of photography.”

Among the highlights will be a work-
shop by Johan Schreuder from the 
Red Revenge Recording Studio in Cape 
Town, who’ll demonstrate that "Record-
ing a Hollywood quality voice over for 
your video, with earth shattering effects, 
is possible with a Laptop, Ipad, Mac or 
PC."

Other speakers include Howard Bag-
shaw from the UK, who was a very pop-
ular speaker at De Rust in 2014. He will 
cover AV Making and Video in AV.

Among the local speakers are Fiona 
Ayerst, Willem Oets, Chris Daly, Louis Bo-
tha, Anne D’Oliviera, Franz Jesche, Roel 
van Oudheusden, among others. 

For more information and to regis-
ter, see the website www.pssa.co.za/
congress/2016-prince-albert-congress.

The sequence of the photos 
is another difficult aspect 
of AV making.  The colours 
all need to make sense and 
the shapes should also flow 
into one another
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Winning images in January
Set subject: Animal Portraits

PSSA Entries

Wildlife photographer and safari leader Neal Cooper was the judge of the January club 
competition with the set subject Animal Portraits. Anna Engelhardt provides some 
background on what he expects from good animal photographs

The club ompetition evening held on 
20 January got the year off to a chal-
lenging start. While we could be ex-
cused for thinking that this was an easy 
subject, comments from the judge for 
the evening indicated that we have lots 
to learn about taking good animal por-
traits. 

Wildlife photographer and enthusiast 
Neal Cooper was very strict on tech-
nical details, such as sharpness and 
adequate depth of field.  He was very 
encouraging though, and said that he 
thought the general standard of the 
images was good.  

Neal started nature photography 15 years ago as a hobby, which 
soon became his passion, driving him to be in the bush all the time 
in order to capture the perfect image. This passion ultimately led 
him to be a full time nature photographer and photographic sa-
fari leader. During the many weeks in the African bush and on the 
Chobe River, leading photographic safaris, Neal has gained signifi-

cant understanding of animal and bird 
behaviour. This allowed him to antici-
pate possible behaviour and advise his 
clients on what to expect when wait-
ing to capture a scene.  

Because Neal resides near Cape 
Town, where the closest Big Five are 
many hours away, he honed his photo-
graphic skills on birds at the local bird-
ing venues. He is also a frequent visitor 
to the Kgalagadi Transfrontier Park, a 
personal favourite, which he has vis-
ited on 13 occasions.  

Neal is rated an accomplished nature 
photographer and has had a number of images published in local 
and international publications. More recently, he was awarded a 
gold medal as the winner of the Nature category of the Trierenberg 
Super Circuit, arguably the most prestigious photographic salon in 
the world.  

Neal strives to capture the drama and mood in his images through 
the action and interaction of his subjects (see example left)  

The junior PSSA entry 
(Beginner and Inter-
mediate) is Mike de 
Villiers’ Water bomb-
ing LR. “This image 
is challenging as one 
would like the rotor 
blades of the helicopter 
to have a blur, but when 
the shutter speed is re-
duced, the water bucket 
and the water would be 
out of focus.  The pho-
tographer did well and 
chose a higher shut-
ter speed to freeze the 
movement of the wa-
ter.” said the judge.

Every month we select two images to be entered into the PSSA National Club Winners competition. The senior 
entry (Advanced and Salon) for this month is Cathy Bruce Wright’s Fiery Reflections (above), Winner of the Print 
Open, Advanced category. “In this image of a beach sunset, the eye is led by the water’s edge and the sunset towards 
a third line intersection,” said the judge.  “The colours and processing of the image were done to a high standard.”

Winner PDI Open, Advanced 
– Figures at an exhibition by 
Keith Bull. The judge enjoyed 
this image of the whispering 
lady as all the lines and the fig-
ures on the right are ‘focused’ 
on the conversation. “The var-
ious lines, shades of light and 
shapes add to the interest of 
the image and demand a sec-
ond look,” said the judge.

In January most images 
submitted (66%) got silver 
awards, while 31% got gold 
awards and 11% red. The bulk 
(47% and 48% respectively) 
were from Advanced and 
Salon workers, while only 
3% of the entries came from 
Beginners and 8% from Inter-
mediate members.
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Winner PDI Open, Salon – Quiver trees ablaze by Neels Beyers. This im-
age of quiver trees stood out as the photographer took care not to overlap 
the various trees when the image was composed,” siad the judge. “Good 
composition was achieved through the use of the third and leading lines.” 

Winner PDI Open, Intermediate - Spider juice for sup-
per by Mike de Villiers. “The wasp and the spider was a 
good sighting and the photographer focused on the wasp 
to get the insect sharp. Closing the aperture would have 
added more to the depth of field thus ensuring more of the 
spider to be in focus,” said judge Cooper.

Winner PDI Set, Advanced - She 
thinks she is human by Steff Hughes. 
“This is a very interesting image,” 
commented the judge. “I liked the 
way the eyes of both the lady and the 
cat are pointing in the same direction 
and a good composition was achieved. 
Both cat and lady almost seem on the 
same focal plane as well. This photo is 
worth a second look.”

Left: Winner PDI Set, Beginner 
- Adolescent ostrich by Stella 
Coram. “A nice action shot of an 
ostrich,” said the judge. “Good 
composition, because the viewer’s 
eye is drawn towards the eye of the 
subject. 

Winner Print Open, Salon 
- Hannah found in ditch 
1 day old by Malcolm 
Jones. “This is a lovely 
image of a beautiful young 
lady — well exposed and 
good composition,” said 
judge Cooper.
Right: Winner Print Set, 
Intermediate - Hoot if you 
like my tweet by Lorinda 
Rodrigues. “This is a very 
nice sharp image of an owl. 
The eye is the focus of the 
image so a more centre po-
sition is demanded.” 

Winner Print Set, Advanced - Arctic Beauty by Karyn Parisi. 
“The polar bear image is imposing and the photographer did 
well with handling the whites and not blowing out any detail,” 
said Cooper. The posture of the bear with the foot in the air adds 
to the image.

Right: Winner PDI Set, Interme-
diate – Bella by Mike de Villiers. 
“The photographer focused on 
the head of the dog and good eye 
contact was achieved with nice 
catch light in the eyes. Closing the 
aperture further, would ensure that 
more of the subject would be in fo-
cus. Good composition.”
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Winning images in February:
Set subject: Sports Photography

Set subject themes for 2016
The order of the set subject themes has been altered 
slightly for 2016 in order to accommodate the E & 
D and outings programmes. There is an excellent 
speaker who will be coming to Cape Town in April 
and we will be taking advantage of his visit. This 
has necessitated a change in the order of the April 
to July themes. We try as far as possible to match 
the E+D speakers and outings with the set subject 
themes that follow. The new programme is as fol-
lows. The set subject themes can also be found on 
the Competitions page of the CTPS website
March 2nd:         Night photography

April 6th:             Abstract 

May 4th:             Architecture/buildings

June 1st:              On stage

July 6th:              High key photography  

August 3rd:        Environmental portrait

September 7th: Street photography

October 5th:      Vertical Scapes (A scape in portrait format)

November 2nd: Triptych (a set of 3 distinctly separate images on a
                                common background that fit together or tell a story.

December 7th:  Slow shutter speed (1+ sec)

The February competition theme was Sports Photography and 
many members made the effort to visit various sporting events 
such as athletics, motor racing and the ever popular kite surfing at 
Bloubergstrand and environs. 

The judge for the evening was retired press photographer Jean 
du Plessis who started off the evening with anecdotes from his 
days as a photographer for Die Burger. 

When it came to judging our sports photographs Jean’s back-
ground as a press photographer came through strongly as he felt 
that many of the images entered needed to be cropped in closer 
and have increased contrast for more impact when used in print.

He scored images in a wide range, from 10 to 28 points. 
He was hard on what were, in his view, poorly composed images, 

but rewarded the good images with high marks. 
Congratulations to Neels Beyers who won all three categories he 

entered. 

February PSSA entries
The senior entry (Advanced and Salon) for the February 
PSSA club competition is Danie Coetzee’s Pier with a view 
(see cover), which got a score of 28. 
The junior entry (Beginner and Intermediate) is new member 
Ingrid le Roux’s Whole shot (right), which won the PDI Set, 
Beginner, category with a score of 24. 
“Good action of motor cross with the rider in the foreground 
and other contestants following behind,” said judge Jean du 
Plessis who also commented on the “good composition.” 

Left top: Winner PDI Open, Salon - House at Pomona by Neels Bey-
ers. A very nice and colourful image with clean sand and interesting 
sand patterns. The viewer’s eye enters through the left door leading 
toward the centre doors and the window. 

Left: Winner PDI Set, Salon - Airborne rubberduck byNeels Beyers.
Great image of a rubber duck race. The boat is flying through the air 
with water splashing - moving from left to right with another boat fol-
lowing in the background. 
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See more inspiring images
•  See more CTPS images and competition entries on our 

website at www.ctps.co.za.
•  PSSA website competition: any member can enter an 

image for the PSSA’s monthly competition at www.pssa.
co.za.

•  The monthly senior and junior club entries in the PSSA 
club competition can also be seen on their website.

Members promoted
In January Stella Coram was promoted to Intermediate and Lorinda 
Rodrigues was promoted to Advanced.  
In February Keith Bull was promoted to Salon.
Congratulations to them all!

February stats
The largest number of entries in February got silver awards (36%), 
followed by gold and red (29% each). Nearly a tenth (9%) of the 
entries received no award.
The number of entries were spread across the categories as follows:
Beginner		 8%
Intermediate	 9%
Advanced	 42%
Salon		  45%

Winner PDI Set, Ad-
vanced – Concentra-
tion by Steff Hughes 
“A stunning black and 
white image showing 
a young chess player 
concentrating on the 
next move,” said the 
judge.

Right: Winner Print 
Open, Salon – Singing 
in the rain by Joan 
Ward. “A great shot 
of an actor on stage 
who is perfectly posi-
tioned,” he comment-
ed. “The treatment of 
the water droplets is 
very good.”

Right: Winner Print 
Set, Salon - Kite surf-
er jumping by Neels 
Beyers. “A stunning 
action shot of a kite-
surfer flying into the 
air with nice orange 
background at sunset. 
The backlighting onto 
the water makes it 
very dramatic,” said 
Jean.

Winner Print Set, Ad-
vanced – Midnight 
surfer by Karyn Par-
isi. “Converting this 
image into black and 
white makes it very 
dramatic. It was taken 
at the correct moment 
and shows good com-
position. The back 
lighting on splashing 
water is particularly 
attractive,” the judge 
commented. 

Winner Print Open, Beginner - Of brass and 
gold by Marek Vincenc. “Good close-up of a 
minstrel while playing his instrument.”

Winner Print Set, Intermediate - Surfer art by 
Mike de Villiers. “Good image of a surfer silhou-
etted against the waves,” said Jean du Plessis. 

Right: Winner PDI Open, Be-
ginner - As the mist cleared by 
Alison Bull  Nice early morning 
shot and with mist. The bird in 
the left top corner creates inter-
est together with the birds and 
people on the rocks. 
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How to capture
birds in flight 
During our first E&D meeting this year Vernon Chalmers shared 
some of his extensive knowledge on the technical requirements 
for capturing  birds in flight, reports KIM STEVENS. 

T he presentation by Vernon Chalm-
ers on Birds In Flight photography 
in February drew many interested 
members and visitors alike.

Vernon, who is an expert on the Canon 
systems , also spoke more generally about 
camera gear and lenses suitable for bird 
photography. He touched on settings and 
auto focussing techniques.

His talk was illustrated by amazing photo-
graphs of birds in flight captured mainly at 
Woodbridge Island near Milnerton.

From his talk it was clear that patience 
and persistence and practice with one’s 

equipment is key to successfully capturing 
good images.

“I predominantly capture birds in flight, 
landscapes and macro photography with 
Canon EOS Full Frame and APS-C (crop) 
sensor bodies, paired with a variety of Can-
on professional and consumer prime/zoom 
lenses,” he says. 

After many years in business manage-
ment and internet marketing, including 
SEO and social media lecturing and train-
ing, he is now dedicating his time to Canon 
EOS DSLR camera training and photography 
workshops. 

He has supplied a PDF of his talk for in-
terested members. He also runs more in-
depth workshops at Studio 22 — contact 
him on www.vernonchalmers.com

The evening was co hosted by Studio 22. 
Richard Swain,the marketing manager gen-
erously brought along printing vouchers for 
the attendees and  displayed various lenses 
and camera combinations at the back of the 
hall. 

They also gave spot prizes and had a lucky 
draw for a  Sandisk USB 3.0 multi card reader 
and Sandisk 16Gb Extreme plus SDHC card, 
which was won by Gaynor Donovan.

Our next E&D speaker is Andy Lund, who’ll 
be speaking on architectural photography  on 
March 16th. He’ll be sharing valuable informa-
tion members would want to take into ac-
count when preparing for the April competi-
tion  with the set subject Architecture/buildings 
etc
 He has a special interest in portraiture, pho-
tojournalism, interior and food photography 
and his work has been published in magazines 
like House and Leisure, Oprah, Cosmopolitan, 

Shop, Blunt, as well as on the cover of various 
albums and books. 

He is also a musician — the album Faster we 
Run by Andy Lund and the Mission Men was 
one of Rolling Stone magazine’s top picks of 
2013 and he was also the frontman of  the 
heavy metal rock band The Roswell Kings.

The April speaker is the renowned artist and 
photographer Dan Swart — more about the 
very special treat in store for CTPS members 
in the next issue of Cape Camera. 

March and April E&D speakers not to be missed



					     - 15 -          January-February  2016

www.ctps.co.za     •     Copyright CTPS    •     Cape Town Photographic Society

David Gray’s interest in cinemato-
grophy started when he was five 
years old and the neighbourhood 
children were invited to a show-

ing of 8mm silent black and white Mickey 
Mouse cartoons. 

“My seat at the back allowed me to see 
not only the screen, but the projector as 
well, and I was smitten – I spent most of the 
time looking at the machine and wonder-
ing how it worked. That chance encounter 
set me on a lifelong photographic journey 
— first as an amateur cinematographer and 
later as a still photographer.”

He not only made enduring documentary 
films in Africa, America, and the UK, but 
while studying at UCT in 1960, organised the 
16th International Youth Salon of Photogra-
phy and an Intervarsity Photographic Salon 
with arch rivals Stellenbosch University. 

David also served on the CTPS council 
at the end of the 1990’s and early 2000’s, 
where he encouraged interest in cine. He 
was also made a life member in apprecia-
tion of his contribution to the society. 

Young interest
From a young age, he used plenty of initia-
tive to become an accomplished photogra-
pher from a young age. He recalls:

“I experimented with projecting Indian Ink 
drawings on cellophane, using a variety of 
light sources, eventually discovering that a 
magnifying glass made a good projection 
lens.  I yearned for the real thing, however, 
but needed £50 to buy a cine camera.” 

To supplement his 10/- a month pocket 
money, David recycled mineral water bot-
tles at 3 pence each and just under three 
years later he had enough money to buy a 
Paillard Bolex L8 camera. Having seen that 
he had the will to save, his parents bought 
him a projector and screen and a subscrip-

tion to the Amateur Cine World monthly 
magazine. 

“With pocket money now at £5 a month, 
I set my sights on 16 mm equipment and in 
another 3 years had a Bolex H16 with three 
lenses and a Bell and Howell silent projector. 

“A holiday in the Kafue Game Reserve 
gave me the opportunity to film a 30 min-
ute documentary on Northern Rhodesia’s 
wild life titled Typical Africa. 

“At that time I was also school projec-
tionist. I scripted, cast, directed and filmed 
Forgery, a school house competition en-

try — we won as it was the only film to be 
completed! 

Still photography interest
“My interest in still photography started 
during school holidays when I was bored.” 
He overdeveloped and under fixed the film 
in the inky, stifling darkness of his ward-
robe, where he just about passed out in the 
heat and lack of oxygen! 

His mother worked for Kodak in Cape 
Town in the 1920s, and she soon sorted out 
his sloppy technique. Incidentally, one of 
the record books in the CTPS archives bears 
bears mother’s signature (M. Wegner), 
showing that she attended a CTPS exhibi-
tion in the mid 1920s.
While studying electrical engineering at 
UCT he joined the UCT Photographic Soci-

ety, where he served as treasurer and then 
chairman. He also made contact with CTPS, 
attending a few meetings, where he met 
Eric Vertue and promptly invited him to ad-
dress the UCT Society.  This was in 1959. 

“I was experimenting with 16mm black 
and white reversal at the time and decided 
to try reversing photographic paper. This 
was done using a leaf in the enlarger and 
the resulting print was titled Re-Leaf.”

Into Africa
After graduating he began working in the 

Northern Rhodesian (Now Zambian) Cop-
perbelt, where he also made a nice profit 
out of photographing dances, weddings 
and entering salons with portraits and 
landscapes. This enabled him to buy a Has-
selblad C500 with three lenses, an upgrade 
to a reflex Bolex H16 and a Bolex S221 
sound projector.

“I set out to record life in Central Africa as 
I was experiencing it. Secondments to Wil-
liamsons’ Diamond Mine in Tanzania and 
the Anglo American Corporation Head Of-
fice in Salisbury, Rhodesia, allowed me to 
make Diamonds – Tanzania’s Best Friends  
and Salisbury – Capital City respectively. 

“Back in the new Republic of Zambia I 
managed to film The Copper River before 
it became impossible to get many of the 
basic necessities of life — let alone 16mm 
Kodachrome! 

“In early 1967 I resigned and took my six 
months’ accumulated leave in Europe. I de-
cided that hauling a bulky 16mm camera 
round Europe was not for me, so armed 
with a Pentax 1000, I returned with 174 
boxes of Kodachrome slides, which I then 
made into several AVs with synchronised 
commentary.”

After marrying Ann in 1971, they built 
a house in Eversdal with a 

Life member David Gray

On reviving cine 
and preserving 
CTPS heritage
In David Gray CTPS not only has a life member who is a 
strong advocate of preserving our heritage, but also an 
accomplished cinematographer who can teach younger 
members much about capturing moving images

I  was a strong defender of 
the need to preserve the 
Society’s heritage, which 
included many valuable 
items of equipment and 
books

To p16
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Date Time Location

19 to 21 th 
March

Friday, 
Saturday 

and Sunday 

Betty’s Bay weekend: Come and 
socialise and braai with fellow 
CTPS members, enjoy the many 
photographic opportunities offer-
ed by the lovely scenery of the 
coastal town so close to Cape 
Town, on our first weekend outing 
for 2016. There are penguins, the
 Harold Porter Reserve, beaches,
and river to photograph — and 
plenty of other opportunities 
that Richard Goldschmidt will point out closer to the time. The intention at the mo-
ment is for everybody to eat at least one evening meal at a restaurant, and have a com-
munal braai on the other, but this may change to two braais.Please let Richard Gold-
schmidt know as soon as possible if you will be coming along: Richard@Goldschmidt.
co.za or cell 082-5583037or home 021-7943648.

16th April to be adviced Artscape performance practice or Zip Zap Circus.

25-29 April Monday-Friday Cape Regional Congress and 10th PSSA AV Convention, Prince Albert

14th May to be advised Visit to Spier to photograph birds in flight. 

18th June 06h00 – 17h00 Colourful vineyards in the Hex River and also the Hexpass Train trip.

24th July 06h00 – 10h00 Muizenberg sunrise, then walk along coast to St James – steam train passing

14th August 08h00 – 11h00 Woodstock or City or Bo Kaap walk.

26-Aug- 1 Sep Friday-Thursday PSSA congress in Langebaan. See www.pssa.co.za for details

17/18th Sept Sat/Sunday Greyton, Canola fields, Grenadendal tour. 

16th October 11h00 – 17h00 Vergelegen picnic : landscapes, gardens, architecture, winery.

20th November 16h00 – 19h00 Hout Bay harbour environs and perhaps Seal Island.

David Gray cont. from p15
wet darkroom and a cinema — the ceil-
ing mounted screen and focal length of 
a 16mm projection lens determined the 
length of the lounge. 

“During that period I made four docu-
mentaries, two in the US, appropriately ti-
tled America 1 and 2, Canadian Cameo and 
The Year of the Long Hot Summer in the UK, 
while on a two-year long secondment. 

“In 1982 I changed jobs and worked in 
Cape Town proper, so was able to join CTPS, 
where I showed a few of my films and en-
tered slides in the monthly competitions. 

“I attempted to revive the interest in cine 
photography at CTPS, but with Kodak clos-
ing their offices in South Africa, it became 
increasingly difficult to source film and be 
sure of the film returning after processing. 

“As a one time member of the CTPS Com-
mittee I was a strong defender of the need 
to preserve the Society’s heritage, which 

Forthcoming Events
Diarise these dates so that you don’t miss out on the many events planned for 2016

included many valuable items 
of equipment and books.  I am 
pleased to note that my views have 
at last been adopted and an effort 
made to hold on to the equipment 
and photographs of members who 
have entrusted their life’s work to 
us for safe keeping. 

The thorny problem of how to 
preserve the digital work of pre-
sent and future member still has to 
be resolved. 

“I do not consider myself a gift-
ed artist but rather a technically 
competent photographer, living in hope of 
achieving award winning images some day, 
but never quite getting there!”  

He still takes photographs, mainly to re-
cord technical aspects of his work as a con-
sulting electrical engineer, but is as ever on 
the look-out for that elusive masterpiece. 

“Over the years I have built up a sizable 
library of photographic and film related 
books and also have a good collection of 
old cameras, projectors and photographic 
trivia. My oldest find was an 1890s vintage 
hand turned 35mm film projector with a 
lime light source.”

Below: Antenie Carstens with Ann and David Gray.


